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Chapter 1
INTRCDUCTION

As soon as I graduated from Omcdurman Islamic
University in Sudan in 1977 I joined the editorial board of
"Alsahafa™ a leading dally Arablc newspaper. At that time
I had the opporftunlty to see the performance of the paper
at & close hand. According to my own experience,

—

"Alsahafa" and most Arablc newspapers pay much afttention fto
Internaticnal news. They devote a considerable space Lo
fereign news 1In the front page, edltorial, and 1n the last
page.

When I came tc America I rezlized that 1ittle
attention 1s given to international nsws. It is said that
thhe newspapers are locally concerned and crisis-orientad.

With regard tc this background, I developed a
content analysilis and & comparative study avbout the coverage
cf international news 1in American and Aradb press,

Within fChe last few ysars a consilderable attenticn
nas been focused upon analysls of the international flcw cf
news, wilth specizl emphasis beling placed on content. The
issue 1s concerning "imepalances" of news and "dominaticn”
of the channels cf international news flow Dy relatively
few nations or corganizations.

What constitutes adequate news flow and the

.

purposes of such flow nave been widely discussed at zeneral

sessions of tne United Nations Educational, Scilentific and



Cultural Organizatlon., The flow of news and information
between "develoned" and "developnling" countrles, and befween
America, Western Eurcpe nations and the "Third World" has
a4ls50 Dbeen the subject of many debates and some ressarcih.
Practically there is a realization that the

.

American mass medla devofte a little space and attenticn o
internaticnal news. This 1s reflected in the amount, scope
and type of international news beling disseminated,
particularly frem the Third World countries cof Africa, Asla
and Latin America.

A charge often leveled against the United States
mess media by critics is that mest of the international
news that the media repert tc america 1s about Eurecpe and
very little is about the developing naticons. The critics
further charge that the relatively small amount of nsws
about the Third Worid tends to dwell on sensationalism and
stareotypling.

In a study of 50 daily newspapers publlshed in nins
countries representing the Capltalist, Soclalist and
non-aligned worlds, the United States press ranked last in
the percentage of total editorial space (excluding
advertising) devoted to internatiocnal news., The data
revealad that the United 3tates newspapers surveyed deveoted

less than one half (11.1 percent) the space to

—
Hestern

international news than did the sample papers of
Europe (23.6 percent) and the non-alizned (22.8 percent)

countries, and less than one third fhe space than the East



Suropean papers (37.5 percent) studied.:t
Considering the above findlng, there 1s an
increasing criticism tc the American press. Charles 3.

Seib, syndicated columnist on The Wasnington Post staff,

coserved that "forelzgn news 1is a stepchild Iin most
newspapers and on most news broadcasts, and that ccvarage
overseas 1s diminishing."2 A simllar critique was i1ssued

by Los Angeles Times Paris correspondent Don Cook, who not

only decrled the declining number of U. 8. correspondents
abroad, but alsc lamented the resultant deterioration in
tne quality of overseas reporting and the lack of a
"renewal of talent" in the field.3

The critics also claim that many American reporters
and news media tend fte narp upcn the negative and unseesmly
side of life when dealing with developments in young
countries. A Daily Times* article claimed that military
coups, corruption, poverty and calamities are the staple

diet dished ouft by some United States news agencies in

their coverage of Third World countries. The coverage, the

lGeorge Gerbner and George Marvanyl, "The Many
Words of the World's Press," Journal of Communication XXVII
{Winter 1977), 52-66.

2Cnarles B. Sein, "The Dwindling Coverags of
Foraizn News," The Washington Post, February 3, 1978.

3Don Cock, "Trench Coats for 3ale: The Ecllipse of
he Foreign Correspondents," Saturday Review, June 24,
78, p. 16,

UvIssues that Interest the West," The Daily Times,
Monday, August 8, 1977, p. 3.




article continued, 1is often made more unpalatable by the
tendency among some news agencies and newspapers o provide
only shallow revorting of major =vents in developing
nations.

In the article's opinicn, the type of bias which
permeatas the United States press was shown by the Newsweek
correspondent who covered the Organization of African Unity

on

[

(OAU) summit in Libreville. "He characterizad the ovat
given to president Idi Amin as an endorsement of the
Ugandan's policies. However, the correspondent failad to
mention that as head of state, amin 1ike every other
president who sSpokKe at the conference, recelved an ovation.
The reporter then disparagingly described president 3Bongo
cf Gabon as "small" and president Mengistu of Eftnlopila as
Tiictle, ™

In the article's Judgment, the correspondent failed
%o take the QAU seriously, to thoroughly interpret the
various matters wnlch came before the organization, or to
avaluata the success of that particular session of the GAU
wnich many delegates agreed was far more successful than
previous ones.

On the other hand, the Middle EZast, especially
since 1967, has been in the forefront of the world news as
an international '"hot spot," and a place of possible
confrontation between the sSuper powers. The news flow Trom

West to East has 1ts importance in as many as the Arab

media attempt to shape the Images which the Arab worla
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forms of the internatilional powers and fthe outslde world in
general.
dccordling to Dr. Mlchael W. Kamell the major

Tactors for power and dimporftance in the Middle Xast are:?

e

First, since most of the peoples of the Middle East

share the same language and religion, they are apt to have

similar attitudes for the Islamic relizion which has vary
precise rules rezgarding personal behavior. This »ond nelips
link people together as a unlt sven though thelr

nationalities may be divarse.

Second, the three major rellizions of the Westearn
world emanated from thls reglon. The Jews and Christians
Llook upon Palesfine and most particularly Jerusalem as the
nhome of %Their ancient heritage. The MHoslems turn to iMecca
and Medina as well as ¢ Jerusalem for spilritual zuldance
and, of ¢ourse, have a strong desire to make a number of
pilgrimages during their lifetime.

Third, the Middle East 1is strateglcally locatad.
IC may be viewed as a corridor through which trade and
commerce between the sast and the west must pass. L7 is
not particularly necessary for the Western nations to
dominate or control the area; howevar, 1t 1s of utmost
lmportance to develop and retaln a spirit of goodwlll among

all %tne powers 3o that the flow of trads can continue

SMichael W. Xamell, The Middle East: A Humanistic
Approach, Elizabeth, New Jersey: Andrews Publishing
Company, 1973, p. 22.
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without any impediment.
Fourth, Middle Easterners havs found themselvas

ting on top of an extremely valuable resource-—-o:il. The

ot

si
presence of tremendous oll reserves carries rights and
obligations as well as beneflts for those in the Middle
Bast. Not only are the Middle Fastern ©¢il reserves grsact,
but 1t 1is produced in this area at a nmuch lower czost than
anywhere else 1In the world despite the additional cosft of
transportation. And this 1s due primarily to the lowsr pay
scale [for the employees.

I think, along with the area's strategic location
between east and west, the polarizaticn of the western
powers 'democracy'" against the Sovietf Union "Communlism" has
increased the significance of the Middle East. 3oth forces
atftempt to sway the new Arab world to thelr cwn ideclogy.

Since the Arab nations are not yet self-sufficient, it 1is

3
D

impossible for them fto withstand the constant pressu
plLaced upon them. They do need help buf the gquestion is
who will supply the assistance and at what cost.

Another problem, the miniscule stats of Isrzsl,
sharply wedged in the center of the Middle East, 1s the
cause of a further power struggle and conflict. To my
ocpinion, if the Unilted Nations were ideally as strong as 1%
s3nould be, the conflict could have been resolved within
that body. Unfortunately, at pnresent 1t is too inerfectual
to bring about 2z solution.

The direction of Arab press coverage of



international news can be explained by several criteria,

The most 1lmpeortant of which is a foreign country's attisude

4]

to the Arab-Israell problem. Consequently, some Arab pres
coverage of J. 8. news 1s negative because they bhelisve
trat the United States support Israel in 1its war against
them.

A study about foreign news In the Arab press6 found
that the persistence of cultural affinity established by
former colonlal tles 1z borne out to a2 certain degres by
Algerian and Syrlan reporting on France, and Kuwalt's
repcrting on Great Britain.

The Arab world consists of eignteen countries which

are independent and different, but all share a language,

©
(=

religlon, culture, and sanse of common destiny. But news
media Institutions do not exist independently of their
anvircnments they usually take on the ”forh and coloratibn
of the soclal and political structures" within whilch fthay
operate."’ There 1is an intimate, organic relationsnip
between the media instifuticns and scclety in €the way those
institutlons ars organized and controlled. HNeither the
instiftution nor the scociety 1in which 1t functions can be

understocd properly without reference fo the other.

6Nabil DajJani and John Dononue, "Foreign News in
the Arab Press: A Content Analysls of Six Arab Dailies,”
Gazette Veol, XIX, 1973.

Trrea 3. Siebent, Theodore Paterson, and Wilbur
Schramm, Four Theories of the Press, Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 1963, p. 1.
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Arabo press has always Dbeen closely tied to

nolitics. The first newspapers that appeared in She Arabd

b

world were not private buft official government publications
intended to tell government bureaucrates and the people

what the government wanted them to hear. In recent years,

P

differences over pollecy, changes of regime and changes o

polltical system have helped fto focus attentlion con the

3
=
[N

value of the press for polifical purposes. Bub pericds of

[

tensicn and instability have made government especlally
concerned acouf the influence of the press and 1%s control.
The Arab Jjournalist, in order tc succsed, must be highly
sensitive to the political system 1n nis country. in
addition, the organization he works for [its into nis

ing political system z2nd thus he nust take

(]

country's preval
that 1into account.

William A. Rugh cnaracterized the Arab press Lnto
three catagories:d

First, mobilization system which has emergsd in

cocuntries where the ruling group 1s aggressively dedicated
o revelutlonary change, but r=qguires active support Ifron
the media to help achleve 1ts stated pgoals.

Secondly, the Loyalist press exists iIn countries

Where a more Gtraditional pelitical system prevails. In

j e

tnls situation no real organized public oppcsitlion exists

dwilliam A. Rugh, The 4Arab Press, Syracuse:
Syracuse Univzrsisy Presa, 1979, p. lbdl-62.




and the government dces not require the press to genzrate
putlic action.

The third system, the diverse press, functiocons in 2z

political environment where the public expression of a
variety of opinions 1ncluding criticlsm of government is
possible. According ftoc thils system, the press is privafte

and there are more dally papers than in c¢ther countries.
Purpose

The primary purpose of this study was to determine
opjectlvely the volume and types of international news
published over & 3-month period within the second gquarter
of 1981 (April-June) in ten American and Arab daily
newspapers. The sscondary alm was fo determine the
lnternatlcnal news flow with regard to geographic aresas
arcund the world. The study alsc discussed news sourze and
determined how newspapers depend upon staff, news agenclies
and unspecifled sources.

Since it was teyond the scope of thils study to
cover all media of communication, 1t was decided to
concentrate on lnternational news as presanted in the
United Statas and Arab natlons newspapers.

The format of this study is: (1) Introduction,
(2) Background Information, (3) Research Design, (4
Results, and (5) Summary, Conclusilons and Recommendatiocns.
Also, there are two supplements of Bivllography and

Appendizxes.



Chapter II

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Importance of Internaticnal News Coverage

As the world nas been drawn closer together, the
physical realm and the political schisms at any point have
taken on Importance all around the glcove. International
news 1s less "forelgn" in its influence on pecople's 1ives.
Therefore, 1t presents a greater challenge to the press and
assumes more importance than 1t tradltionally pnossessad.

