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| NTRODUCTI ON

Pl ays since ancient tines have been a powerful nmedi um of
expression and putting forth one's ideas or nessage to the
public in a relevant nmanner. Message, script, enactnent,
stage projection, cost unes, di al ogue delivery constitute
i mportant constituents of a play. During the course of
history, plays evolved into various forns. This is
especially true for a country like India where various fornms

of plays are popular in particular regions for exanple,

Naut anki in the regions of North India Kajri in the west and
koothu in sone southern parts. There are innumerable such
forns.

O late, street plays have beconme part of such forns,
t hough sone ancient fornms are also preval ent. Street plays
of the day are short, to the point professional use very |ess
of costunes and nusi c. They are nore synbolic and di al ogues
are very powerful. They al so use film parodies, hunor and

ot her popul ar gi mm cks.

Street plays have been successfully wused by various
governnment agencies such as National Literacy Mssion, Health

and Fam |y Welfare agencies and obtained startling results.
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Reasons for this are nor difficult to cite as these plays are

less time consum ng, adaptable and |ess expensive.

Most of the street plays usually stretch to a maxi num of
half an hour, hence the nessage has to be conveyed within a
l[imted, short period of tinme only. Street plays help in
pul ling crowds, hence it should be interesting to achieve the
goals. As it is difficult to expect street crowds to wait
for hours together and watching a street play. This may al so

cause disruption of traffic, daily activities, etc.,

Scripts witten for street plays can be adapted to any
| anguage dialect for that matter, any other formof enacting
(even stage enactnment is possible). These plays can be
easily organized at fairs, festivals and other places. The
| anguage of the script is usually sinple and lucid. For that
matter it is even adaptable to a vast cross-section of the
society. Street plays can also be adapted in accordance with
cultural and religious custons and sentinents of the society.
This is very inportant as plays which do not do so can
becone subject of controversy as it has happened at many
tinmes.

Enactnent of street plays involve mnimal costs as no
stage is required, no nusic is required and usually it is

done wi thout specific costunes or make-up.



Pur pose of the study:
Pur poses of this Independent project are the follow ng:
1) First and forenpbst purpose is to have an interesting node
for public education.
2) To nmake people aware of the follow ng:
i) Basic anatony and physi ol ogy of the ear
i1) Common causes of hearing |oss and usual signs and
synptons of ear diseases. Preventive neasures for the
above cited hearing |osses.
iii) Awareness of the facilities available in a speech and
hearing centre.
iv) To project how the hearing inpaired can be hel ped by
those who live in close proximty.
v) To asses the efficacy of street plays as a node of

publ i ¢ educati on.

Thus keeping the above facts in mnd an effort is nade

to make the public aware of hearing-inpairnment, its causes,

and managenent . There is very little effort toward running
awar eness canpai gns regarding hearing |oss, its causes,
prevention, identification and rehabilitation, through the

medi um of street plays. Hence the present study.
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"SCRI PT FOR AN ENACTABLE PLAY AND I TS
ROLE I N | NCREASI NG PUBLI C AWARENESS"

PART- |
(Gri's house, Ramani is busy with household work.. Gri is

getting ready to go to work. Thathu is squatting at one

corner and enjoying his beedi. Raju is sleeping near That hu)
Mohannmed: (Enters) Hello Gri .... Nanaste sister !
Gri : Hello ! How come you are early today?

(Mohammed | ooks at Raju and suddenly shifts his

gaze)

Mohamred: Just like that ! (points to Raju) He is sleeping

still?

Thathu .... please wake himup. He has to go to

school, right?

Thathu : (laughing) H .... H yes Mohamed, | got up a bit

early today ....!
(Mohammed shows an enbarrassed face and shy smle)

Gri : (laughs loudly) .... Thathu wake hi mup.
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Thathu : Wy are you shouting Gri? | can hear well

| amnot deaf....!

Tries to wake up Raju =

(Ari laughs softly .... Raju gets up and goes out)

Ranani - Now =~ ! you don't laugh at Thathu .... once you

become ol d, you nmay be even worse than this.

Gri : OK .... QK ! (in a conpromsing tone) is ny

br eakf ast ready?

Ranani : Call brother and cone .... its ready.

Mohamed: No sister .... Just now | had m ne.

Raaani : Atleast have, sone coffee then, brother.

Gri . Cone Mohammed we'll have together
(both of themsit for breakfast .... Raju also
joins them

Mohammed: G ri, actually | cane early to tell you an

i mportant thing.

Gri . (becones serious = =~ Ramani also listen) what is
it Mohanmed? | know that .... comin tell ne

whatever it is.. . .|



Mbhamred:

Mohanmed:

Mohanmed:

Ranmani

My daught er
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Neemu who is studying with Raju told ne

that Raju is not coping up well with his studies

and often gets scoldings fromthe teacher.

| know that he is not |like other Kkids. He cannot

speak and | don't know what really his problemis !
may be he is not intelligent enough .... in

st udi es.

Vell | think he is smart and intelligent but has
sone problem ! Anyway we should take himto a

vill age doctor today evening.

Raj u goes t

o wash, his hands == . .

(Gri's and Ramani's eyes follows him- a sad

expression on their face ...)

(Turns to Mohammed) Yes ! 1'lIl take himto doctor
today itself.

Anyway .... I'll also conme with you. | also want

to see him

(to Gri

because | am having ear pain.

....) Minni has got a very bad cold. She

has is been crying fromyesterday night | think we

shoul d take her, also to the doctor.

(AGri gets

up and goes to wash his hands)
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Gri It is nothing but common cold, you need not worry

so nuch about such silly things
(Ari cones back w ping his hands)

Mohamed: Gri .... | don't think we should neglect such

things. There is no harmin show ng her to doctor

isn't it?
Gri : OK 1 Ramani you conme to doctors place with
Muinni and Raju in the evening, we wll be waiting

there for you.

Ramani : (Busily keeping the used plates aside ....) OK ..!

(Raju gets his bag to go to school)

Gri : Bye .... Raju (with action)
Raj u : (Shows in action to bring toffee in the evening and

Gri nods his head in agreenent)

(....Raju leaves to schools wth bag on his
shoul der)
Gri : Bye .... Ramani !

Ramani : O K Bye !
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SCENE | |

{(Doctor's chanber. = =~ Everyone is seated viz., Gri,

Mohanmed, Ramani and Munni (on Ramani's |ap)}

Doct or

Ranmani

Doct or

Doct or exam nes Munni's ears and nose.

Yeah ! Munni is having cold frompast one day, is

it?

Actual ly, doctor .... she had cold last week al so
and she gets this bad cold frequently. She
cries very badly and I don't know what to do

doct or .

Don't worry ! it nmust be because of irritation that
the child has. As far as | exam ned, your child is
on the safer side at present. But if you had not
brought her .... it could have becone a serious

pr obl em
(Ramani, Mbhammed and Gri |ook at each ot her)

(Surprised and scared tone) what would have

happened doctor? Isn't it just a conmon col d?



Doct or

Doct or

Doct or

Doct or
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No Gri ! Comon cold is not an harml ess condition
as you think. If proper treatnent is not taken, it
can cause problens like hearing loss. Not only
such infections of nose and throat. = == but also
direct infections can occur by taking bath in dirty

water or pouring dirty water into the ear

(smles) If you want to know, I'll tell you. But
before that you should know what exactly is our
ear. (suddenly Gri shows his pinna and tells in a

tone' it is a sinple as this)
Ch I This is our ear doctor, we all know that.
Gri, that is just a part of our entire ear. (QGri

| ooks at the doctor surprised)

(Ari takes a snall piece of palmleaf stick from

hi s pocket and tries to put it in his ears and

scratch)
GhGri .... ! (QAri stops) please take that stick
out of your ears. If you do this you nmay damage

the ear canal, or even the eardrumand that inpairs

the hearing ability.



Gri

Doct or
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How?
"Il tell you ~ first you see the structure of
our ear.

(points to the picture or nodel)

This part is what we can see outside. It is called
t he pi nna. It continues as a 'S shaped cana
inside .... you can see the canal here =

(poi nts appropriately). In children this cana

will be straight. So, they may easily damage the
structures in their ear. If you put, a stick or
any other substance in the ear canal it can tear
t he eardrum nenbrane seen here = | at the end of
the canal. This nmenbrane is a thin and delicate
structure., which would have got damaged when you

(Gri) were cleaning your ears.

Ohn ! (an ashanmed tone) = (gives a shy smle)
So hearing ability can be lost in the process
so clean year ears properly using ear buds.
Oherwise it is harnful to yourself. Not only
this, slapping on the side of the face or an
accident that injures parts of ear can also break

t he nenbr ane.



Doct or

Doct or

Doct or

Mohanmmed:
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There is nore to it Mohammed ! This nenbrane is
attached to one end of the chain forned by three
little bones (points) == See here the 3
little bones of our ear. These are the snall est

bones in our body.

Doctor, the other end is attached to a snail Iike
thing and the circular portions .... here

what is that ?
Yes, that is the inner ear. it has sone fluids and
menbranes in it. This portion of the ear helps in
hearing as it also has connections to brain through
nerve fibers. The circular portions help in
bal ance.

