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All India Institute of Speech and Hearing (AIISH), Mysore
(1 April- 30 September 2012)
Founded in 1965 as an autonomous institute under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India, the All India Institute of Speech and Hearing (AIISH), Mysore, is the premier organization in the country which imparts education and training, facilitates research, provides clinical services and instructs the public on matters related to communication disorders. 
1. Education and Training 
AIISH, being the leading and trend-setting institution in the field of communication disorders, offered a variety of practitioner-oriented academic programs pertaining to Speech, Language, Hearing and allied areas, during the period. Fourteen academic programs were offered and totally 586 students were admitted. One of these programs namely, Diploma in Hearing, Language and Speech (DHLS) was also offered at 11 other centers across the country through quasi-distance mode. 
In addition to the regular, long term academic programs, the institute also organized 23 orientation programs and 15 workshops/ seminars/ conferences on recent trends and developments in the field, during the period. Also, the institute hosted eight lectures by eminent personalities including Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, former President  of India, Dr. H. S. Venkatagiri, Professor of Psychology, IOWA State University, USA,  Dr. Brett Swanson, Research Engineer, Cochlear Technology, Australia and  Dr. M.N. Hegde, Professor of Speech-Language Pathology, California State University, USA. 
The other educational milestones during the period include the establishment of network connection between the institute main campus at Mysore and its eleven DHLS centers spread across the country, the implementation of Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) for the Postgraduate Programs, affiliation for the new Postgraduate Diploma Program on Alternative and Augmentative Communication by the University of Mysore, development and implementation of a Computerized Faculty Evaluation Procedure and the introduction of National Library and Information Services Infrastructure for Scholarly Content (N-LIST), a web-based electronic information service of UGC-INFLIBNET.


2. Research Activities
The institute promoted research related to communication disorders. Special emphasis was given to clinically relevant applied research on causes, control and prevention of the disorders, assessment and treatment issues as well as the testing and refinement of new technologies for the speech and hearing impairment. Totally, 20 funded research projects were completed and 26 projects newly initiated during the period.  Also, 59 research projects were progressing in different departments. The funding for the research projects are sponsored by the institute itself as well as external agencies like Department of Science and Technology, Govt.of India and Indian Council of Medical Research. In addition to the funded research, 65 postgraduate and 45 doctoral level research works were also going on.
The research activities at the institute were augmented by launching two research laboratories namely, Psychoacoustics Lab, which is dedicated to auditory perceptual phenomena in individuals with normal hearing, individuals using hearing aids and cochlear implants, and Neurophysiology Lab which focuses on understanding how certain key neural areas or circuits in the brain work towards perceiving speech and processing of speech and language, during the period. These laboratories were launched by the Hon’ble former President Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam.
3. Clinical Services
The institute offered a broad range of evidence-based diagnostic evaluation and treatment services for clients with communication disorders of all ages. The clinical services offered include assessment and rehabilitation pertaining to speech, language and hearing disorders, psychological disorders and otorhinolaryngological disorders. Speech and language assessment of 4755 persons were conducted and 16955 therapy sessions were held. Also, hearing evaluation of 7100 persons was conducted and 1210 hearing aids were distributed to the needy ones. 
In addition, specialized clinical services were also rendered on augmentative and alternative communication, autism spectrum disorders, cleft lip palate and other craniofacial anomalies, fluency, learning disability, listening training, motor speech disorders, professional voice care and vertigo. Totally, 27017 persons suffering from different types of communication disorders availed clinical services at the institute during the period. The detailed statistics is given below. 