While nations nave thelr unique and separate deing

with thelr own processes of Interaction and senses of

(@]

=]

communlty within their s3ystems, %they are no more completely

cr

isplated than are the individuals who dwell in a grea
clty. A constant interplay of activitvy brings nations as
well as individuals 1into contact with cthers. Events
extarnal to fthe system or fo an organism may have the most
important conseguences for 1t, and all living systems nave
provisions for recelving information concerning extsrnal
events from the '"outsides."

The price a living system or organism may pay 1if
i¢ fails to utlilize its powers of surveillance of 1ts
environment can be death or serious injury to 1lt. HNations,
Just as tlological organisms, must carry out this
surveillance of the environment througn an exchange of

information if they wisn %o continue existencs 1n fthe face
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of outside nhazard. Informational inputs resulting from
such surveys of the environmenti glve the controllers and
dirasctors of the systems knowledge upon whlch Lo base
rzsponses appropriate o the maintenance of their system.
Hester believes in the study and research of ths
internaticnal flow of information bvecause such information
may be 1n part the basis upon which national policles in
forelgn affairs are declded, or upon which domestic
pollcies may 1In part be based. The direction, volume and
content of international information flow 13 measuracle, at
least in part. According to Hester, an understanding of
now national systems function and their relationsnips to
other systems has implications for the setting of foreign
volicy, the chance of war or peace, and sclving vrovlems of
conesion or division among mankind. !

Lester Markel, Sunday editor of tThe New York Times,

stated in hls opening address at the Third General Assembly
of the International Press Institute fthat:

It is said that the primary Job, sursly [rom the
circulation point of view, 1s to print the local news,
and that there 13 not the space to give attention to
wnat we denominate as "foreign news." Yet I ask
whether thls news 1is really "foreign?" If war explodes
again, local youth wlll be drafted to fight and to die
on fereign soil. If local taxes are high, 1t is
because We are spending to resist forelzgn aggression.
I anotner local recession comes, 1t may well Dbe
vecause of the bparrilers in foreslign trade.

No, this news 1s not foreign, 1t is near and

1 - ' 3 4 3

+A]l Hester, Theoretical Considerations 1in
Predicting Volume and Dirsctions of International
Information Flow, The Gazette, 1973, p. 241.




ilmmedlate.

I am confident that the reader wlll not negisct
such news, 1f 1t 1s made understandable to him and 17
its urgency 1s 1Indlcated. Tnis, it seems to me, 1is the
great and 1lmmediate task of Journalism; fo transliafe
international news into the language of the main
streets everywhere.

Otner Journalists agree wlth Markel.
Merrill, Bryan and Allsky stress that:
The flow of infernational news 1n the modern world
is not only nighly important to fthe 1nternational press

picture; it 1s actually the starting polnt, the basic
requlslte, of a communications system geared to betfer

T

understanding among races, natlonalities and cultures.3
Another 1importance of internatilonal news
coverage-—1%t can and does influence public opinion when it
invelved with interpretation and international
understanding.
In 1964 Merrill, Bryan and Alisky stated:
An 1nformed public opinilion 1is needed throughout the
world 1f Judlcious decisions are to be made; a
free-flowing and intelligent supply of news angd
Interpretation must nourish this public opinion.
In Markham's 1961 study, "Foreign News in the
United Statses and South American Press," he contends that:

Those who belleve that peace and security depend
upon world public opinlon based on internaticnal

2Leste Markel, quoted by Theodore Edward Kruglaxk,
The Forelgn Correspcondents: A 3tudy of the Men and Womsn
Reporting for fhe American Information Mediaz in Western
murope, Geneva, Switzerland: Ilibrairie E. Droz, 1955, pp.
119-20.

3John C. Merrill, Capfer R. Bryan and Marvin

41isky, The Foreign Press, Baton Rouge: Loulsiana State
University Press, 1964, p. 5.

4Mer‘r‘ill, Bryan, and Allsky, op. cift., p. 2.
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understanding recognize the growing importance of an
adequate and meaningful flow of Iinformation amcng
vecples as one main means of achieving such goals.

They expect the sccially responsible mass communication
medla to provide comprehensive coverage. This
country's position as a leader of the free world makes
1t imperative that Amerilcan above all, should become
reasonably well 1nformed about foreilgn arfairs, L our
leadersnip 1s fo be effective-—or, indeed, if we are to
contlinue to lead.

In 1977 president Anwar Al Sadat of Egypt on the
occasion of the People's Assemply to discuss a new preass
law, he stressed the role of the press in creatinzg public
opinion.

The [ourth authority which we have creatzd i1z the
press. This 1s hecause the press nas a great influencs
on public copinien . . . We cannot allow our press,
which shapes public opinion, to be contreolled by an
individual or by an oplnicnatad and temperamsntal
newspaper publisher, nor {or that matter by & group ofF
people who want to impose tnelr will on the people.

No, the prgss 1s the properfty of the peopls and 1t will
remain so.”

It is conventicnal wisdom fthat world peace can
exist only in an atmosphere of adequate international
communication. The United States has been abuncantly
coverad 1in Arab newspapers. It may be speculated rhat
such coverage added to more knowlesdge of the Unitead
States. On the other hand, in order for Americans to
learn about forelgn lands, they need to be enlightened

N

about such places. Because of America's decisivs role

2James W. Markham, "Foreign News in the Unict
3tates and Soutnh American Press,’ Public COpinion Qua
Vo. 25, p. 249.

ad
rterly,

Banwar A. Sadat, Quoted by William A. Rugh,

The Arab Press, Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University
- S AT o s &
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<t

in the world, 1t is important for its people to be

accurately informed. They need the facts to help them

formulate Intelligent opinicns because "what any perscn

knows, or thinks he knows, determine hew he behaves.

His opinicon and his behavior, multiplied by the

cplnions and behavior of all those of his fellow men

.« « + determine the history of the world. Tl
From this short discussion 1% is evident that

international news 1is important in the world communication.
It helps to create public cpinion and to bring about
international understanding. 3ut whilie the importance cof
internaticnal news may not be denled, several factors
combine to create problems 1In the press' coverage of zuch

news a3 well as in the public's understanding of what 1is

presanted.

Proolems of Internaticnal News Coverage

The Political Problem

The greatest obstacle to improving information on
world affairs is the disintegration cf lines of
communication between segments of a politically diwided
world. It 1s recognized that it is now almost i1mpossible
for the other nations of the world to obtain frustwortny

news from authoritarian countries under communist control.

"Robert U. Brown, "Shop Talk at Thirty," Editor
and Publisher, XCIII (1960), ». 112,
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And the fact is that 1t 1is seriously undermining the
reliability of international news regardless of what steos
individual editors may take. The International Press
Institute conducted a survey and drew up a questionnalirse
entitled "Wnat 1s Needed to Improve Information on World
AfTairs?" and sent it to editors 1n every part of the globe
where the press 1s relatively free from government control.
Replles to the questionnaire had come from 248 editors in
41 countries.

The editors had few recommendations as how Zo deal
with the political problem. Mogt of them believe thaf the
PP

only answer Co this difficulty lies in the final szettiesment

Fal .
2w

of political differences with fhe Soviet Union. But a

newspapermen, notably the editor of the Chicago Sun Times,

directly dlssented from this point cf view. His
reccmmendation:

A rwuch more determined effort on the part of news
gathering agencles and newspapers to penetrats the Iron
Curtain. This effort must be accompanied by a much
more courageous editorlal attltude, 1i.e., to transmit
news about Communlsft-run countries even when 1t isn't
unfaveorable to them. In snort, %o try for a balanced,
truthfyl news report from the "other nall'" of the
world,

Another problem which exists 1s the government attitudes.
According to thne International Press Institute, a largs

number of editors are uneasy about the attltudes of thelr

own public officlals toward "news,” and are particularly

_ 8The International Press Institute Surveys, vo.
1-6, Improvement of Information, Zuricn, 1952, p. S.
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sensltive to a government's use of "secuprity"
conslderations to Justify 1ts restrictions on the rslesase
of information. The edltor of the Tel-Aviv Yedloth
Chadashot declares that censorship 1s "upheld mostly under
the pretexft of security reasons--'securify' meaning, in
reality, the wish of governments to slt more secursely and
ne able to govern wifhout the interference of a free

press." Sydney Sunday Sun edlitor makes thls observation

about the growth of the security complex:

In the democracilies some confrols on informaiton
which were institufted during World War II st£ill remain.
Worse stlll, securlty practices which were no doubt
necessary during the war created a state of mind among
bureaucrats. These men now belleve that agenclesa of
news dissemination should rely on the nandout. They
discourage and avold cn-the-record interviews, actively

3

resent dnguiry by newsmen who are secklng affter the
Sruth.

The Internaticnal Press Institufte gilves some
recommendations to solve the poliltical problem of
international flow of news. If proposes:

1. An internatilonal press organlzation tc fignt
agalnst gmgovernment restrictlons wherevsr they may
occur.

2. News agenciles and Journallsts mlght refuse to serve
papers 1n countries where governments consistently
SUpPPress or cansor news.

3. An international press organizatilion under the

guidance of the United Nations whilch would have as




a mlissicon to promete vigorous actlon against abuses
almed at the press.
4. A Canadian editor offers this rule of thumb: "See
that newspapermen handle the news and the
politicians handle the politics."l0

On the other hand, some criftics accuse Unitad

States forelgn correspondents of '"wisnful guessing on many
vital international issues."ll According to Hechinger:

The public 1is more sincerely interested in world
affairs than ever before. Events in distant places
affect the American reader more directly than at any
rrevious %time 1n history. But there 1s every
indicaticon that the newspapers and magazlnes are ftryling
to fit news reporfs into preconcelved trends and
theories instead of covering fthe news the hard and
thorough way; that they are 1intent on proving certain

facts, and conseguently are no longer able o 582 that
the facts they proves are no longer facts at all.*

5,

Among the reasons which may account for the
existence of such conditicons are: (1) lack of foreizn news
interpretation, (2 overemphasis on political news, and (3)
sparseness of Unitad States press reporfers abroad.

In sevaral cases, however, the correspondents are
besef by provlems beyond fthele contrel. For example, wnilis
they may not have trouble filing stories from most

developed nations, they do sometimes experilence

difficulties in obtaining information sufficlent snough o

10Ip14., pp. l4-15.

LlFpred M. Hechinger, "a4ll the Mews That Fits the
Pattern,'" Harper's, CXCVII, 1949, p. 42,

121v14., pp. 35-63.
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file an accurate report from developling countries.

Reporting from the Middle East

A foreign correspondent when reporting from the
Middle East faces several problems. A survey conductad by
tie International Press Institute, "The Nlews From the
Middle East," found that these problems are:

1. The correspondent suffers from the lcw esfeem in
which Journallsm, as a profession, 1s held in some parts of
the Arab World.