(points appropriately)

If that is the inner ear (points appropriately)

then, this has to be outer ear right doctor?

Yes Gri! This is our outer ear and this is our
m ddl e ear. Here the m ddl e ear has connection
with the throat through this tube (points). That

is why, | said, comon cold can cause hearing | oss.

Ch ...... | see
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Doctor : The infection at throat region during the attack of
a conmon cold enter the mddle ear through this
tube (points appropriately). Sane infections can
enter the mddle part of our ear during such
conditions later it may rupture the nenbrane due to

pressure of the ==

Ramani : Oh God ! Luckily we brought Munni before that

(ot hers nod)

Doctor : Do you know how we hear?

Gri . It nmust be through this canal (points to externa

audi tory oanal).

Doctor : Yes ! The sounds fromthe air, enters this cana

and sets this nmenbrane vibrating (points

appropriately).

Ranmani : Doctor, if this nenbrane vibrates, all these three

bones will also vibrate right ? It is attached to

this nenbrance isn't it?

Doctor : Exactly! Hencethisvibrationw || becarriedon

tothefl ui ds and nenbr anes of t hei nner ear t hat

isnothing but this (points).snail shaped

or gan.
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Mohanmaed: ©Ch, That is how we hear ?!

Doctor : Mhamed, there is a little nore to add to the
process. | told you that nerve fibers connect

brain to the inner ear right?

Gri : Yes ! | renenber.

Doctor : Yeah ! the vibrations of the nenbranes and fl uids
in the inner ear will excite these nerve fibers and
thus the nerve inpulses are sent to the brain. | t

is the brain that recognizes the sound.
Gri . What all can cause hearing |oss doctor?

Doctor : Any blockage in the way of sound conduction
......... starting fromouter ear upto the brain
can cause hearing loss (points appropriately). It
can be in the external ear, mddle ear, inner ear
or nerve fibers leading fromthe ear to the brain.
The bl ockage can be caused by mal formati ons of ear
structure, right frombirth, due to hereditary or
conmplications during pregnancy and delivery or can

be acquired like infections, injuries etc.



Mohanmed:

Doct or

Gri

Doct or
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Doctor, the factory where | work tells that we
shoul d wear ear protective devices. They say that
even sounds can cause hearing loss, is it true?
This is what they have given ne to wear (shows an

EPD) .

Yes Mohammed ! Loud sounds or in other words, noise
is harnful to our ears. In order to prevent the
harnful effects on the ear if, the factory does not
obey the rules regarding Iimts of noise, the

enpl oyees have right to sue them An enployee who
has lost his hearing ability due to noise at work
pl ace has a right to approach court denmandi ng
conpensation fromthe enployes. You should know
that noise fromloud speakers, crackers, |oud
volune radio, T.V etc., also can cause hearing
loss. During festivals, wedding etc., people enjoy
crackers but the price that they wll have to pay

for it is their hearing !

(Doctor .... wites a prescription) Every one
nods. ...)
My god ! | didn't know that = = = !

| have given sone nedicines for Minni.



Ramani

Doct or

Doct or

Mohanmmed:

Doct or
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Yes Doctor ! (Takes the prescription fromdoctor's
hands) .

Doctor, this is Raju .... our eldest son who is
not able to speak. We do suspect that he may have

problem in hearing. W need nedicines for him

al so.

I's he your eldest son? (Doctor exam nes Raju....)

Yes doctor, he is about 5 years old.

You will have to take himto Speech and Heari ng
Center. One of the best centers is situated in
Mysore at Manasagangothri - The Al India Institute

of Speech and Heari ng.

So, they wll be having nedicines for such
problens.... doctor?
No Mohanmmed, | amvery sorry to tell you that there

are sone types of hearing problens for which there
are no nedicines. They give training for patients
to utilize their hearing abilities that they posses
to the maximum Certain types of hearing problem
can be hel ped by nedicines/surgery. Certain other

types require the use of a hearing aid. To check



Doct or

Mohanmed:

Ranmani

Doct or
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what sort of problemRaju is having and to how it
can be managed, please take himto the Al India

Institute of Speech and Heari ng.
Doctor, how nmuch will it cost?

Services available at this Institution is free of
cost, except for a registration free of Rs.5/.

It won't be nore than what you can afford. It is
meant for people like you. You have already

del ayed taking Raju there. Please do not waste

nmore tine.

Then . . . | won't allow himto waste his life as

It is in Mysore University Canpus. Bus no. 130,
135, 146, 95, 252, 253, 255, 256 etc., gotothis
place fromCity Bus Stand. It works from9.00 am
to 5.30 pmon all days except Saturdays, Sundays.
It is closed on Central Government Hol i days.

Can we take That hu al so?
That hu? Who is that? What is his problenf?

Thathu is ny father. he is not able to hear since
about 2y, years. That is quite normal, right?

Does that need sone treatnent?



Doct or

Mohammed:

Gri &

Ramani

Doct or

(In Al'l SH

files)

Aud

Aud

Aud
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Yes, nost of the elderly people devel op problemin
hearing and vision. For his hearing problem
services are available at the Al India Institute
of Speech and Hearing. Wen he can live a better
life why do you want to deprive himof it. You

take himalso to the Institution.

(gets up) OKthen .... Nanaste doctor.

Namast e doct or.

Nanast e

(Mohamed, Gri and Ramani | eave the room

Audi ol ogi st's Chanber - an attender brings two

Looks like .... these two cases are fromthe sane
fam|ly.

Pl ease call them

(Attender goes out .... Gri, Raju and Thathu

enters).

Raju and Thathu isn't it?

(points appropriately)

May | know who you are (to giri)



Gri

Aud

Aud

Aud

Aud
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| amRaju's father =~ Thathu is ny father Sir,

OK .... Please sit down. You cane al one?

(Ari takes the seat with the rest)

(Audi ol ogi st takes a brief case history, tests the

hearing of Raju and That hu)

O K  you have finished, a hearing check-up.

Yes Sir, | would like to know what the problemis?
(l ooking through the file) Sure = I will tell
you ! Yeah ! according to the hearing eval uation

report, Raju is having only 20% of hearing |eft
with himin both ears. While Thathu has around 50%

of his hearing saved in both ears.

Can we get back the hearing ability Sir?

No M. Gri ! this type of hearing loss is
irreversible. Because, the problemis in the inner
ear and beyond. If the problemwas in the outer or
m ddl e ear, it could have been alleviated through

medi ci nes or surgery.

Then what is it that we can do, Sir?



Aud

Aud

Gri

Aud

Aud
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I think you are not aware of the use of hearing

machi ne' . 'Hearing machine' or 'hearing aid is a

devi

t he

ce that can be used for effectively utilizing

remai ning hearing ability.

Does this machi ne cure the hearing problem Sir?

For

how many days do they have wear it?

A hearing aid can never bring back the hearing

abi |

ity to normal.

Is this machine harnful Sir?

No

Gri .... if you follow our instructions

regarding its usage .... it won't cause any harm

How does such a machi ne work Sir?

It

is sinply an anplifying device like a mni

public address system I will explain to you
(Takes a body level hearing aid). For exanple, see
this machine .... If you see here (points
appropriately) there are a few small holes. It is
the mc.

Sir, the mc the politicians use to give speeches.
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Aud . Exactly Gri ! But a smaller version of it. It's
function is like the mc that you told. It sinply
pi cks up sounds fromthe air and converts it to

electric signals for anplification.
Gri - What is this box of this machi ne consist of?

Aud . It has a device, the anplifier that increases the

| oudness of the sounds picked up by the mc.

Gri : This increased or |loud sounds enter this button

through this wire Sir?

Aud : Yes | Once it reached the button or the receiver,
it enters your ear if you fit it into your ear with

a proper earnould.

Gri . Like how the loud speakers do in politician's mc¢
system
Aud : Yes ! (laughs) exactly ! And, here this is the

battery conpartnent, you have to place battery
according to this sign '+ and '-' witten here

it is exactly how you put it for torch light.

Gri . \What battery should be used sir ?



Aud

Aud

Aud
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For this type of machine a pen torch battery
shoul d be used. One battery can be used up to
10- 15 days. You should insist that Raju uses this
machi nes al ways except while taking bath and
sl eeping. Renmenber .... the mc should not be

covered with anything like clothings etc.
OK Sir, but what are these switches for, Sir?

These switches have some nmarkings against it them
can you see it here (shows)? for Raju, this
switch should be in Mposition, Mc Vol une control
should be in between 2 and 3. As you increase
this, |oudness of the sound increases. You can
wear it like this in the pocket or can stitch an
harness for it like this one (shows an harness

exhibited on the wall).
Yes, Sir ! but what is this 'T and 'O !

Ch .... Yes, 'T" should be the position where this
switch should be while conversing through tel ephone
and 'O is 'off' position. You should be extrenely

careful while handling this machine.

Is it Sir?



Aud

Gri

Aud

Aud

Gri
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Yes. Let ne start fromthis plastic piece or nould
It should not be broken or blocked by any
thing like wax. Wash it once in 2 or 3 days using
mld soap and |uke warmwater. You can even use a
small brush if needed. Before washing, it should
be detached fromthe machine like this (shows how
to detach). Fix it to the machine after earnolds

are thoroughly dry.