	Clinical Services
	No. of Clients Assessed
	Therapy Sessions/ Surgery

	Augmentative and Alternative Communication  
	93
	452

	Autism Spectrum Disorders
	349
	2079

	ENT Examination
	19026
	-

	Fluency Assessment
	370
	1589

	Hearing Evaluation
	7100
	-

	Learning Disability
	445
	-

	Listening Training 
	1405
	7842

	Medical Speciality 
	592
	-

	Motor Speech Disorders
	212
	1020

	Physiotherapy
	585
	8594

	Pre-School Services
	352
	-

	Psychological Assessment
	3715
	387

	Speech and Language Assessment
	4755
	16955

	Structural Craniofacial Anomalies Assessment  
	60
	248

	Vertigo Assessment  
	117
	-



The institute up-graded  its clinical services further by launching three more specialized clinics namely, the Voice Clinic, Clinic for Adult and Elderly Persons with Language Disorders, and Centre for Hearing Implantable Devices during the period. The Voice Clinic provides services to persons with voice disorders across ages. It offers a host of evaluation and management options for individuals with voice disorders. The clinic’s comprehensive and evidence based approach to voice care would ensure holistic improvement of the quality of life of persons with voice disorders.  With the objective of providing services to adult and elderly persons, the institute launched the Clinic for Adult and Elderly Persons with Language Disorders.  The centre for hearing implantable devices caters to the needs of persons with implantation of hearing devices. During the reporting period, biometric attendance was implemented for students at the clinic.
Outreach clinical services
In addition to the diagnostic and therapeutic services provided within its walls, the institute delivered outreach clinical services to the persons with communication disorders at remote locations. The major outreach activities during the period include the diagnostic services at its outreach clinical centers located in three remote villages of Chamarajanagar, Mandya and Mysore districts, tele- intervention service, infant screening for communication disorders in various hospitals and communication disorder screening camps at different localities in the state. 
As a part of initiating a comprehensive online help for elderly citizens suffering from speech and communication, and swallowing disorders, a web-based helpline for persons with Parkinson’s disease was launched during the period. The facility covers Frequently Asked questions (FAQs) by persons with Parkinson’s disease and their caregivers, questionnaires that can be used to learn the extent of speech and swallowing problems in persons with Parkinson’s disease, and the treatment section.
4. Public Education
In order to create public awareness on various communication disorders such as stuttering, articulation disorders, aphasia, mental retardation, hearing and voice problems, the institute organized 6 monthly public lectures tailored for common man,  during which expert practitioners in the field delivered one-hour lecture followed by question and answer session with the audience.
The institute also took various other steps to make the people aware of communication disorders such as preparation and distribution of various public education materials in print and electronic format on prevention and control of the disorders, and providing guidance and counseling to persons suffering from such disorders. In addition, awareness programs were also conducted as a part of screening camps.
5. Other Activities and Events
The other major activities and events took place at the institute during the period include the following.
a. Official Language Implementation (OLI): The OLI program was successfully carried out during the period. Nine staff members were given Hindi training, one Hindi workshop was organized and Hindi week celebrated as a part of OLI. Also, a number of public education materials and other documents were prepared in official language. The Hindi version of the institute Annual Report 2009-10 received Karyalaya Darpan Smrithi Chinh, an award hosted by the Rajabhasha Sansthan, New Delhi.
b. Extra-Curricular Activities: The institute annual day was celebrated on 9 August 2012 and the event was graced with the presence of Dr.A.N. Prabhu Deva, Vice-Chancellor, Bangalore University, Bangalore,  Dr. B. Suresh, Vice-Chancellor, JSS University, Mysore and Dr.S.M.H.Quadri, Director, CSRTI, Mysore. The other extra-curricular activities conducted include one month Yoga Camp, Talents Day celebration, Independence Day celebration, honouring meritorious staff children and Natioanl Service Scheme shramadan activities.  
6. Capital Work
Capital works cost `19.01/- lakhs were completed and works cost `2609.07/- lakhs were going on at the institute campus during the period.
Financial Status 
The financial status of the institute during the period is given below.                                                                
        	                                                                          ` in lakhs
	Type of Grant
	Amount Sanctioned for the Year 2012-13
	Amount Released

	Plan

	Grant- in-Aid General
	487.39
	-

	Grant- in-Aid Capital 
	2432.61
	-

	Grant- in-Aid Salaries
	530.00
	27.965

	Non-Plan

	Grant- in-Aid General
	270.00
	-

	Grant- in-Aid Salaries
	900.00
	509.58

	Grant- in- Aid Salaries
Oversight Committee
	
	100.00
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