2, The correspondent 1is handicapped by the special
drawback of nelongling to a particular foreign nation and
the failure c¢f that natlon to glve suppeort tc the cause of
a particular Middle East country often reacts on the
Individual representative. An American correspondent
reported: "In the Mlddle East the correspondent is
censtantly ccenfronted witn suspiclon. Arabs, too well
awares cof the bad press they have in America, are Lloath to
zive out Information for fear it may ote used azalanstc them
in some way." Of the position of British correspondents a
contrilbutor wrote: "HEven before the severance of official
relatlons, British Journallsts in Iran were under
increasingly close survaillance and were not allowed to
vislt Abadan or, in fact any part of Rhuzistan.
of this wvital area the Brictish press had to rely on the

rare interview wlth other foreizn correspondents and on

(’r‘
i—l-
w
i
o]
=
F

rumors cressing the bvorder to 3Baghdad or the Pars
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to Kuwalt."

3. The Arab aufthorltiles try to limit the view of the
forelgn correspondent to as narrow a field of events as
possible because they regard the reporting of thelr area as
often unfair. A EBrifish correspondent saild, "The picture
of Irag, for example, has been so badly presented to the
world because the autherities are afraid of what the
forsign press wilill do to them next.”

4. There was agreement that there were frequently

administrative delays 1n arranging appointments.l3

Wire Services and Internaticnal News

The two major Amerlcan news agencles, Associated
Press and Unitfed Press Infternatiocnal, helped break the
dAnglo-French meoncpoly in the years after World War 1. They
play an important role in the Amerlican press system." They
furnish American newspapers and proadcasfters all across the
country with a comprehensive summary of naticnal and worl’d
news.”l“

Some studles have determined Che percentage of
international news in the two wire agencies. In his 1961
study Hart menftioned that, "The princlipal sources wers

found to be the AP and UPI which supplied nearly two-thirds

13International Press Institute Survey No. IILI,
"The News from the Middle East," Zurich, 1954, pp. 36-37
Liverrill, Bryan, and Alisky, op. clt., ©. 44,
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cf’ the foreign news used by the papers during the thrze
weeks understudy.":> Cutlip adds that, "dmerican
newspapers use propeortlonately mere avallable Washington
and fcorelgn copy via the wire services than they do fron
other sources."16
While many may agree that the internaticnal news

agencles provided much of the forelgn news published, some
disagree about the conseguences of the barrage of such
news. According to the International 2Press Institute
Survey, the editcrs’' main cbjectlons to the presentation of
news agencles are:!

1. Agencles tend tc sensationalize thelr copy in an

ef'fort to outdo thelr rivals.

o

They put too great emphasls on spot news,

particularly in the peliltical {ield.

3. They do not supply enough backzround and
interpretation in thelr news reports.

4, Thneir copy too often lacks human Interest and loczal
color.

5. In particular cases, thelr news coverags 1s Goo

restrlicted zecographlcally.

6. Thelr daily reports ars too "nationallstic" in

157im 4. Hart, "The Flow of ZInternational News Into
Onio," Journalism Quarterly, ZXXVIII, 1961, pn. 542,

.
1056c0tt M. Cutlip, "Content and Flow of AP
News—-From Trunk tec TTS to Reader," Journallism Suarterly,

XXXI, 1654, pp. 434-46,
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approach to sult the fastes of =dltors in soms

parts of the worid.t7

New wWe turn to discuss the critcicism of the
international news agencies with regard to the Inter-
national Press Instiltute Survey and some studies.

According tc the IPI survey, thne remarks of two
newspapermen, one an american and the other a Swiss,
falrly well sum up the editor's point of view on the

Sensationalism change. The editor of the Zurlch Neue

Zurcher Zeltung declares:

The quality of news we get from the agencles is
unsatlsfactory and subject to great fluctuatlons. This
is due to the fact that mest agencies show a tendenacy
t0o present news 1n a sensaticnal Torm. This tendency
nas 1lncreased with the desire of agencles to teat
competitors and has led to the creation of artilicial
sensations, such as the puffing up of purely hypo-
thetical declarations by officlal departments.

From Pittsburgnh {(USA) the editor of the Zost

Gazette says:

News gervilices tend to evaluate correspondents by
the number of exclusive sftorles they met. . . .
Knowing this, correspondents tend to over-dramatize
thelr news accounts, Knowing that the "color” and
"drama' of a story will result 1in a better display than
the lack of such elements, althougnh the sfory laclki
them may be more rounded out and more objective.lb

In their criticism of coveremphasils on "spcot' news,

a number of edifors say the agencles fall to glve readars a

comprehensive and properly evaiuated plcture of

17”Improvement of Infeormation," Internatlonal Fress
Institute, Survey Nec. I, Zurich, 1952, p. 20.

181p1d., p. 20.
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miscellaneous worlid happenlings, and that the readers arse
of'ten left in the dark about important international <Srends
taking place below the surface of the current events. The

editor of Chattancoga Times (Tennessse, USA) says:

We let zgreat and Iimportant trends in international
affairs develeop wlfthout peing reported until or unless
a cork blows out of a potfle somewhere and makas a
story on which a more or less exclting news lead can be
made. The next zreat genlus in the newspaper world
wlll be someocne who can gilvs more continuity to the
greatest continued sftory ever told . . . the day's
news . . . .19

The same attitude is expressed from a slightly

different angle by the editor of Ce Matin-LePays (Paris)

Emphasis on chronolegy impresses the reader always
«+ v » « Bvents of very different dimensions ars
presented In the same maenner so the reader often
misunderstands thelr relative importance. Llkewise,
the reader is often unaware of whether or not the
attitudes or statements of a forelgn iIndividual cr
group are simply a platitude or the reflecticn of an
important current of public opinion. . . . A constant
effort fo classify and and observe a scale of relatlve
values in all news stories would za a valuable
reform.

Background and Interpretation are useful and

necessary. Critics often charge International news
agencies for the lack of ovoth.
Most U.S. newspapers remaln dependent for thelr

reports of forelgn events, whether requiring crash coverage

3
.

or not, excluslvely upon the services of the news agenc

4]
w

Admiratvle as these may be, most newspapers and thelr

191nid., p. 21.

201p14., p. 22.
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millions of readers are lefft without supplementary
and interppetation.21

Untll this situation i1s remedied, the report

continued, readsrs may continue to be left inadequately
prepared fo understand complex crises when they arlse, no
matter how brilliant the reporting may bLe.

According to IPIL survey, the ediftor of the Natal

Witness (South Africa) declars:

The average news agency message, Lnough factually
accurate, dees ncot give encugh bpackground informatlon
to make the evants reportec intelligible In thelr
contexts. Emphasis 1is placed on the event and %o
cause frequently neglected--for example, a pcolitilcal
crisls may be repcrted without reference %o the sceclal
and econcomic factors that have produced it.
Conseguently, the impression is tco often given of a
series of wviclent, disconnected hnappenings wlthout any
apparent cause.

Ancther ceniroversial aspect of International. news

raporting 1is the uniformity of wire content. However, in

his 1959 study of the wire content of six Michigan dailies,
Stempel found that, "Iz dces not seem that the agreement
amongz the six papers 1in the study ccnstitutes a degree of
conformity that is likely fte standardize infermation and

opinions of readers of these papers.23 Again in another

21lTheodore E. Kruglak, "'Crash' Coverage of U.S.
Media in Hungary and the ¥iddle East,'" Jcurnalism
Quarterly, XXXV, 1698, p. 25.

22Kruglak, "Improvement of Information," IPI,
Survey No. 1, Zurich, 1952, p. 22.

2

‘3Guido H, Stempel III, "Uniformity of Wire Content
of 8ix Michigan Dallies,”" Journalism Quarterly, XXXVI,
1959, ». 48.
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study, Stempel concluded that, "The wire does not impose
1ts stuandards on a newspaper.'24

The subject matter of international news, as well
as 1ts treatment, arouses remarkable dissatisfaction. Many
of us would like to see a greater proportion of human

interest material. Now the emphasls 1s heavlly on the news

£

of diplomatic negotiations, military activity and economle

problems. We kKnow little of the problems which confront
the average individual in forelgn countries, In the IPL
survey, the managling editor of the Hartford Times,
Connecticut, states the problem:

There are many legitfimate and important news flelds
wnich are untouched by forelgn correspondents, 1
some cases perhaps due Lo their lack of gqualifica-
tlon for covering them. There I1s tlg news in the
field of culture which 1is nct glven tc us by any of
the regular news services. The premicsre of a
Stravincky opera 1n Venice was blg news, but the
three majcor wirs services passed 1t up compltely.

I do not telleve that the field of medical sclence
or sclence 1in general 1s combed abrcad. I fesel the
same doubts pregarding re=ligion and literaturec 2

M

T

1

Now after the discussion of the role and the

i

pronlems c¢f the International news agenclies, we turn to

H

talk about Arab news agenciles.

Arab News Agencies and Infternaticnal News

By the mid-1970s, news agencles nad peen

28cuido H. Stempel III, "How Newspapers Use the
Assoclated Press Afternoccn A-Wire," Journallism GQuarterly,
AXXAI, 1964, pp. 380-4.

25@U1ido H. Stempel III, "Improvement of
Information," IPI, Survey No. 1, Zurich, 1952, p. 23,
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established by each of sighteen Arab countries. But they
were guite different from the international news agenclzss
just discussed. They dirffer bcth 1iIn purpose and in actual

function. (Table I)



Table I

National News Agencies in the Arab Cocuntries

The Sudan 1946 Sudan News Agency (SUNA)#
Egypt 1956 Middle East News Agency (MENA)
Morocco 1959 Maghreb Arab Presse {(MAP)

Iraqg 1959 Iraci News Agency (INA)
Tunisia 1961 Tunis Afrique Presse (TAP)
Algeria 1961 Algerie Presse Service [(APS)
Jordan 1965 Jordanian News Agency (JNA)
Syria 1965 Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA)
Libya 1966 Jamahiriah MNews Agency (JANA)S
Lebancn 1966 Lebanese News Agency (L#4)
South Yemen 1968 Aden News AQency (ANA)

Saudi Arabia 1971 Saudi News Agency .(SNA)

Yemen Republic 1971 SABA4 News Agency(SAEA)

Qatar 1975 Qatar News AGency (@NA)

Oman 1975 Omani News Agency (ONA)

JAE 1976 Emirates ilews Agency (ENA;
Banrain 1976 Al-Knalij News AGency {(HKNA}
Kuwalt 1576 Kuwaiti News AGency (XUNA)

¥The Sudan Press Agency was established in 1945 and
replaced in 1960 by SUNA.

§The Libyan News AGency was created in 1956, and the name
was changed to Arab Revoluticnary News Agency in 19759,
then to JANA.
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The real primary purposes of these organizations

1. To improve the dissemination of information about
the natlonal government and thne country
2. To improve the government's control over the

acqulsition of incoming forelign news .2

All of the elghteen agencles ares organized as
departments of thelr national zovernments and dirsctly
responsive to official policy guidance. Thus they were
intended primarily to dissemlinate and control demestic
information, and were not created to collect iInternational
news. Some of them devaloped networks and exchanges wnich
zot them secondarily into foreign news agencles.

The first underlying motivation for estavlishment
of thesc elgnteen government-run news agencles was a desire
to improve the dissemination of news about the nafiocn and
the government. There was a fgeling In all of these
countries that misunderstanding and distortlons existed,
and that things needed to be sef straight.