Oh! It can be taken off like that?

Yes ! even these wires can be taken off and if
danmaged it can be replaced. But take care not to
damage it. Don't tangle it or stretch it. \Wen
you are not using the machine wind the wire gently
around it like this .... (shows how to wnd the

wi re) around your finger too.

If cord is broken sound won't cone isn't it Sir?

Yeah .... right ! right and if an unpl easant
squeal i ng sound occurs like this (denonstrates)
that nmeans mc is too near to this button |ike

receiver or the nould is | oose.

Sir, what about the body of the machine?



Aud

Aud
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It should be handled with care. It should not be
dropped down. Dust, food, water etc., should not
fall on this. Gri even though I amtalking about
this type of machine, it is true for Thathu's
machi ne al so. It is just a smaller version of this
type. See .... this is Thathu's nachi ne (Shows
BTE hearing aid, which was prescribed after a
trial)
(gives a BTE for Thathu to wear and Body |eve

hearing aid for Raju to wear).

If there is any problemin the machi ne, you can get
your machine repaired fromthis Institute itself.
VWhenever you want to conme here get your identity

card and the hearing aid.

Sir, | wuld like to know whether | can send himto

normal school .

| amsorry to say .... but wth 20% of hearing
left, he will not be able to cope in the nornal
school. You bring himhere for therapy and we w |

give the addresses of good special schools where he
can easily get adm ssion and conme out with flying

col ours.



Aud

Aud
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So .... Kkids who have hearing loss can't study in

normal school s?

It is not that way Gri ! It depends upon certain
factors such as his degree or severity of hearing

| oss, associated problens etc.,

Ch .... | see (sad tone)! Raju has severe kind of
loss, that is why, isn't it?

(understands his depressed state) But, | think you
need not worry .... we can always help himto cone

up with the limted ability he possess.

{All of themleave the room walk to one end of the
stage and cone back. By that tine, a speech
therapist and a kid of 3-4 years with hearing |oss

occupy the stage}.

This is our therapy clinic .... you can see ....
there are many roons .... let us see what is
happening in this room Here we give speech and

| anguage therapy, not only for children hearing-
inpaired but also for patients who have any kind of
speech problemdue to any kind of cause |ike nmenta
retardation, stroke, cleft lip, stamrering, voice

probl ens etc.
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Hel | o M. Deepak

Hell o !

May | have a short denonstration of Sp. therapy for

t hese peopl e.

Sure ! keep wat ching.

(to the kid) Say hello to uncle.

(to audi ol ogist) He..llo (shows hand)

Hello ! (give hand).

Now, tell ne what is this (points to eye).

a- i (distorted).

Very good (to Gri) this was a sinple denonstration
of building up of linguistic abilities or |anguage
abilities. Myving on to auditory skills

That is hearing abilities .... we may work on
hearing skills sone what like this (Mike the kid
hold a beed or block near the ear .... then strike
the drumfromback .... Kkid puts the beed into a
box and takes another and a gain holds it near the

ear .... sanme thing is repeated).
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VWhat you see here is just the initial level. Mre
conplex abilities like discrimnation, |ocalization
etc., of both speech and non-speech sounds will be

trained under this category.

(nods) Ch I | see.

(Shakes hand with Sp. Therapist) Thanks a |ot

Deepak, let us make a nove.

Vel cone !

(Ari signs Nanaste)

{Qhers, except the kid and Sp. Therapist, |eave
and walk to the other end of (stage). By that tine
Sp. Therapist and kid |leave the scene. Ohers

wal k back and take their original positions}.

| hope that you got sone idea on the services that

we render.

Yes Sir, and | am indebted to you for your advices

and services.

You are welcone. It is our duty to serve you. QOK

then .... see you later

(Looks at watch and |eaves the scene and others

al so | eave)
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SCENE |V

Back at Gri's house = = = Raju is playing at one corner

rest of the characters have taken the centre of the scene.

All are sitting in a sem-circle. Raju and Thathu are

wearing their hearing aids. Raju vocalizes while playing).

Ramani

Naseena :

Ramani

Mohanmed:

Then .... was your journey confortable?

It was a nice trip akka .... you should see that
place ! That Institution is a very big one. There
are gardens and places to sit and take rest inside

the Institute and toys for children to play wth.

(surprised) um.... ? Then what did they say and
what all happened there?

W first went to the reception. Were we were
directed to get registred. Fromthere we had to go
to a roomwhere they asked some questions regarding
Raju and Thathu's problemand did some tests for
Raju's speech. Oh .... vyes .... sister.... they
asked whether you and Gri were married in blood
relation. \Wen we said that Gri married his
cousin only, they told that it could have been the

reason for Raju's problem



Ramani

Naseenma :

Gri

Ranani

Gri

Ranmani

That hu
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W didn't know it, right?

Don't worry about the past. Now there

feeling sad about it.

Let us see what we can do as a renedy !

I that is what even | amtelling. You know

Ch ... our neighbour He has a

| ooks shapeless. He can't hear also

unl ess we talk very loudly. They said that it

is famlial ..Prasad's grand father also had the

sane problemit seens !.

Oh.. | see ... OK ~~ tell me how they got this

machi ne for ear ?

After those questioning and all we had to go

to another room where they tested Raju's and

That hu' s heari ng.

How did they do that ?

me they put a band on ny head which had 2 cup
Thr ough

For

i ke things which was fitted on ny ears.

t hose things different kinds of sounds came. They

told ne that when | hear the sound | have to raise

ny finger like this (shows in action).
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But for Raju it was not like that. He had to do
sone play. He had to put beeds into a basket when

he heard the sounds.

(Surprised) un .... ? But why do they both has

different type of machine ?

They told Raju has a very severe hearing |oss. But
Thathu's is not as severe as Raju's, that is why
they are having different machines. They also told
that we cannot exchange these hearing aids with

any other hearing aids w thout an audi ol ogists

consent . The machines also differ in their cost.
Ch ! Nowthey will be able to hear every thing like

us right ?

It is not exactly like that ? Sister .... this

machi ne works for ears sone what |ike how

spectacl es work for eyes. It won't bring back the
lost ability.

Then ?

It will increase the |oudness of sound and thus

hel ps the user to utilize his 'left over ability'.

But, for Thathu it will be easy because left over
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ability is nore for himand al so previously he had
good hearing. Hence, he will be able to understand

easily.

What do you nean brother ? Wth this machine

al so. ..

Ramani .... don't be discouraged ! He will be able
to understand but nmay need special training to do
Sso. | have been told to take himthere twice a

week for training.

What about his schooling ?

Since he is having a very severe degree of hearing
| oss, they advised us to put himin a special
school. If he had a little nore hearing left, we
could have admtted himto a normal school wth

sonme extra training given to him

(Raju .... is still playing and during this play he

runs out of the scene)

| have a doubt. |If Raju's problemis because of
our marriage in blood relation, why Munni is not

havi ng the sanme problem ?
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(Sighs and shows a gesture of "who knows')

That m ght be his fate !

No ! Raju is born to take away the burden fromhis
sister. W should always think in this way and
give himthe best that we can ! It's not that all
the children will have the problem it's only that
chances are nore if one nmarries anong bl ood

rel ation.

(Every one nods as a sign of approval)
(Ramani wi pes her tears with her saree and Gri

al so | ooks sad)

Wiy are you people worrying so much. Now t hat
at | east we have a hope of naking life better for
Raju. Isn't it?

(Every one nods)

OKGGri ! Let's go for a wal k.
OK then we will cone back soon. Get our snacks
ready ... Ramani.

| amalso comng out for a walk.
(Three of themleave = = = Now only Ramani and

Naseerma are |eft)
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(touching Naseema's face) you should take care not
to tire yourself during this tine. "1l make

sonet hing for you.

(Ramani goes to the side where vessels are kept).

You know what, akka ? | saw so nmany posters at that
| nstitution. | asked "himl to read it for ne.
Sone of themwere about care that has to be taken

by ' woul d- be- not her"' .

What does it say?

She shoul d take proper nutritious food, should

mai ntai n cl eanli ness, should keep herself away from
any kind of diseases that can spread. Care should
be taken agai nst accidents and even the nedicines

that she takes should be under nedical supervision.

Medi ci nes? Medicines are good for our health, isn't

it?

They say not all are good ? A pregnant wonman shoul d
take nedicine only if the doctor prescribes.

Amount of medicine that she takes al so shoul d not
be nore than what doctor has told. Akka... ! there
are sone nedicines that reduces our hearing ability

it seens.
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Ch! | see .... (gives coffee and snacks to
Naseenn)

Akka .... 1'll eat after he ...

It is QK [I'lIl tel him.... you are not supposed

to starve like this during this time. You have

this. (both of them sit down)

(Takes fromRamani starts eating) Ch Akka ! It is

very tasty ! you teach ne also how to nake this.

QK ! one day I'll cone to your house and teach
you.

(after sone tinme)

Then ... what else was witten there?

Care that has to be taken during and after delivery

also was witten there?

VWhat is it ?

They say it is better to have the delivery at
hospital. Birth weight of child should be not |ess
than 1 kg 500 grans it seens! |If at all it is not
possible to take the pregnant wonan to hospital

care should be taken at home regarding
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cl eanliness of delivery roomand the things that

are used during delivery.

