Literature Databases
Use of the published literature is fundamental to the pursuit of all knowledge. Literature databases are the electronic information resources which facilitate organized access to a collection of various published literature such as journal articles, books and conference papers.There are both specialized literature databases which cover specific subject fields, e.g. PubMed  and general databases which cover a range of subject fields, e.g. Scopus. Based on the type of contents, the literature databases are categorized into three:
1. Bibliographic databases
2. Full-text databases
3. Citation Databases
The bibliographic databases provide only bibliographic information related to a document such as author, title, keywords and abstract. The full-text databases on the other hand provide the complete contents of the document along with the bibliographic details. As the name indicates, citation databases provide citation information pertaining to the documents included in the database i.e. the details of other documents which are citing a particular document in the database. The Citation databases are typically focused on journal articles, but may include other sources such as books, dissertations, videos, and reports, and they are either bibliographic of full-text.
Database Searching
All databases consist of data (records) described in fields and a means by which to search these fields. Databases may look different on screen but the underlying principles for searching are common to all.
Search strategy is the organization of subject terms or keywords in order to conduct effective search on databases and extend and narrow search results accordingly. There are several techniques that make searching easier which are collectively called as search techniques.
The major techniques are: 1. Boolean Searching 2. Truncation 3. Phrase Searching 4. Wild Card Searching.
Truncation
To truncate means to ‘chop off’. When you truncate, you chop off the end of a word so the computer can search for multiple endings. Truncation is a great way to broaden your search and pick up more results, but there are a few things that are important to remember when using truncation: • Different databases use different truncation symbols. Most use an asterisk (*), but a few use exclamation points, question marks, and dollar signs. 
For example, a search for educat* will retrieve: educate, educating, education, educational, educator, educators, etc. and Audiol* will retrieve audiology, audiological, audiologist etc.
Phrase Searching
A phrase is a group of words that have to stand next to each other in a certain order. Most search engines use quotation marks (” ”) to mark a phrase, e.g.,  ”learning disability”.Phrase searching is carried out by using quotation marks around phrases. In this type of searching, the computer looks only for the phrase and not for the words separately. By using quotation marks, we are telling the computer to only bring back pages containing the terms you entered, in the exact order we typed them, such as in these examples:
			“Speech disorders in adults”
			“Hearing impaired children”
Wildcard Searching
A wildcard symbol is used within a word to provide for all possible spellings or variations inside a word or word stem. The most commonly used wildcard symbols are the number symbol (#) and the question mark (?). For example, a search for wom?n will retrieve: woman and women.

Boolean Logic
Boolean logic allows us to link our search terms in specific ways. It requires the use of the Boolean operators AND, OR and NOT. AND narrows the search, OR broadens search and NOT narrows search by excluding terms.
AND:Using AND will narrow your search giving you only results that contain both of the words you entered 
E.g. Speech AND Hearing [[Draw a diagram pls]]]. 
Remember, you will miss those articles that only mention speech or hearing. 

OR: Using OR will separate terms or phrases. It is best used for synonyms or related terms and will broaden your search, giving you articles with either of the searchterms you entered.
E.g. Speech AND Hearing[[Draw a diagram pls]]].
NOT: NOT is used to get rid of an unwanted concept. If you are interested in searchingSpeech Disorders but not Stuttering, you could create the search statementSpeech DisordersNOT Stuttering. NOTshould be used sparingly, perhaps not at all, since it often brings about unintended results by eliminating information that might have been relevant.

[[Draw a diagram pls]]].
Nesting using Boolean Operators
If you use more than one Boolean Operator in thesame search statement, you will need to group your keywords with parentheses to let the database know how you want the words combined. This is called nesting. 
E.g. (Speech OR Hearing)AND India [[Draw a diagram pls]]].
Keyword Searching
Every online database, whether it is a library catalog, an article index, or an Internet search engine, allows you to do keyword searching. When you do a keyword search in one of the library’s article databases, the results you get back will consist of only those articles that have the words or phrases that you entered somewhere in the article. Doing a keyword search does not guarantee that you will find articles about your topic, it only guarantees that the words you entered appear somewhere in each of the articles retrieved--they could appear several times, or just once in the last paragraph. When doing a keyword search you should not enter your entire topic or thesis statement. The more words you enter in a search the fewer results you will get. Instead, you should pull out the mainconcepts or “key” words of your topic and enter those terms in your search.
Simple and Advanced Searching
Most database interfaces include a simple search function which consists of a single box for entering search terms which will then be searched as keywords in most of the fields in the database records.
Also, the databases have a form containing more choices than the simple search. It is called advanced searching, expert searching or enhanced searching. But you don’t need to be an expert to use the advanced search, on the contrary. In the advanced search many of the search service’s possibilities are often split up in a simple manner. In this way you often get clues to how you can improve your search.
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