The second purposs of these agencles 13 fo nelp %o
improve the government's contrel and influsnce over
incoming forelgn news. According to William A. Rugh stucy
about fthe Aradb press there are three differenct approaches

to carrying out fthis function:

20yil1liam A. Rugh, The Arab Press, Syracuse:
Syracusa University Press, 1979, p. 140,
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In eight Arab countrles--Algeria, Iraq, Libya,
Oman, Sudan, Tunisia, and the two Yemens--the national
naws agency 1s the only organlzatlon in the country which
ls permitted to subscrive teo forelgn wire services. 41l
lncomilng forelzn news must 2o through fhe naticnal news
agency, which selects and sometimes edlts the 1tems which
are passed cn to the press. The arrangement glves the
naticonal agency adltors, and the government for whom thney
work, considerable potential for controlling forelgn news.
They are, in effect, powerful gatekeevers who can scrsen
out some storles and enhance the Importance of ocothers to
suit thelr political purposes.

In a second group of nine Arab Countriles~-Bahrain,
Egypt, Jordan, Yorocco, Kuwalt, Qatan, Saudi Arabla, Syria
and UAE--fhe national news agency does nct have a monopcly
on the acguisition of forelign news, bDecause the media ars
permifted to subscribe directly fc¢ infernational news
agencles. But 1f the story has any political implications,
the newspaper edltor will see wnat the government thinks
about 1it.

Finally, there 1s a third system aft work in
Lebanon. The Lebanese News Agency (LNA) 1s a government
organization like 1its counterparts in the rest of the Aprab
world, But it does not have a mcnopoly and 1ts influence

on inceoming foreign news 1s qultve weak. 27

27Ip1d., pp. L43-46.
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There has been an Arab attempt to increase the flow
0 news between the east and the west. A recent meeting of
the news agencles division of the Euro-Arab dlalouge =nded
with the possipillfy to improve Information flow between
Europe and the Arab world. They agreed to treat each
other's news with greater respect and to aim for mors
balanced coverage.29

Discusslon about how to 1mprovas the news flow
balance took place at varicus internatlonal conferences.
And sevearal conferences were called for the formation of
national communications pollcies and for the initiation cof
a non-aligned news agenciles pool to most acountries to
exchange news with one another.

Statements and actions such as these by Third World
and non-aligned countriles resulted in 1declogical

disagreements with the west. The Third World say that news

(o3

ope

[

flow is 1in fact only followling a one-way from the deve

p

o the developling countries. And that freedom would bhe

meaningless 1f only certaln people have the finances and
facllities to exerclse that freedom. But few Third YWorld
natlions have the economic strength to glve them world power
status. "Therefore, most Third World news agencles
appeared unable to afford expansion and, withouf this,

would ¢ontinue to depend on the perspective of news

28News Information Flow Improvad, Saudi Report,
Vol. 2, No. 38, Saudi Research and Marketing Inc., Houston,
Texas, June 29, 1981,
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agencies from the develored world."29

Newspapers Circulation and Internatlional News

Various studles have found a correlation between
newspaper ¢lirculatiocn and the amcunt of international news
published. According to Frank L. XKaplan, a Harris Survay
which conducted in 1978 and reported widely in the press,
compared attitudes of reporters, edlitors and news directors
with those of medla consumers on the guestlon of what
people look for in thelr newspapers. The survey indlcafad
that mecdla perscnnel underestlimate the public's interest In
international news, for while 41 percent of the public
surveyad expreszed great interest in forelgn news, only 5
vercent of the sample of medila practitioners believed media

consumers to be concerned witna thls news category.30 The

above data, therefore, would suggest that edltors and news
directors may not be as familiar wilth the public's news
Interests as tney are suppcse to be,

Actually, one can say that most U.3. news
executives setting polilcy are rather provincial and
short-sighted when 1¢ comes toc astlimating the public's

interest 1in foreign affalrs., Today, tne study continued,

29Marlene Cuthbert, "Reaction %o Internacional News
n 5 o -~
encies: 19305 and 1970s Compared, The Gazette, Vol. 26,
80, p. 108.

30Frank L. Kaplan, "The Plight of Foreign News in
the J.S. Mass bdedila: An Assessment," The Gazette, Vol.
XXV, No. 4, 1979, p. 239.
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mores pzoble than ever before have elther lived or traveled
abroad. Besldes, vast segments of the popoulation have
roots 1In foreign lands and are nof that far remcved In years
Trom thelr ancestors who were born and ralsed there. Such
tles tend to remaln strong. Interest in foreign affairs is
especially pronocunced among the educatsd, although the
zZeneral public 1s becomlng 1Increasingly aware of the poten-
£lal impact forelgn events can have on the U.S. domestic
3cene. The financial and commercial community also repre-—
sents a wide market for forelgn news due to the extaenslve
fies the natilcen's business and industries have with forelgn
countries. Thus, all these factors serve as convincing
evlidence that rpeople should net be oniy cencerned with lccal
events and a need exists for irncluding mere substantive
international news 1n the naticn's dally news diet.

On the ofther hand, one r'inding revealed that,
"as circulation size of U.S. papers increased, fthelyr wvolums
of foreign news inereasad."31 4 3tud4y by Casey and
Copeland provided yet ancther verification that newspaper
circulaticn varles directly witfth the amcunt of inter-
national news. They reported a rank correlation of .39

between clrculaticn silze and number of foreilgn

(e

o

stores——-indicating a2 moderate relatlonsnhnlp between the

variables.32

3lMarknam, op. cit., p. 261,

32Casey and Copeland, op. ¢it., p. 389.
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Apart from clrculation size another varlable whicgh

W

may affect the volume of international news 1is overseas
staff. A study which compared the foreign news content of
twe sets of papers—-one group with and another group
without an overseas staff--found that, "the papers with
foreign correspondents had more forelgn news stories fthan
did those papers without overseas correspondents."33

The nezxt sectlon 1is devoted to the discussion of

che voiume of International news 1n Arabdb and American

newspapers.

Volume of Internatlional News in Arab Papers

No systematic analysis of the mass media in the
Arab world exists. Authors have not yet dealt with Arab
media as a subject in itself. At the time of carrylng this
researcnh not many studies were avallable about the content
analvsis of the Arab mass mediz. However, Nabil Dajani and
Jonn Donohue in thelr study about forelgn news in the Arabd
press found that Arab newspapers devote mueh of thelpr space
£0 international affairs. (Table I1). In their
Justification of this phenomenon they stated "Any attempt
to understand the relative coverage of forelgn, local and

Arab news must take 1nto account the development or lacik of

development of local news services. In the absence of a

3370nn B. Adams, "What the Foreign Correspondent
Does for A Newspaper's Readers," Journallsm Quarterly,
XLIIT, 1966, pp. 300-4,

oy
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development of local news services. In the absence of a
corps of well-tralned Journalists, the news provided by
agencles 1s readily available."3%

In the study they founc also that Kuwalf is nighest
in its coverage of foreign news, highest in 1ts coverage of
Arab news, and offers the lowest percentage of local news.
They bpelieve that Kuwalt concern for international news can
be explained both by the absence of a well developed staff
of reporters whicn makes the use of forelgn wire services
attractive and by the greater sensltivity which a small
country like Kuwalt has to foreign developments. Syria and
dAlgeria rank next 1n space devoted to forelzgn news. The
authors attriputad thils findinz toc the lack of a well
developed press corps and the consequent avallabllity of
international news.

On the other hand, the study found that the lowar
ranking papers in coverage of international news are Saudl
Arabia, Lebanon and Egypt. The researchers think the high
standard of Journalism in Lebanon and IEgypt explains the
volume and standard of local and Arab coverage. Both
papers studled--Al-Nahear and Al-Ahram--cover as much
foreign news as the papers of the other Arab countrles but

thelr coverage 1s conclse.

34%Napil Dajani and John Donohue, "Foreigzn News in
the Arab Press: A Content Analysils of Six Arzb Dailies,”
The Gazette, Vol. XIX, No. 3, 1973, p. 159,
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Volume of International News 1n American Papers

As explalned by Woodward, the amount of foreizgn
news printed bty & newsaper per day can be viewed as an

o

index of the 1mpact of the paper upon that part of the
putlic mind which 1s concerned with forelgn affairs. The
index, he continued, does not tell the amount of news that
is actually read or 1ts effect upon the stereoptyes and
attitudes of the reader. Nevertheless, a case can be made
for the utllitcy of such an index on the ground simpily that
forelign news avallability 1s of importance in 1tself.35

Studles by Markham, Adams, and cthers presented the
volume of international news in terms of column inches.
1961, Markham reported that:

The average daily column 1nches of forelgn news Tor

the followlng papers were: Washington Star, 86.6; Chicaszo

Daily News, 76.9; St. Louls Post-Dispatch, 55,3; Los

ingeles Times, 64.2; Denver Post, 43.7, Philadelphia

Evening Bulletin, 57.7; Louisville Courier-Journal, 38.2;

and New York Times, 21%.0.20.

In 1966, Adams measured the volume of foreign news
according tc datelines and compiled the following averages:

vMinneapolis Tribune, 138.8; St. Louis Post-Disvatch, 149.3;

Toledo Blade, 116.2; Kansas City Star, 102.2; Des Moines

35Julian L. Woodward, Torelzn News in American
Morning Newspapers, New York: Columbia Unilversity Press,

1330, p. 68.




Register, 77.6; and Akron Beacon Journal, 98.1.36
In hils 1930 analysils of 40 Unitad States
newspapers, Woodward found the average forelgn news column

inches for the following papers: New York Times, 238.3;

Los Angeles Times, 75.1; and Loulsville Couriler-Journal,

34.6.37
These rasults 1lndicate that from 1930 (Woodward) to
1961 (Markham) the volume of foreign news declined for some

papers., Ffor example, the New York Times experlenced a drov

of about 19 column Inches, on the average.

On the other hand, some studies have shown thAaf the
United States enjoyed tremendous coverage in foreign
newspapers. In an article comparing news coverage in 17
cocuntries, Kaysen (1953) indicated that the Unitad States
was relatively 1solated with rezgard f£o 1lts newsgaper

coverage of ofher aprts of the world. Comparing the Times

{of London), Le Monde, New York Times and Izvestia, ne

found that fthe New York Times—-which 1s credited among

United 3tates papers wlth publishing a relatively large
volume of foreign news--had the smallest percentage of 1ts
news hole devoted to forelgn news, 16 percent. In
comparison, the Times (of London) allocated 25 percsnt of
1ts news hole to forelgn news. The figures for Le Monde

and Izvesta ware 50 percent and 51 percent, respectivaly.

<t
o
(W8
o
L)

36idams, op. ci

37Woodward, op. cit., p. 70.



Illustrating the 1mbalance of news flow, Hart
reported the Unitaed States news 1isclation even toward ItTs
biggest tradling parftner--Canada. His finding revealed that
Canadlan newsapapers devoted 13 percent of theilr news holes
to the Unlited States. However, fthe United States papers
analyzed allocated only 0.5 percent of thelr news to
Canadian news.38 In another study, Sparkes found that the
space devoted to forelgn news in Canadian papers wWas 27.6
percent of all news carried, while the American foreign
newshole was 11.9 percent.39 In nhils study abcut the
coverage of forelgn news in U.3. and English daily
newspapers, Hart found that British papers gave more spacs
to forelgn news than did United States papers.”o

About the covarage of South America, two studies
examined the 1solatlon of United States newspaper's
coverage of international news. In his 1961 study in which
ne compared Scuth American paper's foreign news coverage,
Markham found that the former's papers published mucn more
foreign news than thelr Unitsd States counterparts. In

Zeneral, they printed twlce the volume of forelgn news in

3871im A. Hart, "The Flow of News Between tne J.S.
and Canada," Journallsm Quarterly, XXXX, 1963, pp. 70-4.

