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Trends in the publication of scientific research in
travel medicine from Latin America
We read with interest the recent Letter by Rodriguez-
Morales and Palacios describing trends in the publication of
scientific research in travel medicine from Latin America.1

In their Letter, the authors point out that travel medicine
has emerged as an important scientific discipline in many
parts of the world, including very recently, in Latin
America.

Aside from travel medicine, Latin American scholars
have many other reasons to be proud of their scientific and
scholarly achievements. Firstly, there is known to be an
extensive range of literature originating from the Spanish
speaking countries of Latin America.2 One of the earliest
journals in tropical medicine, for example, originated in
Brazil.3 Similar to their Spanish language counterparts,
many Portuguese journals are now Open Access (OA), with
direct links in the major indexing databases.4 Perhaps one
of the most important initiatives from this region is SciELO
(Scientific Electronic Library Online), a World Health
Organization (WHO)/Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO) supported database of approximately 3.5 million
citations across over 500 journals.5 The provision of OA
initiatives is important, as OA itself occupies a major role
for global scientific equity, given that the internet provides
many scholars their only chance for accessing scientific
literature that would otherwise be too expensive to
purchase, particularly in developing countries.6

Secondly, Latin American authors are known to have
increased their contribution to scientific publication in
recent years. In a global analysis of biomedical publication
trends, for example, Rahman and Fukui7 found that the
South America and the Caribbean region were publishing an
average of approximately 11 articles per million pop-
ulation, per year; a figure that had more than doubled
between 1990 and the year 2000. Furthermore, their share
of global publications increased from 1.3% to 1.8% over the
same time period. In an earlier study examining the
production of scientific articles about health in six Latin
American countries between 1973 and 1992, Pellegrini Filho
and colleagues8 revealed that the number of published
works had increased, there was greater frequency of team
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efforts and there was greater cooperation between insti-
tutions and countries.

On the other hand, as Rodriguez-Morales and Palacios
have pointed out,1 Latin American authors still face chal-
lenges when publishing their work, and scientific publica-
tions from developing countries in Latin America remain
comparatively rare. Some of these challenges are biblio-
metric in nature. When they are published, articles by Latin
American authors in prestigious journals tend to have fewer
citations.9 Although journal impact factors are known to be
increasing in specialist medical fields during recent years,10

including in travel medicine,11 in a study of scientific
articles from Latin American countries8 the average number
of citations received by each paper was less than half of
that received by all articles in the Institute for Scientific
Information (ISI, now Thomson Reuters) database. As
recently as 2007 however, it was noted that comparatively
few Latin American journals are included in the ISI data-
base, although for those that were; publishing in English
was associated with a slightly higher impact factor.12

Publication of scientific results in the languages of Latin
American countries is clearly important, particularly as
Spanish and Portuguese are the 4th and 8th most widely
spoken languages in the World.13 Between 300 and
400 million people speak Spanish as their mother tongue, for
example.2 In view of this, it is surprising that the peak WHO
travel medicine guideline, International Travel and
Health,14 is not currently published or downloadable from
the WHO website in Spanish or Portuguese; although the
International Health Regulations15 are downloadable in
Spanish. Another issue for Latin American scholars is being
able to obtain full-text access to the existing literature.
Ospina and colleagues,16 for example, found that almost 90%
of the Spanish speaking authors in Latin America whom they
contacted had not included important references in their
published articles because they did not have full access.
Capacity building remains another important issue for travel
medicine in Latin American countries. The further encour-
agement of scientific output from this region might also be
increased if more researchers were trained in use of the
most frequently used databases, such as Medline.16

As we pass through our first decade of the 21st century,
travel medicine continues to grow as an important scientific
discipline in many regions,17 including in Latin America.
Support from the Latin American Society for Travel
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Medicine (SLAMVI) and the International Society for Travel
Medicine (ISTM) will no doubt help further develop this
field, as Rodriguez-Morales and Palacios have emphasised.1

A concrete example of collaboration is the fact that the 4th
Regional Conference of the ISTM will be conducted jointly
with SLAMVI as the II Congreso Latinoamericano de Medic-
ina del Viajero.18 Even so, students in the health profes-
sions still need encouragement to participate in travel
medicine as a discipline, in Latin America as elsewhere.
Enhanced placement opportunities for travel medicine
related activities also need to be provided.19
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