Oh|l see .... | Then ?

As soon as the child is born if it did not cry ....
there are nore chances to suspect sone problemwth
the child. Moreover we have to note the genera

appearance of the child also it seem

If the child doesn't cry what happens ?

If it doesn't cry, there will be a block in air
supply. This will affect the brain it seenms ! It
can al so cause hearing loss. W should note:

Whet her our child | ooks healthy |ike other babies
or it is having sonething very different from other
babies .... like blue colouration of body or a slit
of lip. They say that blue baby will be born if

the bl ood of father and npother doesn't nmatch !.

(Ramani nods her head)

After the child is born, care should be taken to
protect him fromany disease |ike jaundice, high
fever, fits, etc. Regular injections that has to

be given, should be given at the right tine.
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Yeah ! | have given it to Raju and Munni. NMore
over, for the baby to grow healthy, good food
should be given .... and they say nothers mlk is

t he best food for the baby.

Yeah .... | forgot to tell you one thing. They
have witten that while feeding the baby if we keep
the baby in lying (horizontal) position (shows
action) like this .... flat .... mlk may go into
this ears and infection can occur, it seens? How

can it enter the ears, akka?

Ch Yeah ! | renmenber.... when we went to the
doctor to show Munni, he said that there is a tube
connecting throat and ears. MIk may enter the

ears through this tube.

(Thathu, Raju, Gri and Mbhanmed enter)

What are you both talking ....?

(smles to Naseenmn) Oh ! you already had your

snacks and coffee?

(laughs) Akka conpelled !

Yes ! | only conpelled her. She is not in a

condition to sit and wait for you .... O K?!
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OK! OK'! (conpromsing tone) | just .... sinply
told (Iaughs)

(Ramani serves coffee and snacks for all of them

(Al of themstarted having their snacks ....)

(After a nonent of silence) Gri ... | want to tel

you one thing.

(Every one except Raju stops eating and |ooks at

That hu)

That hu conti nues

Inspite of not being a nenber of our famly
Mohamed has done really a great thing for our
famly. He is the one who made us open our eyes
... It is with his support and help that we got
back our happi ness and hope in life .... we should
never forget it.

(Gri nods)

It is ny duty to make sure that the people | I|ove
are happy and confortable.
Yes thathu .... | realized his love and the way it

made our life beautiful !
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Mohamred: Gri .... (holds Gri's hand firmy) depth of ray
| ove conpared to yours.

(Both of themhug inpulsively .... Ohers |ook at

themwith a smle of satisfaction.

(END CF PART 1)
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PART- | |

SUTRADHARA:

Listen, Listen, Listen, to the story of ears, an ear that is
normal; an ear that is discharging; a tw day old ear,

di agnosed as di sordered, an ear tortured by loud noise, until
it stopped hearing noise itself; an ear damaged by the
supposedly protectors, the nedicines!, an ear now in old age
whi ch cannot performwell; and an ear-physically invisible-
but still a person can hear |loud noises. Yes, so many kinds
of ears, one of very large size, one, only a button-I|ike
appendage. Yes! ears, the organ we tend to ignore in our
body until there is pain, or itching or discharge fromthe
ear, where elders slap children forcefully w thout know ng

t he consequences, an organ pulled and tw sted by the teacher
of their students-at will. An organ assaulted by a nusic
buff through his wal kman. | amnot just scaring you. | am
really sad, very sad (cupping the ear, exaggerate) What,
soneone asked who am1? Sonething? Wy, Wy am| sad?

| aman Audi ol ogist and | am sad because | conme across so
many people who are suffering from ear problens which they

can totally prevent or which can be treated easily. But, for

i gnorance, poverty, old beliefs! | was totally dejected
before | got this idea to neet you all, talk to you all and
tell you this story. First, | wll take you all to Dr. Rama's

clinic. This clinic caters to ENT problens in the

nei ghbouring ten tal uks.
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(Dr.Rama's dinic. The Doctor is yet to cone. Around

fifty people are sitting outside; young, old, mddle aged,

even three

t hem

Sut r adhar a:

Lady 1

Lady 2

Lady 1

infants are also there with their parents carrying

This is Dr.Rama's Cdinic as the Doctor is not
there so we can just get invisible and listen
what those patients have to say. First we wll

listen to these two | adi es.

(wth tears in her eyes) | don't know when the
doctor will conme, | have such a severe pain in ny
ear. | didn't suffer this nuch even when ny

second son was born. This is just unbearable.

Dd you put oil into your ear pain nmay get
relieved. | used to put inmnmy ear, the pain

woul d st op.

| had also put it once, though there was initia
relief but later the pain increased nore and
Doctor had told me that tinme not to put oil in
the ear though it may soften the wax a bit but
when we take bath or get wet in rain, when water

enters the ear it may formfungus in the ear.
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How?
At home when you make pickles why do you save it

from wat er ?
Because it goes bad, fungus conmes over it.

Exactly, in the same way the ear gets infected,

even there may be a hole in your ear drum al so.

Oh! may be that is the reason why there is water

comng fromny ear.

You saw how putting oil or mlk or other things
can cause fungus to grow in the ear. Even
cleaning the ear with match stick, hairpin,

pencil tip can cause infections by scratching the
skin of the ear canal. They can even cause a
hole in the mddle ear. What? what did you

ask? should we clean our ears with an ear bud.

An audi ol ogist will say no because it can push
the wax or dirt present in your ear canal further
deep in the your ear and can cause earache or

di sconfort. | renmenber how ny grandfather would
tell me about this. He used to tell that except
two things you should not put any thing in your
ear. \What, your el bow or your knee! Anyway

j okes apart. Nowwe will listen to the
conversation of two industrial workers sitting

t here.
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If | would have known that | would stop hearing
due to exposure to noise | would have never

wor ked t here. | amthinking of |eaving ny job

Leavi ng your job?!! Are you mad? What will you
eat? | also have the sane problem in addition

there is lot of ringing noise in ny ear also.

Qur enployer didn't even informus of the
impending fate for us. | do not know why others

in our factory do not have this problem

I amthinking of asking our boss for conpensation

for damage done to ny ears and ruining ny life.

Can we do so?

I think we can do so. | have also heard these
ki nds of problens can be prevented if only they
coul d have guided usproperly! | amangry only

about that only because | was caught unaware.

| have been seeing such patients since very |ong,
wor kers are not aware and enpl oyers al so out of
sheer callousness and sense of exploiting nost
fromthe enpl oyees tend to ignore our
forewarning. Yes noi se can cause hearing |oss of
a permanent kind if exposed to long durations.
Louder the sound, the faster and nore pronounced

the effect it will have. We shoul d take the
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follow ng steps to prevent noise induced hearing
| oss. Noise induced hearing |oss can be caused
by any kind of noise of sufficient |oudness but
a very loud noise can have immediate effects.
These noi se may include, gun shots, crackers or
shouting in the ear etc. So while playing the
crackers one should not stand near it and
children should be discouraged to shout in each
others ear and they should be advised to devel op
good listening habits. Don't blare wal kman in

your ears listen to good systens etc.

SCENE | |

Now we will listen to the parents of a fifteen day old

child who was detected to have hearing |oss.

Mot her

Fat her

Mot her

| do not know why God has punished us like this.
Ddwe fail in our prayers. O it could be

because of our internal weaknesses

It may be because of some m stakes | had done in

ny younger days.

(Thi nks al oud) Wat can we do? | think it is our
fate to suffer like this. | was thinking of
cel ebrating but then when | saw himcrying |ike
this, and not responding to ny calls | felt

suspi cious of his hearing. Wen he was sleeping
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| clapped near his ear and to ny astoni shnent he
did not wake up. On many ot her occasions |
noticed that he did not respond to rattles,
bells etc. When | took himto the paediatrician
and told himabout ny doubts he referred us to

t he audi ol ogi st who confirned the hearing |oss
but told me to get the child s ear cleaned to do

a magi c test.
Magi c test?! What is that?

He was telling that we can know about an infants

hearing while he is asleep only.

In sl eep?!

Yes.

(Wondering) Has technol ogy progressed so much?

(To the audi ence) Yes, of course, the technol ogy
has progressed* and so has our know edge. Today
we can detect the presence of hearing |oss at
birth itself. What all could be the causes of

hearing loss frombirth.

These parents are so anxious about future of their

child, but

they are ignorant about the problens faced by the

child. They are apprehensive that they have to go to various

doctors and so forth. Like this, three out of every 100
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births can have hearing loss. So every person should know
how hearing loss is caused and what to do in case they

suspect hearing |oss.

Hearing loss frombirth in children can be caused by
various factors. These include hereditary causes. These are
t he causes due to which the defect cones to the child due to
genetic influences of the parents, near relatives and
grandparents. What! Wat did you ask? Why are not parent,

grandparents not affected?

It is so because genes in parents or older generations my
not be expressed overtly in thembut as every child has a
di fferent genetic nmake up, several genetic factors can
conbine to result in a given problenor handicap. Also
marri ages anong blood relations should be avoided as
weaknesses in parents with simlar genetic nmake up can |ead
to overt manifestations of the disorder. Usually hearing
| oss caused due to genetic disorders is usually associated
with problens like faulty kidney function, nental

retardation, distorted facial features, etc.