39vernone M. Sparks, "The Flow of News 3Between
Canada and the United States," Jouprnalism Quarterly, 1978,
8]

. 383.

407im a. Hart, "Foreign News I1n the U.3., and
English Daily Newspapers: A Compariscn," Journallsm
Quarterly, 1974, p. 644,
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one half the Torelgn news space of United States papers.
Also, 3cuth American papers gave 37.7 percent of their news
noles to the Unifaed States, but the latter's newspapers
devoted only 4.3 percent of their news holes to 3outh
iAmerican affairs.®l

A study®2 in 1974 by Hicks and Gordon, about
forelign news content In Isareli and U.S. newspapers found
that:

— physical distance was found to nave little
significant assoclation with foreign news content in
Israell and American newspapers studied.

- Isrzeli papers are more foreign-news-minded than
are Amerilcan papers. They devote a larger proportion of
thelr space to foreign news,

Hester did, "An Analysis of News PFlow from
Zeveloped and Developing Nations™ by using 15 Wisconsin
daillies as his data base. The study found that news of the
developing two-thirds of the globe receives relatively
little space on the Associated Press’' J.3. domestlc trunk
and state wilres and that there is relatively little news of
‘developing countries used by the dallies studled. And what
is used ftends to emphasize very heavily war news and U.S.

inveolvement and to minimize stories of social and economic

41yarxham, op. cit., pp. 245-62.

42Ronald G. Hicks and Avishag Gordon, "Foreign Mews
Content in Isarell and U.3. Hewspapers," Journalism
Quarterly, 1974, p. 644,
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The preceding findings indicate that while 1%t was
wldely coverad in the newspapers of c¢ther naticns, the
Unitaed States seem to have only little interest in other

countries affairs.

Trends 1n International News Coverage

The press of the Middle East both reflects and

shapes Arab public opinion. It not only responds tc 1ts
readers' I1nterests but also stimulates and condiftions thelr
knowledge of 1lnternational affairs. An analysis of its
content can 1ndicate the degree to which the reading publlc
is bvelng orlented towaprd the outside.

The Arab press 1s relatively young in history and
tradltlions. Its beginning date back only to the Napoclsonic
occupation orf Egypt and Syria at the turn of the ninsteentn
century. Throughout the flrst halilf-century of existence,
and furthermore, 1t remalned an official gazette whose sole
function was to communicafe governmental announcements. It
therefore lacked the divarsifiled content assoclated with
present-day mass medla, playing no role In the formation of
publlic oplnion and only 2 minimal c¢ne in disseminating
informatiocn.

It was not until fthe 1870's that the popular press

4341 Hesf{er, "An Analysls of News YPlow From
pDeveloped and Developlng Nations," The Gazette, XVIT, 1971,

D. 435.
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familiar tc us today made its appearance, And 1% begzan to

play a dominant role in the formation of publlic opinicn and

in the transmission of inforamtion about fthe outside world.
Ever since 1ts true beginning in the 1870's, the

—

Arab press nas pald an unusual amount of attention o

internatlonal events. Thls early orlentation set a
precedent and established a fradltion which has resizfed
objective changes in the relatlve positlons of the
powers.M

Abu-Lughod stated in his study abcut international

news 1n the Arab press that the major criterlia of news

coverage 1n the Arablc press appear to Dbe thrse:jig

1. the cbjectlve power status of a country in the
world community determines, tc a large extent, how well 1%s
events and 1involvements will be coverad 1in the Arabic
press.

2. the subjectlve orientation of a particular country
modif'les to some extent 1ts foreign coverage.

3. geographlec proximity differentially sensitizes the

s to regional avents.

/4]

pre

The same study found that 46

44Tom McPFarland, The Daily Press of the Arab States,
Columbus, Onic, Ohic State University Press, 1953 po. 1-27.

45Ibranim Abu-Lughod, "Internatlonal News in the
Arabic Press: A Comparatlve Content Analysis,”" Public
Opinion Quarterly, Winter 1362, p»p. 600-12.

461p14a,
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1. Arap newspapers iIn general devote a higher
cercentage of their overall space - and thelr most
important front page space - to the coverage of foreign

news than do comparabcle newspapers 1in Amerlcan and Europe
because outside events are c¢onsldered to have dirsct
tearling on internal develcpments 1n the Arab States.
Furthermore, low llteracy rates 1in the Middle East make
newspaper readers a more select group than elsewhere.
Since this group has bteen educated, on the whole, in the
Western tradition, the press provlides tnem with news %o
meet thelr conditlconed needs.

2. Within the Arab world itself, countrles more
deeply 1nvolived in governmental programs of internal
reconstruction have newspapers that devote somewnat 1ess
Space %0 international events than countries whose economilic
and poiitical futuré 18 seen as more dependent upon the
West.

3. International events wnhich in one way or another
involve the blg powers receive a disproportionate share o
attentlon 1in the Arab press. Cf the [ive blg powers, the
United States was covered most extensively, followed by
Britaln and then the U.S.3.R. TFrance and China recelved
only mlinimal coverage. Subjective wvalues modifl'y the
objectlve rankings of Che powers.

In another study about Che Arab press, the findings

of Nabpil Dajani and Jonhn Donohue support all their

nypotheses. The quantlty and dilrection of coverage of a



forelgn ccuntry was found to be in function of fhat
country's positicon vis a vis the Arab-Isarell crisis. And
the intenslty of that coverage was fcund tec be greater in
Arab countries where legal constitutlonal restrains on the
freedom of the press are greater.

They also found that the persistence of cultural
affinity established by former colonial ties 1s borne ocut
to a certain degree by Algerian and Syrian reporting on
France, and Xuwalt's reporting on Great Britain. However,
these cultural ties appear to be less a determinant of news
coverage than does ideclogical basis, for Algeria and Syria
give relatively more attention to the Scclalilst countries. 47

Before examining the laftest trend in United 3tates
international news, 1t seems appropriate to provide a trief
nistorical bvackground of the pnenomenon.

According fo Emery, the first attempt tc gather
forelgn news while 1f was stlll fresh was carrled out by
Samuel Gilbert in 181ll--although foreijgn news ftaken from
Furopean papers had previously been used In imerican
newspapers. Giloert and hls Exchange Coffee House in
Beston, supplled forelign news to‘interested newspapers.

Later, Samuel Tcpliff Jr., hired correspondenfs 1In Burope fo

prepare dlspatches he received from incoming ship

47Napll Dajanl, ana John Dononue, "Forelgn dews in
the Arabd Press: A Content Analysis of Six Arap Dallies,”
The Gazette, Fall 1973, pp. 155-T70.
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captains.48

By 1%28, Emery added, New York held the lead in
forelzn news gzatnering with David Hale, manager of the
Journal of Commerce as 1its most enterprising new merchant.

Based on figures supplied by Mott,49 mabvle I1I
presents foreign news trend 1in United States papers from
1910 to 1940, While the table indicates that in generzl
the amount ¢f International news in the United States
maintained a steady 1lncrease durlng the four decades
examined, other studies revealed that since then United
States foreign news coverage had not been 1lmpressive.

Ellison and French statzd in theilr study of 2958
that the United States internatlicnal news was not as good
as 1%t was supposed to be. They found that most forelzgn
students felt the need f{for home news and that such news was
not well presented and interpreted.>O

Another study reported the fo.lowling weaknesses in
United States newspaper's reporting cf international news:

- Forelgn news does not appeal fo Amerilcan unless 1%

is sensational or sensatlicnalized.

48rdwin EFmery, The Press and America, Englewo
J1iffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1962, po. 245-51.

49Frank L. Mott, in Wilbur Schramm, {(ed.), ¥ass
Communicaticn, Urbana: Universitcy of Illinois Press, 1§40,

o. 373,

50Jerome Ellison and Philip French, "What Foreign
Students Think of Our Press,” Journallsm Quarterly, LXIV,
1958, pp. 184-85.




TABLE III

Foreign News and Features in 10 U.S. Papers

from 1910 £o 1940

il

Average number of

Percentage of

Year column ineches news hole
1910 50.4 3.1
1920 130.2 8.8
1930 142.8 4.3
1940 294.0 7.9




- The United Staftes press must divide coverage among
many countries,

- Most United 3tates newspapers s5a2ll on local news.

- In general, the foreign news reported by the wire
services 1s factual and accurate but negative, uninform and
lacking in significance and human interest.Dl

After conducting a2 pillot study 1n 1961, Gerbner

reached tne following conclusicn:

Our perspectlve of empnhasils appears at hest
irrelevant, at worst running counter to a tidal wave or
pent-up asplraticons bursting the dams of the old powar
structure. Our vantage point appears to be that of a
grim holding operaticn vased on premnants of the
establisned order, preoccupled with fthe mechanics of a
fasclnating--1if deadly--game of power and using the
scoreboard for an agenda,2Z

As was stated earlier, the stationing of Uni=sad

States reporters abroad and the content of wire services
may 1nfluence international news.

A recent report about the distribution of United

States overseas news staffl was made by Kllesch. In his
1975 survey ne found that:

- 429 full-time Americans and thelr forelzgn

colleagues gathering news abroad for tahelr Amerlcan

51Kruglak, cp. c¢it., p. 107.

52George Gercner, "Press Perspective in Worla
Communication: A Pilot Study,"” Journalism Quarterly,
AAXVII, 1961, p. 322,

53Ralpn E. Xliesch, "4 Vanishing Species: The
Amerlcan Newsman Abroad," Directory of the QOverseas FPress
Clubp of America, New York: Overseas Press Clup of 4dmerica,

1575, p. 18.
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employers.

- Regarding the distribution of correspondents,
zurope ranked flrst; accounting for 54 percent cof the
Americans and 51 percent of all correspondents. Asia had
a total of 160 Journalists of which 55 percent wers
Americans.

~ The Middle Easft accounted for & percent of Unitad
States press corps ovarseas., Abouft 70 correspondents were
counted In South America. Only four African counftries had
full-time Amerilcan newsmen.

- News from Africa suffers not only from being the
product of 2 percent of the full-time press corps (and 3
percent of the American correspondents), out also from the
fact that the limited staffing is maldistributed.

Anocther way Dr. Kliesch looked at the staffing
patterns was by surveylng major countries covered. Tabls
4 summarlzes the results of the 10 top countries with
full-time Amerilcan newsmen.

