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The number of citations an article receives is an important indication of its impact and
contribution to the clinical world. There is a paucity of literature concerning top article
citations in cardiology. The main objective of this investigation was to bridge this gap and to
provide readers a practical guide in evaluating the cardiovascular literature. Scopus Library
database was searched to determine the citations of all published cardiovascular articles.
One hundred two journals were included in our investigation under the Institute of Science
Information Web of Science subject category “cardiology, cardiovascular, and heart.” We
did not apply any time or study-type restriction in our search. The top 100 cited articles
were selected and analyzed by 2 independent investigators. The journal with the highest
number of top 100 cited articles was Circulation with 36, followed by 28 in the European
Heart Journal. A statistically significant association was found between the journal impact
factor and the number of top 100 cited articles (p <0.005). United States had the highest
number of articles (49). Contrary to bibliometric analyses published in other medical fields,
the largest subset of the cardiology articles (n = 42) was published in the 5-year period from
2006 to 2010. General medical journals such as The Lancet (n = 4) and The New England
Journal of Medicine (n = 1) contributed only 5 articles to the list despite their extremely
high impact factors. In conclusion, our analysis provides an insight on the citation fre-
quency of top cited articles published in cardiovascular medicine to help recognize the
quality of the works, discoveries, and the trends steering cardiology. © 2015 Elsevier Inc.

All rights reserved. (Am J Cardiol 2015;115:972—981)

Academic institutions, public and private funding sec-
tors, are now more interested in assessing the quality and
productivity of individual scholarly work as a parameter for
measuring the academic excellence to prioritize resources
and reorient support. Bibliometric techniques are a powerful
tool in performing citation analysis, one of the markers of
the impact of an individual’s scholarly work within the
scientific community.’ Although the value of citation rates
has been debated,” analysis of citation frequency can be
valuable in identifying important issues and discoveries
within the medical realm. Cardiology has evolved substan-
tially in the last few decades. However, there is a paucity of
literature concerning top article citations in cardiology. The
main objective of our investigation is to bridge this gap and
provide for the readers a practical guide to evaluate impact
within the cardiovascular literature.

Methods

In September 2014, we searched the Scopus Library
database (www.scopus.com) for citations of published
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cardiovascular articles. One hundred seven journals were
included in our investigation under the Institute of Science
Information Web of Science subject category ‘““cardiology,
cardiovascular, and heart.” In this list, Stroke, Statistics
in Medicine, Diabetes Care, Autoimmunity Reviews, and
Anesthesia and Analgesia were not consistent with the focus
of our investigation and, hence, excluded. No time limita-
tions were implemented on the investigation. Also, we did
not impose any restriction on the basis of study types,
availability of an abstract, and human versus nonhuman
research subjects.

The remaining 102 journals were searched using both
electronic and print International Standard Serial Numbers.
The list of journals identified was exported into a spread-
sheet. All identified journals were collected in a single
search in Web of Science. Our search yielded a list of all
indexed published articles in each of the journals. The re-
sults were arranged using the option “Times cited” that
provided us a list of the all the articles published in a specific
journal ranked by citation counts. The results were then
evaluated by 2 independent investigators to conclude the
100 top cited articles. Later we also individually cataloged
the articles in a database for further categorization.

Using the modified approach of the methods by Lim
et al,3 2 authors reviewed the 100 articles and the following
data were compiled: number of authors, publication year,
journal name, impact factor, country of origin, where the
investigation was conducted, and article type (original and
review articles). We also reviewed the association between
journal impact factor and the number of articles included in
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Years Journal of the American College of 6 (22,143) 14.09
Figure 1. 5-Year interval for 100 top cited cardiovascular articles. Cardiology
The Lancet 4 (128,962) 39.20
Journal of Hypertension 3 (11,058) 4.22
the top 100 articles. Only the journals with at least 1 top 100 European Journal of Cardiovascular 3 (958) 3.69
cited articles were included in our investigation. Prevention and Rehabilitation
Using the Pearson product-moment correlation coeffi- The American Journal of Cardiology 2 (35,262) 3.425
cient, we evaluated the strength and direction of the linear European Journal of Heart Failure 1(2,458) 6.577
relation between the impact factor of the journal and the The New England Journal of 1(71,09) 34.42
number of top 100 cited articles included in the list. The u Mei’””? | ©0.658) 657
s . ypertension , .
statistical software packages used for data analysis were Progress in Cardiovascular Discases 1 (1.986) 5 a3

Stata/MP 10.0 (Stata, College Station, Texas). Data are
presented as medians and interquartile ranges. A signifi-
cance level of o = 0.05 was used for all the comparisons.

Results

The number of citations for the top 100 cited articles
ranged from 331 to 3,484 (Table 1). The median number of
citations was 515 (interquartile range 391.25). The median
number of authors was 12 (interquartile range 13.25). The
top 100 articles were published from 1985 to 2013, with
most articles (n = 42) published in the 5-year period from
2006 to 2010 (Figure 1).

The journal with the highest number of top 100 cited
articles was Circulation, with 36 (Table 2) followed by
European Heart Journal, with 28. Journal of the American
Medical Association, Cardiovascular Research, and Jour-
nal of the American College of Cardiology each had >5
highly cited articles. General medical journals such as The
Lancet (n = 4) and The New England Journal of Medicine
(n = 1) contributed only 5 articles to the list despite their
extremely high impact factors. The impact factors for jour-
nals with the top 100 cited articles ranged from 2.443 to
54.42. We found a statistically significant association be-
tween journal impact factor and the number of top 100 cited
articles (p <0.005).