O her causes include the infections that nothers suffer
during pregnancy |like Gernman neasl es, herpes, etc, which my
travel through unbilical cord into the child and in turn may
weaken the nerve of the child which is responsible for
hearing. Mthers while suffering fromthis illness may al so

undergo X-rays or take nedicines which also nmay affect
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hearing of the child. ©One of the other nmajor cause of

hearing loss in children could be the drugs that the nother
may take during pregnency for abortion which may damage the
foetus, thus causing hearing loss. So, as an Audiol ogi st |
advice you all to avoid as far as possible all these causes

and keep away the hearing |oss.

SCENE I11
W have seen nmany ol d people asking others to repeat
during a conversation, "Wat did you say?'. These are senile
conditions. Yes, we are quite correct. W shall listento
the sad story of an eightyfour year old man who 1is tired of
bei ng unabl e to understand what people around are speaking
and asking for repetitions. Even his famly nenbers sel dom

talk to him

Person Sir, do you have change for this noney?

ddman For changi ng honey son you have to cone to ny
shop (Person realizes that old man if hard of

hearing and he goes off).

Addman This is not only with this man. Even ny
chil dren have stopped talking to ne saying that
| have becone senile and it is useless to talk
to ne. It is a real trouble. They just throw
the things in front of ne and treat ne very

shabbi | y.
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Synpat hi sers: Wiy don't they talk to you now?

O dman | do not know why, the thing is that | am

unabl e to understand what they say. Wen | ask

themto repeat, they get angry.

Sut r adhar a: Add age can inpair with all the organs of the
body and thus with different senses. One can
not isolate hearing fromthem This results in
gradual hearing reduction in sensitivety which
is not recognized until it starts interfering
with the communi cation. This hearing |oss sets
in due to overall weakening and reduction of
efficiency of the nerve for hearing and other
structures which formthe ear. Therefore, it
is necessary for the people above fifty years
of age to get their hearing tested at |east
once in a year so that hearing |oss can be
detected in tinme and steps are taken for
appropi rate nanagenent such as fitting a
hearing aid. Oher steps like the follow ng
can also reduce the difficulties in

conmuni cati on.

1. Facing the speaker during conmunication.

2. Tal king under proper light conditions.

3. Making the best use of contextual clues.

4. Speakers should al so respect and show patience while

talking as they owe a lot to the ol der generation.
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SCENE |V

Have you ever seen nedicines turning hazardous such as

a case of this man who is suffering fromtubercul osis.
Byst ander : Sir, what is your problenf

Han : Sir, can you speak loudly as | have sone

probl ems in hearing?

Byst ander Sir, does pus or watery di scharge come out of

your ear or do you clean your ear often?

Man : No | don't have any such problem It al
started when | was having sone illness (trying
to conceal the sane) and started nedication at

a sanatorium

Bystander : (Increasing the distance) Sir, do you mean you
have TB?

Man : No, | had. Gadually | started to have
hearing loss. It was then that ny doctor told

me that this loss is caused by streptonycin.

Byst ander : A nmedi ci ne?!

Man : Unfortunately yes. Medicines, the life saving
medi ci nes have caused danmage to hearing. But
there was no other go. Doctors had to choose

between the devil and the deep sea and they
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opted for the latter. Now they have instructed
nme to reduce the dosage of the nedicines.

Sone medi ci nes such as gentamycin, kananycin
even headache pills like aspirin can cause
hearing loss if taken for a long period or if

t he dosage is nore.

Byst ander : Thank God. | nmet you today and | cane to know
about this. | have the habit of taking
medi ci nes for every thing from headache to
cough, cold and fever. Now | would be nore

careful and consult a doctor.

They have under st ood. Have you? Don't take nedicines
indiscrimnately. Even if you have to take a medi ci ne nake
sure to consult an audiologist as we have nany tests |ike
audi onetry which can detect such hearing losses in early
stages. This will help in reducing the dosage, if possible
or preparing the patient psychologically regarding the side

effects of the nedicine.

SCENE V
| feel nost sorry for the children who suffer from
hearing loss. Hearing |loss nay be tenporary in sone of them
and permanent in others. W wll neet sonme of the children
and their parents. To neet themlet nme take you to a
vol untary organi zation forned by parents of hearing inpaired.
(Parents are sitting and discussing and their children are

pl ayi ng ar ound)
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How cone your child had hearing |oss? What did the
audi ol ogi st say? |s he having the problem since

birth?

No, it was not frombirth but slowy it becane
more and nore. The child specialist has told us
that it is hereditary progressive hearing |oss and
it mght increase till he |ooses his hearing

conpletely. Wat about your child?

My child is not hearing inpaired as such from
birth. Hi s teacher slapped himonce on his right
ear. Since then he is unable to listen to soft
sounds fromright. Doctor told that his eardrum
has been ruptured and told us to keep ear dry and
now we have cone to see whether there is sone

i mprovenent or not.

My child had sone ear discharge fromhis ears and
doctor had told that there is a hole in his
eardrum  And he gave sone nedicines and asked to
keep the ear dry. Wy didn't he prescribe sonme

medi cines to your child?

‘It is because the problens in ohildren differ.

The first child was having ruptured tynpanio
menbrane with no infection. So he was not
prescri bed any nedici ne whereas the second one had

an infection, that is why he had di scharge and he
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was prescribed nedicines. Both were told to keep
ears dry to prevent any further infection. Taking
bath in dirty pools, sleeping in underventil ated
roonms, persisting cold and cough, etc., can cause

ear infection.

Whereas tynpani c nmenbrane can get ruptured due to
many factors such as trauma |ike being slapped or
while cleaning the ear or a loud bang. It is
inmportant to avoid such factors and maintain

per sonal hygi ene.

TAKE CARE ENJOY HEARI NG

(END OF PART I1)
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PART- 111

Characters : Paediatrician, Bonmakka, Basavamma, Audi ol ogi st)

Paed

Bomma :

Paed

Bomma :

Paed

Basava:

Paed

Basava:

Paed

Basava:

Yes! how is your child?

He is better now, doctor. D arrhea has stopped, but
fever is still there. | amgiving the nmedicines that

you have given

Then why didn't you bring your child?

Actually she wanted to nmeet you (pointing to the next

woman) and | canme with her. She is ny nei ghbour.
Her child is not speaking. She wanted to show himto
you.

(Wman 2 wi shes hi m Namaskar)

Okay, tell nme what is the problemw th your son?

He is not speaking. He just says ma. .'. If he

wants anything he just points out.

Is he able to hear sounds?

No doctor, he hears only very loud sounds.

Then that nust be the reason why he is not speaking.

But doctor there is another person in our place who

does not hear, but speaks and goes for work al so.
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How ol d is he?
Twenty four years.
When did he get hearing |oss?

Three years back he met with an accident. After that

we have to shout if we have to call him

So he was speaking normally before that accident.

Isn't it?
Yes.
That is why he is still speaking. He had learnt to

speak before he lost his hearing.

Then do you say that because of the hearing probl em

ny son has not learnt to speak?
Yes.

But, he has learnt to play cricket, he has learnt to

paint and all. How is it possible?

You know, for |earning speech and |anguage, hearing
is essential. Children learn only to speak what they
hear. Your child is having this hearing problem

since birth. Isn't it?

| think so.
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So, he wasn't hearing any sound since birth and that
is why he has not learnt to speak. By the way, where

i's your son?

He has gone to school, doctor.

How old is he? Which class is he studying in?

He is seven years old and studying in third standard.

How did he pass first two classes?! (wth surprise).
Because wi thout hearing, he can't learn in the class

al so.

No doctor, the teacher knows that he is deaf. So,

she passes himdirectly to the next class every year.

No, no, she should not do that. That is not going to
benefit himby any neans. You are doing m st akes
after m st akes. | thought your son would be a snal
child. You are telling he is seven years old. \Wat

have you been doing for seven years?

My not her said that he woul d devel op speech if, we do
sone offering to the God. W did, but still he is

not speaki ng.

Stupidity. You better take your son imediately to

an audi ol ogi st.
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(Wnman 2 starts crying |ooking at the doctor so

irritated)

Al his sin in past birth = |

No, nothing is his sin. It mght be because of your

car el essness al so.

(Surprised and shocked) How doctor?

See, there are nmany causes for a hearing loss. |If
you had any problem during your pregnancy then sone
gerns woul d have gone into your body and that in turn
woul d have affected your child in wonb. D d you have

any problem during pregnancy?

Yes, doctor. | had fever for some tine during ny
pregnancy. But it was not for a long tinme.
Moreover, my sister also had fever during her

pregnancy but her child is normal ?!!

You should renmenber that, that is not the only cause

for a hearing |oss.

(The attender comes and says that M. Rahul, the
audi ol ogi st has cone to see himand the doctor says

to send him inside)

Hel | o doctor! Good eveni ng.

Hel | o Good eveni ng, please cone in
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Audio : Am | disturbing you?

Paed : O course not. One way, it is good that you cane
now. See (pointing to Woman 2) her child is seven
year old and he is deaf and they have not consulted

anybody vyet.
Audio : |Is he deaf by birth?