Surprisingly, from all the Arab countrles only
Letanon was included. In addition, while each major region

of the world was represented, no African country appearsd

in the lilsts.



a7
TABLE IV
Top 10 Countries with American Correspondents
in 1975, 1972, and 1969

Country 1375 Country 1972 Country 196¢
England 76 England 38 France 101
France 57 France 66 England 82
Japan 30 5. Vietnam 49 S. Vietnam 57
Hong Xong 27 Italy 38 Italy 3
W. Germany 27 W. Germany 37 W. Germany 36
Italy 27 Japan 26 Japan 30
USSR 18 USSR 23 Hong Xong 28
Lebanon 17 Hong Kong 18 Mexico 24
Canada 15 Mexico 17 USSR 22
Israel 15 Austria 12 Austria 17
Total 309 384 436
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The Arab-Israeli Conflilct and the U.S. Mass Media

The Arab-Israeli conflict actually began after the
First World War, but it started to attract the atfention of
the U.S. medla after the Second World War., In 1948 Israel
was proclaimed as a Jewlsh state and was recognized as such
by Presldent Harry Truman. These developments occurred
against the will of the Palestinian pecple and against the
acceptance of the Aradb masses.

One of many atftempts to bring & soluticn to the
Arab-Israell conflict, was the efforts of president Anwar
Al-Sadat who argued that fthe United States should seilzz f£he
initiative through direct contacts with the P L O as well
as Israel. But the Adminlstraticn's hands are still tied
by Henry HKissinger's 1975 pledge not to negoflate with the
P L O unless the P L O recognizes Israel's right to exist.
Reagan himself tends to share Prime Minister Menachem
Begin's view that the P L O is a "terrorist" organlzation.
Administration offilcials maintaln that dealing with P L O
leader Yasin Arafat at this stage would only lead to =z
crisis of confildence between Washington and Jerusalem and
perhaps give Begin an excuse to abort the Camp David
agreement to hand the Sinal back to Egypt by next year.5u

There have been several studies of the attitudes of

the U.S. press toward the Middlie East.

54 "Enter Professor Sadat," Newsweek,

August 17, 1981, p: 33.
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Asl in his study of how TV networks reported Arabs
and Israelils news between 1970-79, stated that:

- On all three networks, coverage of Isarel was
substantilally greater than that which was recelvsd by any
single Arab state.

- Israel also enjoyed much more favorable coverage
than all the Arabv states together. Israell leaders anajoyed
more poslitive coverage cn the U.3, ftelevislon networks than
thelr Arab counterparts. In terms of news Dbtalance, storles
about Israel wers Judged to e more balanced than those
about the Arab states.

- Throughout the 1870s there seemed to be a slignt
increase in the number of stories coming from fthe Arab
states and Israel; this occurred especially after such
avents as the 1973 War and president Sadat's visit fo
Tsrael in 1977. Such volume increase was uniform on all
three television netwecrks.

- Egypt emerged as the favorlifte among fthe neftworks
compar=sd Lo the other Arab states,.>b

Another study of fthe atitutdes of three United

States newspapers--the New York Times, fthe Washington Post,

and the Detrolt Free Press—-—-cover a twenty-year pericd with

regard to the Arab-Israell conflict was done by Janice

55Morad 4Asi, "Arabs, Israells and U.S. TV Networks:
A Conftent Analysis of How ABC, CBS, NBC Reported the MNews
Between 1970-79," Ph.D. Dissertation, S3Schoocl of Journallsma,
Orlo University, March 1981, p. 6%.
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The results of this study revealed a rather
consistent pro-Israell and anti-Arab oplas in the three
newspapers studied. This blas had been particulariy ciear
in edltorials, cartcons and in feature sterles. The study

indicated that the New York Times coverage in 1968,

comparad with that in 1948, shows a definite drop in the
fetal number of articles—--from 735 toc 211. According to
this study, In 1348, 126 of the 735 articles were elther
pro-Israell or anti-Arab, making a total of 17.1 percent of
the Time's coverage in 1948 clearly biased 1n favor of
Israel. In 1968 the Times published 211 articles, of which
20 were elther pro-Israell or anti-Arab, making a total of
9.5 percent of the coverage favorable to Israel.

Statistlcs on the Washington Post were similar. However,

the Detrolt Free Press, whlle not publishing the sams

volume of material as the Times, tended to glve mucn less
blased coverage to the conflictu.

It i1s important tc note that much of fhe U.3.
blased press coverage was antl-Arab in nature. Terry
says®7 much of this was purely racist in tone, as a word-

coding study would reveal statlstically. This becomes

56Janice Terry, "A Content Analysls of American
Newspapers," The Arab World From Nationalism To Revolution,
The Medina University Press International, Wilmette,
Illincis, 1971, pp. 99-100.

5TInid.
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particularly evident in the coverage and diliscriptions of
Nasser during and after 1956. It is also c¢clear tha¢ the
press ignored the exlstence of the Palestinlians until 1968,
when the commando movement emerzed.

The findings of thls study shcw that blas does

exlst, even 1n those papers wnhlecnhn rather consistently

malntain that they present cbjsctive accounts. Since the
survey coversd a twenfty-year perlod, the authcr bellesves
that this tilas "is not a temporary ons and that it is

apparsnt not only In times of open hostility."58
After giving this background Informatiocn, we will
turn now tc Hesearch Deslgn, Results, Summary, Conclusions

and Recommendations,

581pid.



Chapter 3

RESEARCH DESIGN

Selection of Papers

In this study ften American and Arablan newspapers
were chosen. The selecfion was based on the theory that
they are among those representing the best international
news coverage. The majcr criterla for selection were:

(1) geographlcal distributicn, and (2) prestige--based on
reputation and circulatlon. The American newspapers chiosen

inciude the New York Times, The Washingtcn Post, the Los

Angeles Times, the Chicago Tribune, all of which syndlcate

thelr own Internatlional news, and the Cclumbus Dispatcha as

a reppresentative of American local newspapers.
On the cther hand, flve Arablan newspapers were

chosen. They 1nclude Al-Sharg-Alawsat, Al-Anran, Al-Safir,

Al-Anba and Al-fager Algadeed. It's worthwhile to glve

some packground abcut these papers.

- Al-Sharg-ailawsat, 1is a Saudi famous international

dailly which is published in London and diatributed all
over the world.

— Al-Ahram is the famous and the oldest dally
newspaper publlished in Cairo, Egypt. It alsc has a great
clrculation compared to other Egyptian newspapers. itc
started privats, but 1s owned now by Zovernment.

-~ Al-Safilr 1s a Lebanese dally polltical newspaper



puolished in Beirut. It becomes a majocr source of
Information especlally after the Israell-Arab conflict In
Lebanon.

- Al-Anba 1s the largest Xuwalt dally newspaper. It
1s chosen ©To provide a better gesographic representatlon in
the Gulf area.

- Al-fager Algadeed 15 a dally politlcal Liblan

nawspaper. It 1is owned by the sftate and it 1s very much

orlented toward government news.

Selection of Content

Twelve 1ssues of =2ach newspapsr were selected
randomly witnhnln the second gquarter of 1981 {April-June).
The rationales for tnis sample sftemmed from the assumption
that: (1) 12 issues covering the three month period seesmed

2

—
~—

much mores valid than, say, a l2-day cluster sample, and
the 12 days can be dlvided evenly among the thres months.
A ftable of random numbers was used to select the
igssues--Monday through Saturday--with respect fto American
newspapers and Saturday fthrough Thursday with respect to
Ara®b ones. 3Sundays for Amerlcan papers and Fridays for
Arab newspapers were excluded because some nNeEwspAapers nave
special edltions. According to Stempel, Sundays are a
whole separate problem, partly because 3unday papers are

B

much larger and partly because many papers do not have



Sunday editions.:

For the purpose of this study, the sample size—-—
12 issues for each newspaper was considered as adequata. A
study by Stempel found that, "increasing the sample size
beyond 12 does not produce marked differences in the

results ., "2

Operaticnal Definition of International News

For the purposs of this study, internaficnal rnews
was defined as materlals about forelgn countries and that
includes straight news reports, artlcles, features and

editorials. The study excluded cartoons and advertlisements.

Selecticn of the Unit of Analysis

The study dealt with entlre articles as the unit <f
analysls for 1nternational news. Stempel states that what
we are askling here 1s simply whether we are going o
consider words, statements, paragerapns, or entlre articlies.
The answer must be related to the purpose of the study. If
our objectlive is to find out how much coverage newspapers

glve to South America, 1t would be silly to use the word

as the unlt¢ of analysis and count sach mention of

-

lguido H. Stempel III and Bruch Westley, Research
Methods 1n Mass Communicatlcon, New Jersey, Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1981, p. 125.

2Guido H. Stempel ITI, "Sample Size for Classifying
Subject Matter in Dailies," Journalism Quarterly, 39:333-4
(1952).




South America or a South American ccuntry. We would iearn
as much by counting articles as by counting words, and it
ocovliously would take conslderably less work.3

The contents were analyzed on microfilm—-rsader
screens at Ohio University. With regard to Arab newspapers,
the study used the collectlon of dailly papers at Ohic

Unvierslty Library as a representative sample.

Category Constructicn

As stated by Budd, Thorp, and Donchew:

No content analysis 1s betfer than 1ts categcocrles,
for a system of categoriles 1s, in essence, a conceptual
scneme. Furtner, categories differentiate and descrine the
content being investigated and form a cruclal link betwesn

-

the actual counting on measuring and the larger fields of

thecory and concept. Also, categoriss are compartments witn
explicifly defined boundaries into walch material 1is
grouped for analysls, In additlon, they are mutually
exclusive 1f there 1s ¢nly one proper for sach item. This

means that every subject caftegory must be complefely and
thoroughly defined, Indicating what type of material is to
be included.H

Stempel believes that as we sef out to crezats a

33tempel in Stempel and Westley op. clt, p. 122.

YRichard W. Budd, Robert K. Thorp, and Lewls
Dononhew, Content Analysis of Communication, New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1967, p. 58.

oy




set cof categories, we should keep fhree things in mind:

1. Categories must be pertinent to the objectives of
our study.

2. Categories should be Tfunctional.

3. The system of categories must be manageavle. These
three concepts are interrelated, he continued, and when a
set of categories falls short on one of these, it is likely
to fall short on all of them.D>

With regard to the use of a category system thag
nas heen used 1In other studies, Stempel indicates that
there are real advantages., Flrst, you will know %that it
is a workable system. By looking at the results of otner
studies that have used the system, you wlll gef{ some notion
of the kinds of results that are likely. Valldity and
reliability will be lesser concerns. Yet, granting all

this, you stlll may find that you need %to create your cwn

b
. 2 &
set of categories.®
In accordance wlith the above mentloned statements,
each international news story was placed 1n cne of tne
following three categories.
A. SubJect categorles

B. Geograpnic categories

C. News source categories

53tempel in Stempel and Westley, op. cit., ». 123.

6Stempel in Stempel and Westley, op. c¢it.,

J
o]



A. Subject Categories

Since the study dealt with subject matter coverage
apout the Internaticnal news, Deutschmann's categories wers
appropriate. Only seven out of his eleven were taksn into
accouny:

1. war and defense

2. general numan Interests

2. economic activity

4, politics and government

5. crime

6. accident and disaster

7. and education, arts and science.

Three out of the remaining four--popular amusements,
public health and welfare, and public moral problems—--se=med
not relevant to Internaticnal news. The fourth itam,
sclence and Ilnvention, was comblned 1ntc the education and

classic art category.

3. Geographlic Categcries

In order to cover the world geographicaliy, tne

o}

study designed an appropriate category divisicon. Worl
areas covered were: Rurope, U.S.3.R., Africa, Asila, Lztin
America, Australia, Canada and Mexicc, U.S.A., Arab 4¥World,

and Israel.

wWhat follows 1s a definition of each area:/!

