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Seven steps to publication

1. Author sends or uploads amanuscript

2. Preliminary screening by the journal.

3. If OK, sent to reviewers (referees)

4. Reviewers’ comments to author

5. Author submits revised version

6. Typesetting; proofs to author

7. Author returns proofs; paper published



Time lag : 6 months to 2 years



Strategy to cope with slow publication 

■ Adopt parallel processing: at any time, 

have multiple papers, each at different 

stage of the process.

■ Start writing early—without waiting for 

results to be in.

■ Enquire if you don’t hear from the 

editor within 6–8 weeks of submission.



Before writing a research paper

■ Read relevant journals; scan abstract 

journals.

■ Choose a target journal; note policy 

and scope.

■ Study instructions to authors.

■ Study a recent issue of target journal.



Springer journal selector

Paste an abstract or a description of 

your paper to find matching journals.



Springer journal selector

https://journalsuggester.springer.com/



Elsevier journal selector 

<http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/>

Insert title and abstract and select the 

field of research.

Limit to journals

with open access



http://thinkchecksubmit.org/



thinkchecksubmit.org checklist

■ Do you or colleagues know the journal?

■ Have you read the journal before?

■ Can you contact the publisher by 

telephone, email, and post?

■ Is the journal clear about the type of 

peer review it uses?

■ Is it clear what fees will be charged?



A third-party journal selection tool

https://www.journalguide.com/



■ Check with colleagues; scan library 

shelves.

■ Find journals that have published 

articles on topics similar to yours.

■ General-interest journal or a specialist 

journal?

Advice from Taylor & Francis publishers

http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/how-to-choose-a-journal/



Pre-review assessment

■ Within the broad remit of the journal?

■ Addresses a broad subject area?

■ Potentially a substantial contribution?

■ Subject topical, of interest to a wide 

readership?

■ Appropriately formatted?

■ Novel and interesting?



Warning from Canadian Journal of Speech-

Language Pathology and Audiology

Submitted manuscripts must be written 

with native language competency in 

either English or French. Manuscripts 

that do not meet these standards will 

be returned prior to review. Careful 

attention to clarity and style is 

encouraged. 



Possible decisions, 1

■ Manuscript unsuitable: inappropriate, 

lacks novelty, of insufficient general 

interest— rejected without peer review.

■ Rejection after peer review

■ Rejection, resubmission invited: work 

has potential

■ Revision: major/minor changes required



Possible decisions, 2

■ Acceptance subject to editing: content 

acceptable after minor editing

■ Final acceptance: acceptance 

confirmed; files and forms sent to 

publisher.



Title and abstract

■ Remember that the decision to read a 

paper is based solely on the basis of its 

title.

■ Make title and abstract work together.

■ Use abbreviations sparingly.

■ Use keywords not already used in title.

■ Skip background information.



Keywords: not in title and not too broad

Temporal processing?

Spectral processing?

Frequency discrimination?

Temporal modulation?

Middle ear status?



Optimizing for search engines

‘Place essential findings and keywords in 

first two sentences of abstract.

Repeat your keywords 3–6 times’

—Wiley Author Services

https://authorservices.wiley.com/author

-resources/Journal-Authors/Prepare/

writing-for-seo.html



Making your paper easy to find

Keywords should not already appear in 

the title. Use keywords to draw in 

readers from wider areas who might not 

otherwise notice your paper when they 

are using search engines.



Abstract from Journal of Physics



The IMRaD structure, 1

■ Introduction: reason for doing work, 

nature of hypothesis, essential 

background

■ Materials and methods: sufficient 

details of techniques to enable the 

work to be repeated.



The IMRaD structure, 2

■ Results: draw attention to important 

details in tables and figures.

■ Discussion: significance of results in 

relation to reasons for doing the work, 

and place them in the context of other 

work. 



Typical research paper: 25–30 paragraphs

■ Introduction: 1 page, maximum 

400 words in 1–4 paragraphs

■ Methods: 2–3 pp., about 750 words in 

6–9 paragraphs; 5–15 references

■ Results: 2–3 pp. (text, figures, tables), 

about 1000 words in 4–9 paragraphs

■ Discussion: 3–4 pp., 1000–1500 words, 

10 paragraphs, 10–20 references



Introduction

■ Answer the question W H Y.