Paed : Yeah, | was actually talking to her about the

cause only.
Audi o : Then you continue doctor.

Paed : (Turning to wonen) This hearing loss could have
happened before he was born only. You know how?
(Wnen shake 'No') It may be hereditary, that is, the
probl em has been carried to your child fromhis

grandparents, parents and so on.
Basava: But they don't have any problemdoctor!!?

Paed : It is okay. It can al so happen if you have married
your blood relatives. Your child can al so get
hearing loss if your and your husband' s bl ood are not

mat chi ng.

Basava: Doctor, | had fallen down frombench when | was

expecting him

Paed : Yes that al so could have been a reason
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Then do you say that his head woul d have broken when

| fell down?

No, that shock woul d have hanpered the devel opnent of
sensitive parts |like ear and their neural

connecti ons.

Then for any hearing loss, the reason is at nother's

wonb only before birth. 1Is it so, doctor?

No, no, sone problens |ike accidents or pressure over
head or reduced air supply for breathing during birth

can also affect the child.

Then everybody nust be having hearing loss right from

birth. Isn't it?

See, hearing loss can be caused by any of the things
reasons that | have told you so for. For exanple,
food will be spoiled if you prepare food using rotten
vegetables. O if you don't cook it properly or if
you don't keep the cooked food properly also. Like
that hearing |oss can occur before birth or during
birth or after birth, during adult life or even

during old age.

Doctor, when | was small, | used to get ear pain very
often and once | had water com ng out fromthe ear
My parents took nme to a doctor. After that | was

alright. Now I don't have any probl em
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This type of earache and ear discharge that is water
or pus coining out fromthe ear is very combn anong
children. The reason for this can be many such as
common cold, any infection, faulty feeding habits of
not her to the young babi es. If the commn cold is
not treated and if it persists for a longer duration
infection spreads to the ear and causes ear

di scharge. Ear discharge should not be ignored.

The patient should consult an ENT specialist and get

treatment inmediately.
Wiy is it so inportant?

If the infection persists, the other parts of the ear

and even the brain may al so be affected.

But, how faulty feeding habits will lead to this
probl enf?

I f you do not keep the young baby in oblique position
while feeding, mlk may enter the nasopharynx and is
in the upper part of the throat. Fromthere it nmay
pass into the ear through a snall tube connecting

whi ch connects the two.

Mm .. Can you get hearing loss if anybody slaps on
the cheek al so doctor? Because ny nother's nei ghbour
woman was once sl apped by her husband on her cheek

and after that she is not able to hear on that side.
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Yeah, but not exactly. If you are slapped on the

ears, the eardrumnenbrane will tear and then you

won't hear. And not only that, if you use any sharp
objects to clean your ears that also wll danmage your
ear.

In TV they show that gernms will affect the teeth.

Same way, wll the gerns affect the ear also doctor ?

Yes, for eg. when you swmin dirty water, gerns nmay

enter your ear and cause infection in the ear.

Then we put some oil into ear and the gerns die. Am

| right doctor?

Yeah (sarcastically) you put oil in your ear and nmake
"Vada' in that. Don't talk non-sense. I f you do any
such thing, then that will increase the proglem

You shoul d take proper nedication.

(laughing) But, don't take nedicines straightaway
from any nedical shop for anything. Again you wll

be in trouble.

How? You said we should take nmedicines for any

probl em Isn't it doctor?

Because, especially concerning ears and hearing ,
sone nedi cines are very prone to damage the hearing

and those danages are highly incurable. So don't
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take any nedicine indiscrimnately w thout consulting

a doctor.

Not only that. One boy next to ny house was |ighting
crackers during Deepavali tinme and after that he | ost
his hearing in one ear. So you should be carefu

whi | e burni ng crackers.

That cracker burst is one of the causes. There is
anot her nore dangerous thing. Like when you are
exposed to loud noises for |onger durations that can
permanently damage the inner parts of your ear and

you may not regain your hearing.

Then what is the renedy for the workers at factories

who are exposed to such |oud noi ses?

So, those who work in flour mlls are in that risk
isn't it doctor. Because ny brother is working

t here.

Yes, they should protect their ears fromthat noise

by wearing ear protective devices |like earnmuffs and

ear pl ugs.
What should be done for ny child doctor?

See, you should have consulted a speech and heari ng
specialist long back. Now it is very difficult to

make your child speak nornally.
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Then if | had taken himfor treatnent earlier, ny
child would have learnt to speak by now isn't it

doctor? (asks very sadly)

No amma, it is not possible to detect the hearing
loss very early. So, no child with such problem can

speak.

No, no doctor, we can detect the hearing |loss as
early as even few days after birth. That we call
neonatal screening. And research is being done to
test the child' s hearing when in the wonb itself.
So, it is not that we can't test the hearing that
early. By doing that we can definitely help and

treat such children in the best way.

Can't we prevent this hearing |oss?

Surely we can prevent through certain preventive
measures. Qur Al India Institute of Speech and
Hearing is training so many people |ike schoo
teachers and Anganwadi workers to detect speech and

hearing problemat an early stage itself.

So, what do you do after that?

Wth initial screening if hearing loss is suspected,
one has to undergo a conplete hearing test at Al
India Institute of Speech and Hearing in Mysore or

any nearby speech and hearing centre.
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Then will you give nedicines to ny son al so doctor?

No, your son cannot get back his hearing through
nmedi cines. Only renmedy can be putting a hearing aid
and then training himto speak. A hearing aid wll

help himto hear speech [|oudly.

But, one person who works with ny father under went

sone operation. Now, he can hear normally.

That is not possible for your son. See there are
three parts in the ear. One is outer ear, second is
the mddle ear and the last one is the inner ear. | f
there is any problemin the outer ear and m ddl e ear
that can be cured with nedicine or surgery.

O herwise, giving a hearing aid is the only sinple

renedy.
So, can ny son speak now doctor? (asks sadly)

Yes it is possible. But the extent is not definite.
It all depends on how well you train your child after
our advice. You bring your child to our institute.

W will exam ne himand give himproper advice.

(Paedi atrician sends the patients and the scene ends)

(END OF PART 111)
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PART- I V

ROLE OF SCHOOL TEACHER

The various characters
1) 1 Audi ol ogi st
2) 1 school teacher

3) 4 parents

The setting is of nonthly parent - teacher neeting where

an audi ol ogist is also invited.

Teacher: Qur guest today is a person who is working in
Al India Institute of Speech and Hearing which
is situated in Manasa Gangot hri, Mysore. He is
an Audiol ogist who is specialized in the
profession that deals with the problens of the
ear and hearing. So all of you can conme up with
your problens so that he can solve them or

atleast help you in solving them

Audi ol ogi st: Good norning, every body. Feel free to ask any
gquestion regarding the ear and heari ng. | am

here to hel p you.

Parent |: Sir, ny child Prathinma seens to talk very |oudly
even when | amsitting just close to her and

whenever we say sonmething to her, we have to
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shout and tell so that she can under st and. Do

you think she has any hearing problem ?

Teacher: Yes, yes ! even in the class | have to shout
loudly so that Prathim can understand ne. And
she has a very poor academ c performance. Can

hearing |oss effect academ c performance al so?

Audi ol ogi st: So, you are telling that your daughter is not
able to hear and understand whatever you are
saying right? could you please tell me how old
is your daughter and in which class is she

st udyi ng?

Parent |I: Qur daughter is 4 yrs old and we have admtted

her in LKG

Audi ol ogi st: Okay! does your daughter respond to all the
envi ronnmental sounds |ike bus horns, dog barks,

door knocks or when called by nanme?

Parent | Sir, ! she responds to only loud sounds |ike bus
horns but when sonme one knocks the door softly,

she does not seemto hear to it.

Audi ol ogi st: When did you notice this for the first tinme?
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Parent | : W noticed it for the first tinme when Prathi ma

was 1 1/2 years.

Teacher Sir,! can | ask sonething?

Audi ol ogi st: Yes!

Teacher: Is there any correlati on between age and

devel opnent of speech.

Audi ol ogi st: Definitely ! Mdam

Teacher Can you pl ease explain, Sir?

Audiologist: If the child gets the hearing loss at a very
young age, speech and |anguage devel opnent is
directly affected, because of the critica

peri od.

Parent |: Sir, May | know what critical period is?

Audi ol ogist: Critical period for |anguage devel opnent is that
age during which time the child gets maxi ma
speech and | anguage input and a hearing |oss
during this period definitely affects normnal

devel opnent of speech.

Parent |: Sir, does ny child have a hearing |o0ss?



Audi ol ogi st :

Teacher

Audi ol ogi st:

Audi ol ogi st:

Parent |:

Audi ol ogi st:

Parent |

Audi ol ogi st:

65
| amnot saying that your child does have a
hearing |oss because |I have not tested her

objectively till now

So what do Pratima's Parents do now'?

| suppose it would be nice if they cone
along with Prathima to Al SH once for detailed

eval uati on.

The test results indicate the nature and degree
of hearing loss. This helps to deci de whether
the hearing |oss has be treated nedically or
surgically or other wise she will have to wear a

hearing aid.

Sir, what is a hearing aid?