TJonn Bartholomew, The Times Atlas of the World:
Comprehensive Edition, New York: The New York Book Company,




Africa: All ccuntries on the African continent and

accompanyling 1lslands.

Asia: All countries on the Aslan ccntinent Trom
Afgnanistan and Pakistan through China, Japan, Indonesia
and those 1slands that zo with the ccentinent. However, the
study excluded Israel and the Scoviet Union.

Canada: This embodles Canada and its i1slands. The
study included Mexice.

J7.5.4.: All countries on the Scuth American
continent and accompanying islands.

Eurcpe: All countries on the European continant
and 1its 1islands.

The Middle East, Arab Worlid: This consists of
countries from Turkey In the north to Yemen In the soutn.
Iran in the east to Lebanon in the west.

7.3.83.R.: This comprises the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and its islands. TIt's worthwnile o
mentlon that some of these areas were separated because of
thelir imporftant political events (such as the Middle Zast,

Israe]l and the U.S8.8.R.)}..

C. HNews Source Categories

News source categories were defined into thr=e
sources:
1. Staff
2, News Agency

3. 92 Unspecified



Reliability of Codilng

In content analysils two or more coders code the
same materlal and the results are compared to determine
reliablllty. As defined by Stempel, reliability means
"Conslstency of Classification,d He also added that "The
researcher's primary concern needs to be with what he can
do ©to increase rellabllity, The first step 1s fo work out
precise definitions of categories., The second is to go
over these definiltions and the coding procedure generally
with the coders before they btegin. Trlal runs should be

arad

a

conducted, and the responses of c¢oders should be ¢om

icem bty 1tem. Thils will contribute a great deal to the

O

development of 2 common frame of reference among coders.”
In addifion to the presearcher, one coder was
selected for this study. The coder--2 graduate student 2t
Ohio Universlty School of Journalism--had some experlence
in coding communication content. After detailed instruc-
flons, nhe coded selected items that were eariler coded by
the researcher. The two results were compared to determine
inter-coder reliability. The test ylelded a 32 percent
reliablllity, which was consldered adequate for the purpose
of thls study. Stempel states what percent 1s acceptable

is entirely a matter of judgment. Nevertiheless, percentage

8Stempel In Stempel and Westley, op. cit., p. 127.

9Ibid.




0 agrsement 1s an accepted way of reporting reliability.10

Study Hypotheses

As indicated by Tichenor, "a primary reguirement of
any sclentific discipline is ultimate dependence on
observation and experilence., Thils requirement helds for the

A

reductionist and holistic perspectives as well."11l de

-

added alsoc "The importance princlple here 1s that regardless
cf cne's overa.il perspective, one's thecry must be groundad
in observation at some polnt. Findlngs must stand fthe tast
of intercbserver agreement and reproduclbllity, meaning

that observers using the same procedures should zet the

Same result.

From the backgrcund informaticn reported earlier 1n
this study--insuf'ficlent backgrounding of internatlonal
news, the small percentage of International news reporfed
in most American newspaper, the shortage of tralnling and

PR

fund for Arab paper, all these factors call for tChe

following hypotheses:

1. Arab newspapers devcete muceh space for internatlonal
Ehan Amerilcan cnes,

2. Percentage of 1nternatlional news 1s less In

American local papers than in naticnal ones.

3. European news wililil dominate the 1nternational news

1OTic‘nenon in Stempel and Westley, op. cit.

11Toid.



published by American and Arab press.

4, Arab newspapers prely heavily on news agencies as a
rajor source for international news.

5. The American leading newspapers syndlcate thelr own
forelgn news.

6. War and defense, polltics and governmenft wilil

account for high percentage than other subject categories.



Chapter IV

RESULTS

International News Volume

The findings of this study support all hypoctheses
stated in Chapter III. Table V shows %that Arab newspapers
devoted larger space to international news (31.2%) than

American ones (11.2%). Al-Shang-Alwasat as the "Arab

Internatlional Newspaper' which 1s published in Londen and
distributed all over the world, accounted for the highest
percentage of all papers studied (49.6%). This finding is

not surprising 1f we got to know that Al-Shang-Alwawsat

primary concern 13 the international news and its funcftion
1s to serve as & link between Arablan and Western culture.

On the other hand, Al-Anram of Egypt obtalned the lest

(o)
ct
o
[
Ui

volume of forelgn news with regard tc Arab press an
cdue to 1ts being the flrst newspaper 1n Egyot and 1its
service to local Issues. Also, the hizh standard of
Journalism 1in Egypt explalins the volume and standard of
local coverage, without affecting substantially the intar-

natlional news coverage. Al-fager Algadeed (Libia)

accounted for 26.4%, Al-Safir (Lebanon) 27.2% and Al-Anba

Y

25.7%.

k)

Any attempt to understand the coverage of
international news In Arab press must take inftc the accouns
the following:

a2
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1. The lack of well-developed local news sarvices and
tralined Journalists.

2. The avallablllty of news by agencies, make
journallsts rely neavlly on news releases without
doing sincers efforts to gather theilr own
materlals,

2. Since most Arab newspapers lack freedom, to some
extent, and are owned by governments, 1t is
difficult for a paper to express 1ts own polnt of
view on local or foreizn 1lssues, especially 1f the
subject opposes the government,

4. The objective international power status of a
country.

5. Former cultural tles developed during the

"colonial' pericd.

6. Present economilc and pelitical ¢ties with foreizn
powers,
7. The political interests of the Arab world &s a

whole (the Arab-Israeli conflict).

On the other hand, The Washington Fost, bpeing wve

1]
3
e

much orlented toward the federal government news and
because 1t 1s located in the capiltal and has 1ts own
forelgn correspondents, got the highest percentage in
internaticnal news coverage wiltn regard to Amerilcan

newspapers (15.2%). The Columbus Dispatch as a local news

paper obtained the least percentage (5.5%). The New Yorx

Times accounted for (13.9%), the Los Angeles Times (10.6%)




[@)
T

and the Chicago Tribune (9.8%).

To understand the Amerlcan newspapers 1lnternatlonal

news coverage, we have tc take the fcocllowing Inteo account:

1.

Local mcnopclies and creoss media ownerships and
their concentration on procfit-making may be a
threat toc the free f{low at information.

Based upon the 1dea that the American readers are
community oriented, newspapers ftry £o enhance
readership and to 1ncresase cilrculatlon by smpha-—
5lzing local 1ssues. Thus, many publishers hava
changed the content and appearance of their papers
in an effort to attract new readers.

The U.S. news 13 much more thoroughly coverad LIn
the press aprcad than news on foreign countrles i3
reported 1n the U.S8, press because the Unlfted Ztates
15 seen as a super power and a maJor news sourcs.
Ediftors assume thelr readers are not interestad in
International news_unless a crilsis concerning the
United States 1s 1nvolwved abrcad. And they
continue to think in terms of providing what they
think readers want, rather than what they should
know ¢r might need for a full account a day's
nappenings. The latest example for that was fhe
assasination of President Anwar Al-Sadat on October
6, 1981. Immediately after the assasination the
American newspapers gave Intensive coverage and

wide discussicn about the future of American



(G2
[

forelgn policy in the Middle East.

—

World Inflatlonary economles and difficulties of

N

funding 1n American newspapers led to a2 decrease in

correspondents stationed 1In forelgn countries.

In vlew of the fact that the [ive Arab newspapers
devoted more of thelr avallable news space to international
news than dld the flve American daillles, a Standard Error
of Proportion test was applled %o the results in order to
determine tne statlstlical slgnifilcance of this study.

21.2% volume of 1nternational news 1in Arab

newspapers

11.2% volume of internafional news in American

newspapers

Difference: 20%

The difference 1is real {or statistically signifi-
cant) 1f it 1is more than twlce the standard error of the
difference.

Standard Error of Difference =

\V/ (Py1) (aq) + (Ps) (g5)
D1 Dg

Standard Errcr of Difference =

{11.2) (88.83 (31.2) (BB.8)
+
60 60




Standard Error of Dirference =

394.56 2146.56
+
60 o0

Standard Error of Difference =

16.576 +  35.776

Standard Error of Difference =

\/ 52.352 = T.24

S.E.D. = T7.24, 2 S.E.D. = 14.48

The difference {20%) is larger than 14,48. Therse-
fore the difference is real. Arab newspapers devcls mors
space to infernational news than American papers do.

After thls brief discussicon and interpretation of
the volume of internatioconal news 1n American and Arabd
newspapers, we turn now to talk about the Geographicsl
distribution of the forelgn news.

Gecographical Distribution
of International News

Breaklng up foreign countries into ten regicns, it
could be found that both Arabt and Amerlcan newspapers zave
more Importance %o news from Zurope. 39.2% of international
news 1n Arab papers came from Zurope, 34.4%7 accountad o

American press (Table VI). With regard to Amerilcan



TABLE VI

Parcentage of Geograpnical News Distribution
In All American And Arab Newspapers Analyzed

Geograrhlcal American Arab
Categories Newspapers Newspapers
Europe 34,4 39,2
U.S.8.R. 8.1 7.3
Africa 8.9 6.5
Asia {except 12.4 9.8

USSR &% M.E.)

Latin America 7.6 4,3
Australia 0.6 0.5
Canada aznd Mexico 3.9 2.1
J.3.4. - 20.7
Arab World i7.8 -
Israel 6.3 3.0

Total 100 100
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ewspapers, thls finding can be explalned by the close
cultural, language and blood tles which must account for
thls great inferest 1n news from Europe. "Colonlal" and
educational ties must have influenced Arab newspaper ths
most when coverlng Europe,
Taking newspapers individually, (Table VIIL)

Al-Shang Al Awsat obtalned the hlghest percentage of news

from Eurcpe and this because it 1s published in London and
1% nas great Iinterest in British news (46.2%). Al-Safir
accounted for (31%) and got the least percentage with
regard to Arab papers and this because 1t 1s a laffest
paper 1in Lebenon and 1t has great tles with the Soviet
Unlon. Al-Anba gave (43.2%) of 1ts space to news from

Zurcpe. Alfager Algadeed (40.8%) and Al-Ahram (34.8%).

As reported earlier, American papers devoted much

of thelr space to news from Eurcpe for some considerations

S

mentioned above. The Washington Post accountad for (43.3%

the New York Times (34.4%), the Chicago Tribune (33.3%),

tne Columbus Dispatch (33.3%) and the Los Angeles Times

(27.3%).

Arab parvers devoted less space to news from the
Soviet Unlon and thls could be explalined by ldeological
differences, Russlan position from the Arab Israell dilispute
and political ties with fhe United States., Buf as a
leftest paper and due to its tlies wlth the Soviet Union,

Al-Safilr {(Lebanon) devoted more than 14% of 1its foreign

news space %o the U.S.35.R.
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The Arab world recelved a failr coverage from the
American press {(17.8%) and thls 1s due to the involvement
of the U.S. in the Mlddle East, especlally as a great power
in the Arab-Israeli conflict, In the same time, Arabd
newspapers devoted an adequate proportion for news from
America {(20.7%) because of 1ts influence in cultural and
pollitical affairs (Table VI),.

