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For the first time, the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES), a decades-
long initiative to chart the health and well-being of Americans, is gathering information about
taste and smell function in adults.
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Feature Article

Recent Research and News

A new finding from researchers supported by the NIDCD and the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute (NHLBI) has uncovered a never-before seen method of intracellular physical
communication among epithelial cells in the inner ear. The finding could offer scientists a
potential new pathway for developing ways to treat hearing loss and diseases in many
different organ systems.

A team of NIDCD-supported researchers has been the first to show, in mice, an unexpected
two-step process that happens during the growth and regeneration of inner ear tip links. The
discovery offers a possible mechanism for potential interventions that could preserve hearing
in people whose hearing loss is caused by genetic disorders related to tip link dysfunction.

An international team of researchers partially funded by the NIDCD has identified three
‘genetic variants associated with a rare form of sensorineural hearing loss known as Perrault
syndrome.

Researchers partially funded by the NIDCD have identified a protein that is critical to the
ability of mammals to smell. The findings may lend insight into the underiying causes of certain
smel disorders in humans.
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