There were 13 different countries of origin for the highly
cited articles. The United States had the largest number of
articles, with 49. The United Kingdom published a total of
14 articles. All other countries had <10 highly cited articles.
Three of the articles did not have the names of the authors
listed as they were published by either medical societies or
associations and, therefore, reported as not available
(Figure 2). Sixty articles were review articles, whereas the
other 40 were original articles (Figure 3).

Discussion

In our comprehensive list of the most highly cited articles
in cardiovascular medicine, we found that the top 2 articles
were guidelines regarding the management of arterial hy-
pertension published by the European Society of Cardiol-
ogy. Both these studies were the only articles to cross 3,000
citations. This is not surprising considering that hyperten-
sion is projected to effect 1.5 billion people in the next
10 years and is estimated to cause 9.4 million deaths
annually.”” These high numbers help to explain the perva-
sive public and medical interest generated by these guide-
lines. On further scrutiny, it can be observed that of the 14
articles with more than 1,000 citations, 8 were guideline



980 The American Journal of Cardiology (www.ajconline.org)

60

49

50

Citations
8 &

n
(=]

10

&

&

> <
S

S S &N P oS
s & & & &F 9
SIS PR
S
<«

Countries

Figure 2. Articles according to country of origin.

& Review Article Original Article

40%

Figure 3. Type of manuscripts for 100 top cited cardiovascular articles.

oriented. This indicates that guidelines compared with basic
science and individual clinical studies can have superior
effect on readership.

Overall, it was observed that a large majority of the most
highly cited articles in cardiovascular medicine focused on
valvular heart disease and heart failure secondary to coro-
nary artery disease. This can have important implications for
the stakeholders and journal editors in selecting and evalu-
ating scientific works in the field of cardiovascular medi-
cine. It is also important to realize the possible effect of
publication bias toward these articles and that cardiovascular
literature is heavily tied to the pharmaceutical and device

industries. Nonetheless, knowledge and understanding of
the features inherent to highly cited work would help young
researchers to publish effectively. However, we believe that
this list also helps to point out the topics and subspecialties
that have not been given due consideration. For instance,
congenital heart diseases, coronary imaging, cardiac tumors,
and cardiomyopathies were virtually nonexistent in the list.
As the prevalence of congenital heart diseases is increasing
dramatically,® we feel that this issue along with the earlier
mentioned topics should have greater future representation
in the list.

We found that the most highly cited articles were pub-
lished in a variety of journals, 13 in all. More than half (n =
64) of these articles were published in the Circulation or
European Heart Journal—both the journals are dedicated
solely to the research of cardiovascular diseases and have an
impact factor >14. Our findings support the application of
Bradford’s law, a bibliometric concept suggested by
Brookes.”* The principle idea behind Bradford’s law is that
most researchers obtain their citations from a few main
journals in their respective field of expertise. When the re-
searchers deviate from these core journals, their citation
frequency and impact are weakened. Consequently, this
tendency leads to a large 7percentage of citations stemming
from a few core journals.”®

Furthermore, the 2 most highly cited articles were pub-
lished in a relatively low—impact factor journal (Journal of
Hpypertension). This indicates a growing trend of publishing
highly influential articles in specialty journals compared
with high—impact factor journals. Other bibliometric ana-
lyses also tend to support this notion.” " The New England
Journal of Medicine and The Lancet, 2 of the most high-
—impact factor journals, contributed just 5 articles to the list.
Furthermore, in concordance with many other citation ana-
lyses, most of the studies that made the top 100 list were
from the United States.'” '

We also demonstrate that most (n = 77) of the highly
cited articles in cardiovascular medicine were of the period
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2001 to 2010. This is contrary to most other bibliometric
analyses, which generally found that the peak period for
citation was from 1980 to 1995.'*'° In fact in a citation
classic of general surgery journals, the authors found that
approximatelly 1/3 of the highly cited works were published
before 1960."* This contradiction might be explained by the
dynamic field of cardiovascular medicine in which the body
of literature has flourished immensely in the past, and cli-
nicians tend to rely on the latest guidelines. Having said that
some elapsed time is needed for the articles to accumulate
citations and gain significant coverage. This lack of elapsed
time explains the relatively few top cited articles published
during 2011 to 2014. Future bibliometric analyses can
confirm this notion and help to better delineate the timeline
associated with peak citation trends in cardiovascular med-
icine. In contrast, absence of any article before 1985 in the
highly cited list suggests the limited usefulness of old arti-
cles in the modern era. However, it is important to realize
that this trend could be because of a combination of many
issues. Limitations in databases for tracking older articles,
lack of online and internet resources in the pre-1990s, and
the inclination toward publishing original contributions in
textbooks rather than in manuscript forms might have all
contributed to this downward trend.

As with any other bibliometric analyses, there are many
potential limitations in this study. First, this type of study
usually favors older published articles and omits landmark
articles from the last 10 years.””17 However, in contrast, in
this study, approximately 50% of the most highly cited ar-
ticles in cardiovascular medicine were from the past
10 years. Second, there are potential shortcomings of the
database used and exclusion of textbooks in this method-
ology. This might have resulted in omission of articles
before 1980 as Scopus has been reported to miss older
citations.'®'” However, to ensure that our methodology was
rigorous enough, we also included general medical journals
such as The New England Journal of Medicine to avoid
missing highly cited articles during our search. Third, the
inherent problems associated with citation analyses, such as
the bias linked to rely on the total number of times an article
is cited, must be noted as well. Although minimal, self-
citation was also not taken into consideration in our study.
Lastly, we only used a single electronic medical database for
our search. Keeping in mind the significant differences be-
tween various databases,'&'g it is possible that our list of
most highly cited articles might be different if we had used
Google scholar or any other database instead of Scopus.
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