Asla alsc received a falr amcunt of coverage 1in
Amerlcan and Arab newspapers studlied. It got (9.8%),
(12.4) respectlvely. It may he speculated that there wrse

more news from ccuntries such as Japan, China or India,

han there were from, say, Nepal or Burma.

or

While the amcunt of coverage might have been
lnadequate, 3Scuth America enjoyed an increase 1in volume of

news reportad in U.S. papers {7.63%). This mign

t

be due to
the involvemsnt of the U.S5. in El Salvador early this year.
An early study in 1961 by Markham found that the uniced
States newspapers devoted only 4.3% of thelr news holes to
South Amerlcan affairs. In this study, due to the lack of
considerable tles between the iiddle East and South America,
the Arab press devoted only 4.3% of its feoreign news space
to thils reglon.

Illustrating the imbalance of news flow, this study
reported the United 3tates news l1lsolation even toward 103
biggest trading partner--Canada. The findings revealed
that the United States parpers analyzed allocatad only 3.95%

of thelr news noles to Canadlan and Mexlcan news, In
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addition, the Arab press devoftad only 2.1% of 1ts news %o
Canada and iexico.

Australla 1s considered the least reglon to bhe
covered by both Amerlcan and Arab press. I€ was accountad
only for 0.6%, 0.5% respectively. This finding indicates
1ts 1sclatlon from the international politics.

While the percentage of news from each area may
suggest the amount of coverage %that region recelved, an

analysis of the news subject categorles may shed some light

on the type of news that was covered.

Subject Categories

The results for all American and Arab newspapsers

analyzed indicate that politics and government to be the
most dominant news category which accountad for 45.5% in
American papers and 34.8% in the Arab ones (Table VILII).
This [finding should not be surprising for the following
reasons:

(1) There are potentially explosive sltuations

exlsting betweeen and among many natlons around the world,

and (2) attempgts to defuse some of these situations are

4

made through governments' foreign relations policies which

G

In turn generates plenty of publiclty. {3) Anofther reason
why the pollitiecs and government category was the most
covered may oe attributed, in the case of Americaa papers,

to the fact that the united States 1s involved in almost

avery major political crists in the world. As such, the
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Table VIII

Percentage of Subject Categories 1In all
American and Arab HNewspapers Analyzed

American | Arab 1

Subject Cateagories Newspapers Newspapers{

l

rPolitics and Government 45.5 34.8 |

General Human Interest 10.8 19.7 g
War and Defense 18.4 13.3
Economic 11.4 11.4
Crime 6.8 5.0
| Accident and Disaster 4,2 5.1
Fducatlion, Arts and Science 2.9 10.7
Total 100.0 100.0




Amerlcan newspapers may have attempted to keep readers
informed about tne United States positions regardingzg such
International 1ssues., In thils news subject category

Al-Ahram accounted for 43.1%, Alfager-Algadeed 41.47,

Al Safir 35.7%, Al Sharg Al-Awsat 287%, and Al Anba 26%4.

With regard to Amerlican newspapers, the New York Times

obtained 53.1%, the Columbus Dispafch 50%, the Chicago

Tribune 46.1%, The Washington Post U41%, and the Los Angeles

Times 37.2% (Table IX).

Turning to the result about the War and Defense
Category, American newspapers accounted for 18.4% while
Arab papers cobtalned 13.3%. It 1s belleved that War and
Defense Category had galned an increasling Inferest among
the newspapers studled. Several factors contributed to

this interest--the defense competlitlion between the U.S. and

the J.3.3.R., the invatlon of Afghanistan, the situation Iin
El Salvador, and the Arab Israsli Conflict 1n the MNiddle
East.

The thipd category, General Human Interest,
accounted for higher percentage 1in Arad papers (15.7%) taan
in American ones (10.8%). The Jjustirfication of cthis fact
is that the Arab world is interested In news from the U.3.,
especlally after the rapid growth In ceultural, poliftical
and communicaticn activities in America.

As had been hypothesized earlier, Crime, Acclident
and Disaster obtalned the least percentage 1in news subject

categories. This might be due to the fact that crime,
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accldentand dilsaster are not day-bpy-day happenings. In
addition, they might bDe considered of a local concern.

A strilking pattern emerged 1in the Econcmlc HNews
Category. DBoth American and Arab newspapers accountad for
the same percentage 11.4%. The percentage for these two
arszas takes a different meaning, however, when 1t is
reglized that most of the ec¢onomic news from Europe and the
J.S. in the Arab press related to business and big
industries. In contrast, economic news from the 4rab world
concerned some form of United States ald to that reglon.

Surprisingly, the American papers tend te glve a
very little attention to Educatlon, Arts and Science news
from abroad. In the same time the Arab media ars glving an
lncreasing interest fo cultural news. Again, 1t mizght be

the 1nfluence of American culture abroad through movies, TV

and publications. In this category, the Amerilcans ssem Lo
pe satlsfised witn thelr own culitural and social 1ife and

there 1s no tandency from them to explore other cultures.

The New York Times devoted only 3.9% of 1ts foreign news

oles to Educalton, Arts and Science The Washington Post

o

2.6% (Table IX).

Appendilxes at fthe end c¢f Chapter V are the summary
of the all reported news categories by Amerlcan and Arab
newspapers studiled.

The international news that was published by the
newspapers analyzed was obviously reported Dy some source.

The following section 1s a discussion of findlngs regarding



that tople.

News Source Categories

The sources of international news are perhaps <the
most I1mportant part of the process bpecause withouf them
there may noft be foreign news.

Table X shows that Amerlcan news papers staff
contributed with 38.7% of all internasional news reported.
Only 16.6% was the contribution of ¢he Arab papers staff,
This indicates: (1) the absence of well-trailned
Journalists in the Arab medla, (2) the heavy reliance upon
news agencliles (40.3%) and (3 the lack of foreign corres-
pondents in Arab papers wlth regard o funding problem.

Anofther aspect 1illustrate the develcpment of
Amerlcan newspapers, whlle Arab papers devoted more than

43,% of thelr forelgn news to unspecified category the

American's reported only 12.1%,

The New York Times and The Washington Post overseas

staff supplied 60.%% and 57.3% respectively (Table XI).
In all Arab newspapers studied, the confrloutlion of the
staff 1s reported for less than 17%.

Individual news scurce categories for each

newspaper analyzed ares found in the Appendixes.
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TABLE X

Percentage Of News Source Categories
In All Amerilcan And Arapo Newspapers Studied

News Source Amerlcan Arabp
Categorles Newsparers Newspapers
Staff 38.7 16.6
News Agency 4g9.2 40.7
Jnspecified 12.1 43.1

Total 100 100
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Chapter V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The results of thils study 1ndicate that:

Arab newspapers, in general, devote a nigher
percantage of thelr overall space to the coverage of
international news than 4o comparable newspapers in
America, With regard to the Arab press, several reasons
contribute to this finding:

~ lack of developed local news services and apsencs
of trained jJournalists

- reliance on wilre servicsas

- lack of freedom because most papers are govermmenb-
owned or directed

- the effect of Arab-Isareli conflict

- effect of country's power status

- ¢olonial cultursal tiles

- present forelgn economlc and political relatlions.

While in Amerilcan newspapers other factors operate;
namely:

- monopoly lnterests threaten free flow of Information

- American readers are communlty orlented

- disparlity of coverage of U,S. news and foreign news

~ tralned journallsts rely less on the wire services

- Admerilcan editor's underestimation of readers’
lnterest in intsrnaticnal news

- decrease of forelgn correspondents.
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The three most covered news categorles 1n this
study were: (1) Politics and Government, (2) General Human
Interest, and (3) War and Defense. The Politiecs and
Government category was the most peported 1in Arab and
American press, The reason for that category's dominant
position in thls study may be allgned ftc the abundant
reporting of diplomatic news by tChe newspapers analyzed.

In addition, the political situation, the 1Involvements af
governments, and the conflict arcund the world in areas
such as the Mlddle East, El Salvador, Afghanlistan, the Far
East, Poland, Ireland, and South Africa may be a
contributing facter for The highest percentage accounted
for this category.

Perhaps one of the major findings regarding the
geographical distribution of the international news in this
study 1s that despife a variety of political and economic
engagement between the United States and many strategilc
reglons around the worlid, news from Zurocpe still dominated
the feorelgn news that was reported by the newspapers
analyzed. Wnile the tremendcus exposure that was given
Eurcpean news may be related €toc the Commercial, Millitary
and Cultural ties shared by that region and the Unlted
States, 1t seemed 1mportant that other regilons should also
have been given adequate coverage. Ironically, the reglons

that recelvad less attention from the Amerilcn newspapers

a1

analyzed were those that are in proximity to the United

States.,
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Cne encouraging finding in this study was that the
data analyzed debunked the hypothesis that most of The naws
from the Third World will be about conflicts. Further, the
result probably meant that althnough there was relatively
unbalanced coverage regarding news categories from the
developring nations, news from those areas was not dominated
by the reporting of negative events such as conflicts.

On the other hand, International events which in
one way or another involve the blg powers received a great
attention in the Arab press. Europe was covered most
axtensively, followed bty the Unitad States 1n all Arabp
newspapers analyzed. This indicates that these countries
ars deeply 1nvoived In international relatlons and thelr
economic and political Tuture 1z seen more dependent upon
the West.

In the news source phase of this study 1t was
discovered that the Arab press rely heavily on wirs
sarvices as a major source of foreign news. This might be
due %o the lack cof developed local news services, the
absence of well-trained Journalists and the need for
foreign correspondents 1in the Arab media. In the same
GCime, the American newspapers staff had a significant

contribution to all foreign news reported.

REecommendaticons

This study suggests the path for a more intensive

future research in the rfield of international flow of
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information. ©Only the percentage and news categories
concerning stories from world areas were analyzed. Whi
the volume c¢f news from a given area may indlcate the
amount of coverage that area received, 1t may not reveal
the meaning cof the content such as an analysils of key
pnrases or sentences might. Another limitation was that
this study did not specify pages. Based on the noticn
that cnly important stories get published on the front
prage, a separafte classification of forelgn storels fhat
appear con the front pages of newspapers under analysls
mignht be of great
Content analytical studies can not be understated
without a link wifh ofher research mentods te present a
full picture of the happenings. For example, a link-up of
content analysls with pollcy research might give us a
glimpse of who 15 making decisions cn medla content
(governments, vested business interests, publishers,
edlitors) and for what purpose. Content analysls research
must alsc be comblned with pelitical systems analyses to
determine the relaticnsnlip between medla content and the
degree of autcnomy allowed by governments especlally in the
Third World. With the help of International organizatlons
as UNESCO, I %thilnk, attzmpts should be made Co compieste a
worldwlde content analysls of newspapers to determine the
international flow c¢f information between natlons.

Flnally, what 1is mcst needed to promote world

understanding 1is the ellmination of existing government
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bparriers to the free flow of news in ftofalitarian
countries. Of almest equal Importance is the improvement
of informaticn on world affairs by providing more
packground material 1n the presentation of news. Other
ways to improve flow of information may exist: (1) greatar
objectivity, (2) an lncrease in the supply of news by
international wire services, {3) the exchange of
journalists between newspapers of different countries, and
{(4) better training of Journalists.

As the world 1s getting closer due to the
revelution in the communicaftion system and the Increasing
tles among among countrles, we hope to see well-balanced

and free Information flow beftween nations.
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