Previous work
Despite the shortcomings inherent in the analysis of just
one academic journal, such an inquiry is both timely and
valuable. The IJPM is the only independent established
international journal with a mission which directly corresponds
with that of the main international community of
researchers and practitioners in the field of project management,
as represented by INTERNET. In addition, other project
management journals are published elsewhere which tend
to have a narrower international coverage or be more
specifically focused on construction projects. For these
reasons, a review of the IJPM is more likely to represent
a review of the international project management discipline.
This review is timely because, in most countries, the
place of project management as a profession and as an
academic subject in its own right is currently being
redefined. This is leading to major changes in the way in
which project management is viewed in industry, and in the
expectations of those who support project management
and its practice as either employers or clients of project
managers. In addition, the professional and industrial base
of project management is becoming increasingly questioned
in practice in terms of its underlying theories and principles
and its breadth and nature of application.
In particular this paper seeks to provide a partial map of
the discipline of project management. It follows a parallel
study1 of the journal Construction Management and
Economics and is part of an ongoing programme of work
by the authors that seeks to gain insights into publication
patterns and research processes within the interface of the
broader management and built environment disciplines.
==
Research questions
Clearly the key issues which the analysis could cover are
constrained by the nature of the IJPM and its editorial
policies, and, within these, the self-selecting nature of those
who seek to publish in it and their particular interests,
orientations and skills. However, the case study does
represent a good starting point for a discipline review. In
this review, some of the obvious yet important questions
are as follows:
• Who has published in the IPJM?
• What has been published?
• Where was it written?
• Is a style of IJPM paper and research emerging?
All of these questions can be modified and then influenced
by a series of further questions about whether the IJPM
differs from other journals and whether it is changing over
time, and about its influence and role within the development
of the discipline.
Journal
In 1987, the editorship of the journal moved from the
founding editor G F Waller to B Curtis. However, throughout
its first ten years, the journal was very stable in terms
of the volume of papers and its frequency (quarterly).
All the papers published in the IJPM during 1983-92
were included in this study. Ten volumes were published,
comprising 40 issues with 347 papers written by 352
authors from 32 countries. The size of each volume is given
in Table 1. There were 1978 authored pages in total. Of the
347 papers, 258 were written by one author, 64 by two
authors, 15 by three authors, two by four authors, one by
five authors and another by six authors. Each paper usually
included a title, the names of the authors, and their affiliations.
However, in a few cases, the absence of some of this
information prevented detailed analysis and classification.
For this reason not all of the 347 papers were included in
some of the analyses that follow.
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