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Abstract By following the recently published paper in Science titled “Coercive
Citation in Academic Publishing”, in this paper, we aim to discuss the demand of
some journals that request authors to cite recently published papers in that journal to
increase the impact factor of that journal. It will be mentioned that some of these
demands are not ethical and consequently will diminish the reputation of the
journal.
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Introduction

Recently, a paper was published by Science about the requests of some journals for
self-citation (Wilhite and Fong 2012). Now, we want to follow this paper and
discuss more about this issue and classify the type of demands for self-citation.
Here, we give some instances of these demands so that readers can judge this issue
for themselves. It should be mentioned that we do not pay attention to the journals
with bogus impact factors as was discussed in Jalalian and Mahboobi (2013), but we
confine ourselves to the journals that are printed by well-known publishers.
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Cite Our Papers: Optional

First, let us discuss about the journals that request authors cite recently published
papers in that journal optionally. For example, a paper is submitted to a journal and
after the first round of reviewing, the editor wants the authors to cite their papers
with such a request “Please expand your literature review to include and cite the
similar works that have been published in recent years.” They mention that the aim
of this demand is to give a sense of continuity to the readers. It seems that this
demand is reasonable, although their goal is increasing the impact factor, but it is
not mandatory to cite their papers. Of course, it should be mentioned that the
authors try to cite the recent papers published in that journal to make the editor
happy and maybe to obtain a faster acceptance. In this case, one cannot argue about
the quality or diminishing the reputation of the journal.

Cite Our Papers: Semi-mandatory

In the second group, when the authors submit their papers to a journal, they get rejected
before the review process. In such cases, the editor says that your paper is not in the
scope of our journal, or our journal is not interested in this subject. Their reason is this
“There is not a reference (or a considerable number of references) of our journal in
your reference list which shows we are not interested in this subject”. In some of these
cases, the authors have to cite some recent papers published in the journal, although the
subjects are not very close but the subject can be related. The authors have to make a
relationship between their work and the published papers in that journal so that their
paper goes under review. We called this type of demand “semi-mandatory” because
the editors do not state directly their demands about self-citation.

Cite Our Papers: Mandatory

In the third group, some authors face an unreasonable demand. On submitting a paper
to one of the Institute of Science Index journals in the field of Nanotechnology the
editor required the citation of some papers from two other journals. The two other
journals were in the field of physics and not related to Nanotechnology. The editor
suggested that two papers unrelated to our subject be cited. The citations that were
suggested referred to three journals with the same editor. The editor was apparently
seeking to increase the impact factor of other journals edited by him although the
subjects of the journals were completely different. This type of demand is not
reasonable and will diminish the prestige and reputation of this journal in future years.

Conclusion

This letter focuses on the requirement of some journals to cite their recently
published papers to increase the impact factor of their journals. We classified these
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demands into three groups: optional, semi-mandatory, and mandatory. It was
concluded that it is reasonable for a journal to direct authors to cite related works
published in the journal to increase the impact factor. However, when a journal
requires the citation of some papers that are not related to the subject of the
submitted manuscript, it is not ethical and it will eventually and inevitably diminish
the reputation of the journal.
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