Foreword
It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report of the All India Institute of Speech and Hearing (AIISH), Mysuru for the year ended 31st March 2020. The Institute achieved significant outcomes in its four verticals of focus: manpower development, research, clinical care and public education on communication disorders.  

The Institute offered 18 long-term academic programmes ranging from diploma to post doctoral degrees related to communication disorders and allied areas, and conducted 261 short-term training / orientation programmes during the reporting year.  In addition, 20 conferences and workshops were organized benefitting thousands of professionals.  Also, the faculty and staff delivered 165 invited talks in various scientific events across the country and abroad. 
We had the privilege of hosting the 8thOfficial Language Conference organized by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Govt. of India from 30thOctober to 1stNovember 2019. Nearly 100 language experts across the country attended the conference featuring presentation of papers followed by discussions on various languages. 
The Institute continued to advance its profile for research excellence and obtained grants from Govt. of India funding agencies namely, the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Department of Bio Technology (DBT), Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of India, New Delhi. Totally, twenty research projects worth Rs. 251.88 lakhs were successfully completed during the reporting year. In addition, ninety-two research projects worth Rs. 769.20 lakhs were ongoing in different departments of the Institute and seven new projects initiated. Reflecting the quality of our research, the Institute faculty, staff and students published 94 scientific papers in national and international journals, made 96 scientific presentations in various seminars and conferences and authored 16 books/ book chapters. 
AIISH made a remarkable progress in providing clinical care during 2019-20. Totally, 23232 clients were registered newly for availing the clinical service and case files of 50770 repeat clients were retrieved for further evaluation. The clinical services offered include audiological evaluation, listening training, speech-language assessment and therapy, psychological assessment and rehabilitation, and otolaryngological assessment and intervention. Also, the specialized units provided customized clinical care to the needy clients.  

 It has been rewarding to see that in 2019-20, eighty-five children with special needs completed their pre-school training and among them, 73 (86%) were mainstreamed, and the remaining 12 (14%) were recommended for partial integration with support services.

On the public education front, I have good news to report.  AIISH being the premier institution in the country for communication disorders, took the lead role in celebrating the World Hearing Day 2020 and carried out a variety of activities for creating awareness among the general public on hearing loss and its prevention from 7th  February to 6th  March 2020. The one-month long programme gained international attention and we received certificates of appreciation from the World Health Organization, Geneva and the International Association of Communication Sciences and Disorders, Malta. The Institute also carried out various other public education activities on communication disorders like monthly public lectures, preparation and dissemination of information resources, street plays and rallies, orientation lectures / sensitization programmes to create awareness among public on prevention of communication disorders. Effective utilization of social media for public education is one of the major initiatives taken during 2019-20.
I am also happy to report that the Institute signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with four medical Institutions across the country to open newborn screening centres. The institutions are: All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Patna, Sri Devaraj Academy of Higher Education and Research, Kolar, Kodagu Institute of Medical Science, Madikeri and Belagavi Institute of Medical Science, Belagavi. Also, we continued our outreach services through the existing newborn screening centres and outreach service centres during the reporting year. In addition, school screening, industrial screening, elderly screening and bedside screening were carried out.  Also, tele-assessment and tele-intervention services to the doorsteps of persons with communication disorders across the country and abroad were done. 

In addition to the advancement made in the four verticals of the organization, the Institute significantly progressed in the renewal, upgrading, and development of its physical infrastructure. Totally, we spent more than one crore rupees towards civil engineering and more than eight crore for procurement of specialized equipment, IT infrastructure development and electrical installation and maintenance. Also, foundation for a multistoried building at the Panchavati Campus for accommodating patients was laid and we are advancing well in our work to build a new campus in Varuna, Mysuru. 

Like in previous years, our faculty, staff and students bagged best scientific paper awards in national and international conferences. Also, we received Karyalaya Jyothi / Deepasmrithi Chinna Puraskar and Karyalaya Darpan Smrithi Chinna Puraskar from Rajabhasha Samsthan, New Delhi for best execution of Official Language. Dr. Ajish K. Abraham received short term ICMR - DHR International Fellowship for Senior Bio-Medical Scientists for training at the University of California, San Diego, USA and Dr. S.P. Goswami received Dr. N. Rathna Oration Award at the 52nd Annual Conference of Indian Speech, Language and Hearing Association, PGIMER, Chandigarh.    
In 2019-20, we welcomed many visitors to campus, including Shri. Sudhansh Pant, I.A.S and Shri. Sudhir Kumar, IAS, Joint Secretaries to the Govt. of India, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Shri. Prem Narain, Under Secretary, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Shri. V. Somanna, Minister of Housing Department, Govt. of Karnataka and Dr. Shalini Rajneesh, IAS Principal Secretary, Govt. of Karnataka.  I also had the privilege of being nominated by the Govt. of India to visit the Headquarters of the World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland to attend the Assembly of the World Hearing Forum on 4th and 5th December 2019 where I interacted with several international experts in the field of communication disorders.

The All India Institute of Speech and Hearing continues its journey of progress and I thank the Chairpersons and members of our Executive Council, Academic Sub-Committee and Finance Committee for their support and guidance to us. Also, the staff and students whose persistent hard works have contributed to the positive outcomes detailed in this report. I place on record my appreciation to all. It is truly a privilege to lead this Institute and I look forward to the challenges and opportunities ahead of us. 
Dr. M. Pushpavathi
Director

