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Dear Editor,
We recently surveyed publication and collaboration patterns in

seven high-impact neurology journals [1]. This involved a review
of all in press articles over a two-month period in late 2016, yield-
ing 204 articles overall (of which 107 were research studies). Bib-
liometric data of research studies were examined further.

Australian researchers produced eight studies (7.5%). Six of the
studies involved collaboration with other countries; collaborators
were most commonly from Germany (n = 3), the United States
(n = 3), China (n = 2) and the United Kingdom (n = 2). The studies
in general were of high-quality (e.g. systematic reviews and large
prospective series).

Research from New Zealand, on the other hand, was much less
substantial; only a single published case report was found. Of note,
similar or higher quantity and quality of studies originated from
such countries as Slovenia (one systematic review and one case
series), Thailand (one large prospective series) and Czech Republic
(one large prospective series).

Underlying such output disparity between Australia and New
Zealand are likely several factors, which may include discrepancies
in the two countries’ human and financial resources allocated to
neurological research. Collaborative efforts between the two coun-
tries are only likely to strengthen research output. For example,
studies by the Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society
Clinical Trial Group are regularly published in such journals as
the New England Journal of Medicine [2], the Lancet [3] and Jour-
nal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) [4].

Australasian clinicians and researchers have contributed to sig-
nificant advances to patient care (and continue to do so). The uni-
fied health system—including almost universal coverage of the
population by general practitioners—as well as the preserved and
cherished indigenous health in New Zealand provide unique
opportunities which, in turn, could complement research from
Australia. It is time for clinicians and scientists from the two coun-
tries to put their hands together in order to produce neurological
research that is superior—in both quality and quantity—to the cur-
rent state.
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