It is a small instrunment which makes sound
| ouder so that the child with a hearing loss can

hear better.

Sir, when should we get Prathima to All SH?

You can conme on any day from Monday to Friday
between 9.00 amto 5.30 pm Saturday's and
Sundays are holidays. W are also closed on

ot her Central Governnent holidays.



Teacher

Audi ol ogi st :

Parent |:

Audi ol ogi st :

Parent |

Audi ol ogi st :

66

As a teacher what can | do for Prathi mn?

As a teacher, it is your responsibility to give
a special attention to Prathima, so that she
can be on par with the other children. Wenever
you are speaking with her, look at her face and
talk. Also talk slowy, so that she can
understand better and nore easily. There should
be good lighting in the roomand do not nove

around when you are speaking with her.

Sir! How can we hel p Prathi ma?

As Prathima's parents whenever you are talking
with her, speak clearly with a good expl anation
with repetitions if required. Also notivate her
to speak. Look at her face when you are
speaking with her, whenever she greets soneone,

let her say verbally w thout any gesture.

Do we have to do any thing el se?

Yes, mmke her aware of the various sounds |ike
dog barks, door knocks, voice of the nother,

father etc.,
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SCENE | |

Sir, our son Rajesh has a continuous flow of a

sem-solid fluid fromhis ears.
Fromwhen is this problempresent in the child?
Fromthe |ast one nonth

Does it look Yellow sh and puss - |ike?

Yes, sSir

I think you should get you child treated from an

ENT Doctor immediately.
Does this discharge affect hearing?

Yes, this discharge does affect your hearing
unl ess treated at the right tine, because this
conti nuous ear discharge if neglected may reach
the inner ear and the brain layers and thus
affect them Also, it may lead to a permanent
tear on the eardrumwhich may lead to a hearing

pr obl em
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SCENE 111

Teacher: Sir, this boy, Pradeep he always conpl ai ns of

pain in his ears.

Parent I11: Yes, Yes he always says that he has pain in his
ears.

Audiologist: Is it in both the ears?

Parent 111: Yes.

Audi ol ogist: It is possible that he has hardened wax in his

ears because of which it is paining. This ear
pain could al so be because of regular cold and

cough, due to which the eardrum becones stiff.

Parent I111: So what should we do now ?

Audi ol ogi st: You can consult an ENT doctor, and get the wax

r enoved.

Parent I11: But sir, | have seen one nan who sits near ny

house and cleans it using pins.

Audi ol ogi st: No, you should never ever go to any unqualified
people. Using pins or match sticks to clean the
ear, can damage the eardrum and inturn cause

hearing probl em
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Parent I11: Then what should we do?

Audi ol ogist: Go to a qualified ENT doctor to get it cleaned.
Take your child regularly for ENT checkup as

children have nore accunul ati on of wax.

SCENE |V

Teacher I find, Rahul to be very active, but wth poor
concentration and he also asks for repetitions.

What could be the possible reason for this?

Audi ol ogi st: These are the common features of the hearing
probl ems, which are clinically called as the

audi tory processing disorders.

Parent |V As the parents of Rahul could we please know

what are these disorders?

Audi ol ogi st: Auditory processing disorders are those in which
the child has no apparent hearing loss but has a

probl em i n understandi ng what is being said.

Parent IV : WII Rahul be having a hearing |oss?

Audi ol ogi st: Rahul may not have problens in hearing sounds
but he may have probl enms in understanding

speech.
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So what should we do now?
Bring himto Al India Institute of Speech and
Hearing so that we can test himin detail and

know exactly about his problem

What are the general guidelines a teacher should
follow while teaching a child who cannot hear

properly?

Bewares of the fact that the hard of hearing
child tires easily as he makes an effort to
follow that is going on in the classroom Do
not punish himfor occasional poor attention.
Encourage himto participate in all the school
activities. Alowhimto sit in the front bench
so that he can hear better and also |ip read.
Wiile talking with himlook at his face and
talk. Let there be good lighting in the room
Remind himto have a hearing test periodically
at least once in a year at a speech and hearing
center. Seat the child in a less noisy area in
the class, that is away fromw ndows facing a
noi sy street etc. Do not nove around when you
are talking and do not turn or cover your face.

Avoid standing with your back to a w ndow or any
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source of light. If there is light behind you,
it isnmore difficult to watch facial novenents.
Speak naturally and do not over exagger ate. It
is easier to see the word when it is spoken
naturally than when the tongue and |ip novenents
are exaggerated. Avoid speaking while you wite

on the bl ack board.

Teacher : Thank you very nuch sir, for your valuable

suggesti ons.

(END OF PART |V)
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PART V

Characters : Somu's famly, Wfe, Daughter-in-law, G andson,

[iuthu, Vishwas, Villager, Anganwadi worker, other patients)
The child is playing with the doll, sqeaker and toys.

(Ramu neets his friend)
Rarmu . Somu, how are you? How is your grandson?

Sonu : I amfine and ny grandson is also fine. He is

very active, naughty but ===
Ranu : But, What?

Sonmu : | don't know. But he is one and half year old and
we don't know whet her he hears our speech or not

and he doesn't speak a word yet.

Ranu . Somu, Why don't you take your grandson to a

speci alist for hel p?

Sonu : Who is the specialist for this?

Ranmu . A person who will test and find out the hearing
problemand will also tell you what should be done.

Sonu . Where can | go?

Ranu . In fact ny son is a specialist for this. | wll

take you to ny son.
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SCENE ||

(Two friends are talking to each other)

Mut hu : How is your job?

Vi shwas : Pardon ne.

Mut hu . (Speaking loudly) | asked how is your job?
Vi shwas - It is good.

Mut hu . How is your famly?

(Once again Vishwas asks for repetition)

Mut hu : How is your famly?
Vi shwas : Everybody is fine. Thank you.
Mut hu : Vishwas, why don't you go and consult an

audi ol ogi st for your hearing problem
Vishwas : Miuthu, |Is he a specialist! | don't know Please

tell me nore.

Mut hu : Audiologist is a person who deals wth evlaution
and rehabilitation of the hearing-inpaired.
(Vishwas explains his problemto his friend)
| can't hear soft sounds and | have difficulty in

under st anding what is being said especially in a

group.
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SCENE 111

| have got a child who is very inattentive and
soneti nes he hears and sonetines he doesn't. He
is very worried about his child. But he is not
getting any solution to his child s problem
Anganvadi worker cones to the village and she
conmes to villager's house. He explains his son's

probl emto Anganvadi worker

| amvery upset and worried about the probl em of

my child and what can | do about ny child.

You can go to sone speech and hearing centre for

hel p.
Where is a speech and hearing centre ?

You go to All India Institute of Speech And
Heari ng Mysore. It is located in Manasagangot hri
and works from Monday to Friday, between 9 amto
5.30 pm Pl ease take him inmmedi ately for

testing, don't delay.

Thank you sister. | wll surely go and consult

t here.

SCENE |V

(Audiologist's clinic, waiting hall, patients are waiting to

get their

hearing tested.)
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(Somu along with his grandson, a villager and daughter-in-

law, Vishwas and ot her patients)
(Audi ol ogi st addresses Somu)

Audi ol ogi st: Namast he, Please cone, sit down. [Is this your

grandson, what is his problenf

Somu : My grandson is now one and half year old, but,
he does not speak even a single word and |

suspect that he does not hear also.

Audi ol ogi st: Please call his nother also. D d his nother
have any probl em during pregnancy?

(Mot her enters)

Somu . What probl enf?

Audi ol ogi st: D d you have chicken pox, neasles, or any

illness during pregnancy?
(addressing the nother)
Sonu . No.
Audiologist: Did you get married anong close rel atives?

Somu . Yes.
Audi ol ogi st: That may be one of the causes of your grandson's
problem Because there are nore chances for the

probl ens to be expressed in such cases.
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Audi ol ogi st calls Somu's grandson for testing. Sonmu cones
along with his grandson. The audiologist presents auditory
stimuli through the audioneter speakers to abserve at what

| evel of the stinmulus, there was response. Then the,
audi ol ogi st put three el ectrodes; one each at the back of the
two ears, i.e., on the nmastoid bones, and one on the
forehead. Then he puts the earphones and presents stimuli to
the ears. He views the responses and finds the degree of

hearing | oss.

(Somu comes out along with his grandson after testing. One
of the patients asks him "Wuat did he do to test your chil d?"

Sonmu expl ai ns about the test).

Sonu : He put pins like things with long wires on both
t he bones behind the ears and put bowl/cup like
thing on ny son's ear and saw the brain
functioning on the TV He told that my grandson

can't hear in both the ears.
( The Audiol ogi st cones out and calls Somu)

Audi ol ogi st: | have done the hearing testing of your
grandchild. For this testing the child shoul d
be sleeping. Electrodes are put on the bones
behind the ears and forehead and headphones are
put on the ears. Then the sound is presented
t hrough the headphones. Eventhough the child is

sl eeping , hearing systemgets activated and
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response to sound is seen as waves on the
monitor. This will tell us whether a child has
hearing problemor not. It will also tell us

the severity of the hearing problem

Then, son can you tell nme how much probl emny

child has and what nedici nes have to be given ?