■ State the problem.

■ Explain why the problem is important.

■ Review work done so far to solve it.

■ Introduce the study by pointing out 

what is different about it compared to 

past research.



Materials and methods

■ Answer the question H O W.

■ Include enough detail for others to 

repeat the experiment.

■ Give sources of material, make and 

model of equipment, quantities, 

duration, season, etc.



Results

■ Answer the question W H A T.

■ State only the results; comments and 

explanations in Discussion section.

■ Use tables and charts as appropriate 

but do not duplicate information.

■ If results are not statistically 

significant, do not discuss them.



Discussion

■ Answer the question S O  W H A T.

■ Explain what the results mean and how 

they are important.

■ Compare results with earlier findings;

explain contradictory results, if any.

■ Suggest future line of work.

■ Sum up with a conclusion.



Warning from a journal

Literature cited: citations in text must 

be checked for consistency with those 

under References. Authors must pay 

serious attention to the formatting of 

references. “Manuscripts will be 

returned even without reviewing if 

reference style is not adhered to.”



Citations: numbers or names?

■ Citations by numbers, the Vancouver

system

■ Citations by names of authors, the 

Harvard system



Numbered citations: Vancouver system

■ Citations (numbers): ‘in line’ or 

superscripts ? Normal of italics?

■ Enclosed in round brackets 

(parentheses) or in square brackets?

■ Placed after full stop or before?



‘In-line’ numbers in round brackets

Journal of Biological Chemistry



Italics ‘in-line’ numbers in round brackets

Science



‘In-line’ numbers in square brackets

Journal of Phonetics & Audiology



Superscript numbers in square brackets



Superscript numbers before full stop

Nature



Superscript numbers after full stop

B M J



Harvard system: variations

■ Comma or space after author/s? 

■ How many names before ‘et al.’?

■ et al. (italics) or et al. (normal)?

■ Multiple citations: alphabetical or 

chronological?

et (Latin for ‘and’) is never followed by a 

full stop.



Comma after author/s

Int. J. Speech-language Pathology



Space after author/s

Ear and Hearing



How many authors before et al.?

Ear and Hearing

■ For papers with three or more authors, 

give only the first author’s name 

followed by et al., as in (Jones et al. 

1995).

■ No comma after author/s

■ No italics for et al.



Same author, same year

■ Citing documents by the same author 

and published in the same year: 

append a, b, c, etc. to the year, as in 

Smith 2014a, b. Give year only once.

■ Insert initials as required if the last 

name is the same, as in Smith A 2014 

and Smith K 2014.



Too many authors

■ List the first six authors.

■ Skip all the rest except the last; 

represent omission with ellipsis (. . .)

■ End the list with the last author.

Singh P K, Daniel R, Gupta P K, Kaul S T, 

Smith G, Roy G M . . . Menon R. 2014. 

Offshore turbines. Energy 34: 5–12



And or & (ampersand)



And or & (ampersand)

Use ampersand (&) when the citation is 

parenthetical: (Bird & Tree 2000). When 

a citation is not parenthetical, use ‘and’: 

‘Our results agree with the predictions 

of Wolf and Rhymer (2001).

— APA style used by several top 

speech and hearing journals



Placing in-text citations, 1

■ Insert citations to fit them comfortably 

with the flow of your writing.

■ Where the author’s name does not 

occur naturally, put the citation in 

brackets.

■ If you paraphrase something, insert 

citation at the end of the sentence.



Placing in-text citations, 2

■ Start: Kraushaar and Novak (2010) 

explored connections between laptop 

usage and course achievement.

■ Middle: Information on shelf life 

(Scuderi et al. 2010) is limited.

■ End: Students score higher when they 

take notes (Titsworth & Kiewra 2004).



Citations in chronological order

APA style, used by most top journals in speech 

and hearing



Finishing: journal’s style, 1

■ Follow capitalization, bold, italics,

Fig. / Figure, etc.

■ Follow style for headings: numbered or 

not numbered



Finishing: journal’s style, 2

■ Follow the target journal’s style but

— do not use multiple columns

— use a standard, serif font: Times, 

Georgia, Sitka, Calibri

— left justification; hyphenation off

— ignore indents, small capitals, 

running heads

— Tables / figures as separate files.



