
  

The Term "All Rights Reserved"
Explained

by Brette Sember, J.D. 
Freelance writer

Copyright is the legal ownership of a type of fixed creative work, such as a

book, song, computer program, or architectural work. Protecting your

copyright is essential so that no one can use it without your permission.

Using the words "all rights reserved" can be part of your copyright

protection strategy.

How to Get a Copyright

Becoming the owner of a copyright is simpler than you might imagine.

The moment you create your work, you own the copyright—you don't

have to register your copyright or give any kind of notice on the work

itself.

However, registering your copyright with the U.S. Copyright Office is a

smart move as it makes it easier to enforce your copyright if there is

infringement, or use of your work without your permission. The

registration provides clear proof you are the owner. If anyone wants to

use your copyrighted work, they must obtain a license from you to do so.
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Copyright Statements

You are not required to put a copyright statement on any work you

create, whether you've registered it or not, but it can be a good idea to

indicate you own the copyright, simply because it is a deterrent for

unauthorized use of your work.

A common example of a copyright statement can be found on the back of

the title pages in books, indicating the year the copyright was created,

the name of the owner, and the rights that are held. Most people retain all

rights to their copyright, but it is possible to reserve only some rights or,

if you want the work to be completely in the public domain, no rights at

all. In the notice, you state what type of rights you are keeping by using

the terms "all rights reserved" or "some rights reserved." The latter

phrase allows others to use your work but only under the terms you

provide, such as only if proper credit is given or only in specific situations,

such as for educational purposes. It is up to you to define those terms.

An example of a copyright notice is "©2019 Mary Smith. All Rights

Reserved." If your LLC owns the copyright, you would use the name of the

LLC in the copyright statement, for example: ©2019 Happy People LLC. All

Rights Reserved.

Creative Commons Licenses

A nonprofit organization called Creative Commons is seeking to reform

copyright law and practices through its licensing system, where you can

download licensing language that allows you to choose the type of reuse

you want to permit, usually noncommercial uses, at no charge.

You can place the Creative Commons license on your work or upload your

work to a platform, such as Flickr, that has Creative Commons licensing

options built in. If your work is in print or online, the organization also has

language or code you can download to place on your work, indicating the

type of license you are allowing.

To assist in enforcing all of the rights and to retain whatever rights you've

selected, be sure to register your copyright. You can do this on your own

or with the help of an attorney. Doing so will give you peace of mind and

help protect your "all rights reserved" status.

Ready to start your Copyright?  

START YOUR COPYRIGHT ONLINE NOWSTART YOUR COPYRIGHT ONLINE NOW
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How Do I Use the Copyright Symbol?

Copyright symbols are used on so many things that we see in our daily lives, that

after a while, we may stop noticing them. Learn how to use the copyright symbol

on your works, such as websites, books, and photographs.

read more

How to Avoid Copyright Infringement

Explain what types of original work a copyright covers. Mention copyright

exemptions. Provide tips for avoiding copyright infringement. What legal action

can a person take to protect a copyright?

read more

Understanding the Copyright Registration Process

The copyright registration process is the legal process of getting your copyright

filed with the US government. Find out more about how to register a copyright.

read more
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Do I Need to Copyright My Website?

Many people never even consider copyrighting their websites, but if you don't, you

may be unable to recover damages if someone copies your work. Find out what

protections a copyright gives you and decide whether or not you should copyright

your site.

read more

How to Pay Yourself in an LLC

If your startup is an LLC, how should you pay yourself—as an employee or as a

member? All the forms LLCs can take mean the answer is complicated.

read more

LLC vs. Sole Proprietorship
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Many new businesses choose to form as an LLC, but others prefer being a sole

proprietorship. Learning the differences between an LLC and a sole proprietorship

can help you to make the right choice.

read more

S Corp vs. LLC

Choosing between an S corp. or an LLC for your startup is all about how you pay

your business taxes. The differences can save real money—and headaches.

read more

Can I Form an LLC While Employed or Working at Another Job?

Thinking about forming an LLC while employed at another job? Here are the things

you need to consider.

read more
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Advantages of an LLC

Thinking of forming a new LLC? Here are six of the reasons that these flexible

business entities have become a popular choice for small businesses.

read more

Reduce Self-Employment Taxes with a Corporation or LLC

If you’re self-employed, you know that self-employment taxes take a big bite out

of your income. Here’s how you might be able to reduce those taxes by setting up a

corporation or an LLC.

read more
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