See, your grandson has got hearing loss. This
cannot be treated by any surgery or nedicine, as
the problemis in the inner ear and beyond. He
has to be fitted with a hearing aid which

i ncreases the sound, speech etc., in the
surrounding. The increased sound, speech is

passed on to the ears.

How | ong should he wear a hearing aid?

He has to wear it throughout his life.

Oh! then ny grandson will not be able go to
school ?
Wake up, we are not still living in the dark.

There are so nmany nethods to overcone the

problem He can be given training to learn to
speak and now, schools are well equipped where
special care is taken for those who cannot hear

normal | y.

Thank you son.
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SCENE V

(Mishwas goes for testing. Audiologist asks himabout his

probl em and details of the problem)

Audi ol ogi st: Since when are you having this problenf
Vi shwas . Sir, last two years.

Audi ol ogist: D d you neet with any accident?

Vi shwas : No Sir.

Audi ol ogi st: Do you have ear discharge now or did you have it

bef ore?
Vi shwas : No Sir.
Audi ol ogi st: Wiere are you working?
Vi shwas I amworking in a factory.
Audi ol ogi st: Since how long are you working there?
Vi shwas . Last six years.

Audi ol ogi st: For how many hours do you work?

Vi shwas : Sir nearly about 9 to 10 hours per day.
Audi ol ogist: Is it very noisy?
Vi shwas . Yes.

Audi ol ogi st: What kind of noise is produced?
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Vi shwas . Heavy machi nery noise which is very |oud

Audi ol ogi st: That may be one of the causes of your hearing

probl em

(Vi shwas goes for testing)

Audi ol ogi st puts headphone on his ear and asked himto raise
his finger whenever he hears the sound. He finds how soft a
sound he can hear. He speaks and asks himto repeat whatever

he speaks.

(After testing, Vishwas and Audi ol ogi st comes out)

When Vi shwas was waiting for the audiologist to give himthe
results, one of the patients waiting asked Vi shwas what did

the audi ol ogist do with him

Vi shwas . He put the headphone on ny ears and asked ne to
rai se the finger whenever | hear the sound. He
spoke some words and asked ne to repeat the

sane.

Audi ol ogi st: Your test results show that you have problemin
hearing high frequencies. This may be because
of the exposure to loud noise in your factory.
Your problemmay increase if you continue to

expose yourself to noise.

Vi shwas : Sir, what should I do to protect ny hearing?
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You have to take preventive neasures.
What preventive neasure, Sir?

If you want to prevent your hearing from

further damage then you have to change your

pl ace of work.

Sir, It is difficult for me to change the pl ace

of work.

Then you have to wear sone ear protective
devices. There are different types of ear
protective devices. I will prescribe you the
ear protective device according to your

conveni ence and factory noise.

SCENE VI

(Audiologist calls villager and asks sone questions)

Audi ol ogi st :

Vil | ager
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Vil | ager

Swany, since how long do you suspect that your

child has this problens?

| don't know exactly but since last one and half
years | amnoticing this problem Now he is
three and a half years old.

Dd your wife undergo x-ray, or did she have any
infections |ike neasles, rubella, chicken pox or
did she take any nedicines during the pregnancy?

Sir, she had neasl es.
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Audi ol ogi st: Did she have neasles during the first three

nont hs of the pregnancy ?
Vi | | ager . Yes Sir.

Audi ol ogi st: Swany, then neasles nmay be the cause of your

child' s problem

SCENE VI |

(Audiologist <calls himfor the testing. Audiologist asks
the villager to sit on a chair along with child. Two sound
boxes are kept one either sides of the patient's chair and
sound is presented through it. The audi ol ogist |ooks for the
responses of the child to the sound given such as eye blink,
crying , laughing, head turn , body jerk etc. But he doesn't
do properly. Then audiol ogist starts show ng a doll when
sound is given, so that the child will look at the doll and
al so hear the sound. After sonetinme only sound is given. Now
the child does properly. Villager cones out from the
testing room Al are very nmuch eager to know about him

because he took a long tinme for testing).

One patient asks him: Swany , Wiy did he take such a |ong
time to test your child?
Vil | ager : My child was not doing properly?

Pat i ent : What did he actually do for your child?
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He asked ne to sit on a chair along with ny
child. There were two boxes near ny chair from
whi ch sound canme. He |ooked for nobvenments such
as body jerk, eye blink, headturn, etc., but he
did not do properly. Then, he started showing a
doll along with sound. So, ny child would | ook
at the doll when sound was given. After sone
time, he stopped showi ng the doll and gave only
sounds. Then, ny child would look at the sound
box whenever sound was given. So, it took a

long time to test ny child.

(Audi ol ogi st cones out of the testing room

Audi ol ogi st :

(Audi ol ogi st
room

(One pati ent
conpl ai nt  of

Audi ol ogi st :

Pati ent

Swary, your son has hearing loss and he has to
be fitted with an hearing aid, a machine that
makes the sound louder. | have to do the
hearing aid trial and choose the best hearing
aid for your child. Please wait for sonme tine
her e.

SCENE VI 1|

takes the next patient and goes into the testing

comes to consult the audiologist with the
headache)

Yes, what is your problenf?

Sir, | have severe headache, since last two
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nmont hs. One of your patient's father told nme

that you give treatnent for headache al so.

No, (with surprise)

Yes sir, he has seen you doing sone test for the
patient with headache. You put pin like things
on bones behind the ear and forehead and saw

sonet hing on TV.

No. that is one of the tests to check hearing.

| don't know sir. He told nme that you give

treatnment. That is why | have cone here.

Soneti nmes, head ache can be an associ at ed

probl ens along with hearing loss. This test is
done for patients who conplain of headache,

gi ddi ness or bal anci ng problens along with
hearing loss. The test helps in check if there
is a tumour or any other problemin the nerve

that is responsible for hearing.

But how will you test hearing fromhead sir?

In this test sound is presented to the ear. The
el ectrodes placed on the head or behind the ear
will tell us how the sound is transmtted to the
br ai n.

(END OF PART V)
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3. SUGGESTI ONS AND CONCLUSI ONS:

The script given in the previous section is neant for
enacting a play. It can be perfornmed as a street play or a
drama or can be projected in the formof telefilmor
teleserial, or even as nonol ogues by neki ng sone necessary
nmodi fications, such as using costunes, stage-setups etc.,
what ever node is used, the essence of the script should not

be | ost.

This play can be translated into other |anguages
i ncluding sone typical verbal expression behabiours of the
respective |anguages. Moreover, songs also can be included
during performance provided that it should be appropriate to

the situation.

Effi cacy of enacting plays depend upon the efficiency of
actors to a greater extent. Hence the perforners have to be
careful to be as natural as possible but, to project

appropri ate expressions verbally and non-verbally while

pl ayi ng.

1. Efficacy of the play should be studied by ensuing
detailed pre- & post- exposure studies on various

sections of the society.

2. Conparative study of effectiveness of two or nore
nodes public education should be undertaken to

ascertain the relative effectiveness.
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3. Conparative study of effectiveness of enacting a play
W th costunes, stage-setups and situation relevant
songs versus the sane play w thout the above aspects

can be undert aken.

4. A study on effectiveness of sanme play on various
subj ect groups such as parents of hearing inpaired,
prof essionals of our field, |aynen, other

prof essionals etc., can be undertaken.

Al the studies done in our field should be propellants
of speech and hearing field to make attain heights (of
prof essi onal i sm) by understandi ng the depths of know edge.
Propelling towards higher altitudes w thout having know edge
about the depth is foolishness and dangerous. Let us hope
for nore and nore speech and hearing professionals who

understand that any human being as a man not as machi ne.

"Despised and rejected nen - yet,

Sure as the sun rises in the east,
Love will triunph; for hate destroys;
But, love is creative and it is

the light of ages!"”

- Sadhu T.L. Vaswani about

Jesus on the cross.
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Yes! at present the speech and hearing inpaired nore
despised and rejected by other. But, sure as the sun rises
in the east, the |love of speech and hearing professionals for
themw Il triunph in giving thema new life full of happiness

and it will continue as the light of ages!.



1.

87

Bl BLI OGRAPHY

Bal | antyne, Martin, MC and Antony (Ed.), (1993).
Deaf ness, Wurr Publishers Ltd., 1993, London.

Katz, J, (Ed.), (1994). Handbook of C i nical Audi ol ogy,

WIlliamand W I kins, Baltinore.

Martin, N F. (1991). Introduction to Audi ol ogy,
Prentice, Hall Inc., Englewod Cliffs, New Jersey.

Martin, N F. (1981). Medical Audiology, Disorder of
Hearing, Prentice Hall Inc., Englewod Ciffs, New Jersey.

McCormck, B. (Ed.), (1994). Paediatric Audiology 0-5

years, Wurr Publishers, London.

Newby, A . H (1964). Audiology, Meredith Publishing
Company, Newyor K.

Newby, A. H and Popelka, G (1985). Introduction to
Audi ol ogy, Prentice Hall Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New

Jersey.

Venugopal , S.J. (1994). Slides and Audi ot apes on Nornma
and Abnormal structure of the ear, an unpublished

| ndependent Project, University of Mysore, Mysore.