Numbered headings, 1



Numbered headings, 2



Headings not numbered



Fig. or Figure?



Fig. or Figure?



Title of paper: capitalization



Fake or hijacked websites

Two reputable European science journals 

have fallen prey to identity theft by 

criminals who have created counterfeit 

journal websites. . . . The forged sites look 

so convincing that they initially misled 

Thomson Reuters . . .

<http://www.nature.com/news/sham-

journals-scam-authors-1.12681> 



‘Predatory’ journals

■ Capitalize on the pressure to publish.

■ Upfront fee; fast publication.

■ No review or only cursory peer review.

■ Large international editorial boards.

■ Seldom show street address.

■ False impact factors; multidisciplinary.



Search for authentic impact factor

<http://mjl.clarivate.com>



ISSN has nothing to do with quality

ISSN, or International Standard Serial 

Number: an international identifier for 

serials and other continuing resources, 

electronic and printed

<http://www.issn.org/

understanding-the-issn/what-is-an-issn/>



Beware of invitations to submit



Predatory journals: unrealistic schedules



Predatory journals: suspect emphasis



UGC-approved journals

Includes journals covered in 1) Web of 

Science, 2) Scopus, and 3) Indian Citation 

Index, and those recommended by 4) the 

Standing Committee on Notification on 

Journal and Language Committee and 5) 

universities.

— Removed 4305 journals recently.



https://www.ugc.ac.in/journallist



■ Avoid ‘copy and paste’.

■ Enclose text in quotation marks.

■ Provide correct citation and reference.

■ Paraphrase: borrow ideas, not words.

■ Cite only what you have read first-hand.

Avoiding plagiarism



www.ithenticate.com



Impact Factor, H index, etc.

■ Impact Factor: specific to journal for a 

given year; measures how often, on 

average, an article is cited.

■ H-index (Hirsch index) of X means a 

scientist has published X papers that 

have been cited at least X times.



Altmetrics covers non-academic sources

Altmetrics: combines a selection of 

online indicators – scholarly and non-

scholarly – such as blogs, Twitter, 

Facebook, mainstream newspapers and 

magazines to measure digital impact 

and reach (how much attention a paper 

is receiving relative to its peers). 



https://www.altmetric.com/



Closed-access papers: icon of a lock



Unpaywall: legal access to papers

https://unpaywall.org/

an extension for Chrome and Firefox



Open-access papers



www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk



www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk



Language-editing services

■ Publishers and other agencies

■ Charges are based on number of words

■ A 5000-word paper costs roughly

— $485, Edanz

— $340, Springer Nature

— $322, Wiley

— $256, Asia Science Editing

— $250, Editage

—



Nature master class

<https://www.nature.com/scitable/ebooks/

english-communication-for-scientists-14053993/

contents>



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/



https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/



https://www.springer.com/in/authors-editors/journal-

author



https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/learn

Free access to countless e-learning 

resources designed to support 

researchers on every step of their 

research journey.



Editage Insights

<https://www.editage.com/insights/>



https://authorservices.wiley.com/home.html



Wiley Research Academy

“To enable researchers to be more 

successful in getting their articles 

accepted by quality, peer-reviewed 

journals . . . regardless of who publishes 

them.”

















Recommended reading

■ Boxman R and Boxman E. 2017. 

Communicating Science: a practical guide for 

engineers and physical scientists. Singapore: 

World Scientific Publishing. 276 pp.

■ Silvia P J. 2015. Write it Up: practical 

strategies for writing and publishing journal 

articles. Washington, DC: American 

Psychological Association. 247 pp.



Recommended reading

■ Hart G. 2014. Writing for Science 

Journals. Pointe-Claire, Quebec, Canada: 

Diaskeuasis Publishing. 635 pp.

■ Blackwell J and Martin J. 2011. A 

Scientific Approach to Scientific 

Writing. New York: Springer. 112 pp.



Recommended reading

■ Wallwork A. 2011. English for Writing 

Research Papers. New York: Springer. 

325 pp.

■ Glasman-Deal H. 2010. Science 

Research Writing for Non-Native 

Speakers of English. London: Imperial 

College Press. 257 pp.



Recommended reading

■ Belcher W L. 2009. Writing Your 

Journal Article in 12 weeks. Thousand 

Oaks, Los Angeles: Sage Publishing. 

376 pp.


