
Respected teachers, other dignitaries and my dear friends,
First of all, let me wish you all a Happy Gandhi Jayanthi.  As you all know, today is the 152nd birthday of Mahathma Gandhi, the father of our nation. Gandhiji was born in a small coastal city of Gujarat called Porbandhar on 2nd October 1869. His father, Karam Chand Gandhi was the Dewan of Porbandhar. The actual name of Mahathma Gandhi was Mohandas Karam Chand Gandhi. 
At the age of 19, Mohandas left home to study law in London. Upon returning to India in mid-1891, he set up a law practice in Bombay, but met with little success. Hence, he left for South Africa along with his wife Kasturba and practiced law for nearly 20 years.
After returning from South Africa, Mohandas actively participated in the Indian Independence struggle. In 1930, he led the Dandi Salt March, and in 1942, he launched the Quit India Movement. He not only fought for Independence but also demanded fair treatment for the untouchables and lower caste people of the country. He called untouchables as Harijans meaning "children of God. 
Gandhiji was a great writer and the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi have 50,000 pages. Friends, you know Gandhiji was nominated for the famous Nobel Peace prize for not one or two but five times. It was Ravindra Nath Tagore who called Gandhi as Mahathma for the first time and then after Gandhi became known as Mahathma Gandhi. Later, Subhash Chandrabose referred Gandhiji as the Father of our Nation.     
Mahatma Gandhi led the country to independence from the British in 1947. Unfortunately, Gandhiji was shoot dead  on  30th January 1948 by one Nathuram Godse. The entire world was shocked and all Indians wept upon hearing Gandhiji’s death. You know friends, Gandhi’s funeral procession was 8 kilometers long. There is no doubt that Mahatma Gandhi was the greatest leader India had ever seen. 
