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Abstract
 During the period 1955-95, the relationship between commercial publishers of scholarly journals and university libraries

changed in two significant respects. The importance of each to the other grew, while, paradoxically, the relationship
deteriorated. The period began with Robert Maxwell, acting for his Pergamon Press, beginning to exploit the enormous
commercial potential in the publishing of scientific journals. As Pergamon and other large commercial publishers continued
to capitalize on this potential, academic libraries, who were and are the primary customer base for scientific and technical
journal publishing programs, found it increasingly difficult to justify the skewed proportion of their budgets spent on an ever-
growing number of journal titles, and even harder to absorb the huge periodic increases in subscription prices. Because the
nature of journal publishing makes each publisher of each title a monopolist, and because libraries are largely captive
customers, the financial strain on libraries shows no sign of letting up. Libraries then are cancelling subscriptions, moving to
a just-in-time service model, and are considering the case for the 'emergent model' for disseminating scientific and technical
information, under which model scholarly communication would take place largely on an electronic network, reducing the
power of the commercial publishers. Unless those publishers initiate significant change in their cost and access policies, we
may well see journals publication as we now know it removed from their hands entirely. DENNIS CARRIGAN is assistant
director of the School of Library and Information Science, University of Kentucky.

 
References

Bower, T.
 (1992) Maxwell: The Outsider, p. 82. 

 New York: Viking

Bower, T.
 (1992) Maxwell: The Outsider, pp. 83-84. 

Bower, T.
 (1992) Maxwell: the Outsider, p. 84. 

Bower, T.
 (1992) Maxwell: the Outsider, 

Bower, T.
 (1992) Maxwell: the Outsider, 

Bower, T.
 (1992) Maxwell: the Outsider, p. 91. 

Wade, P.
 Subscriptions to Journals

 (1963) The Lancet, p. 950. 
27 April

Thompson, J.C.
 Journal Costs: Perception and Reality in the Dialogue

 (1988) College Amp; Research Libraries, 49, p. 481. 
 Guest Editorial



7/7/22, 6:11 PM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1488453335&eid=2-s2.0-33749819223&sort=&clickedLink=… 2/4

DeGennaro, R.
 Escalating Journal Prices: Time to Fight Back

 (1977) American Libraries, 8, p. 70. 

DeGennaro, R.
 (1977) American Libraries, 8, p. 70. 

DeGennaro, R.
 (1977) American Libraries, 8, p. 71. 

DeGennaro, R.
 (1977) American Libraries, 8, p. 69. 

DeGennaro, R.
 (1977) American Libraries, 8, p. 74. 

Kent, A.
 (1979) Use of Library Materials: The University of Pittsburgh Study, p. 1. 

 New York: Marcel Dekker

Kent, A.
 Use of Library Materials: The University of Pittsburgh Study, p. 2. 

Kent, A.
 Use of Library Materials: The University of Pittsburgh Study, pp. 57-68. 

Hamaker, C.
 Library Serials Budgets: Publishers and the Twenty Percent Effect

 (1988) Library Acquisitions: Practice & Theory, 12, p. 212. 

Hamaker, C.
 Library Acquisitions: Practice & Theory, p. 213. 

Overview and Summary
 (1989) Report of the ARL Serials Prices Project, p. 1. 

 Washington: ARL

(1989) A Study of Trends in Average Prices and Costs of Certain Serials over Time, p. 1. 
 Washington: ECS Published ibid.

Okerson, A.
 (1989) Of Making Many Books There Is No End, p. 42. 

 Eastchester, NY, Published ibid.

Cummings, A.M.
 (1992) University Libraries and Scholarly Communication, pp. ix-x. 

 Washington: ARL

Cummings, A.M.
 University Libraries and Scholarly Communication, p. 53. 

Cummings, A.M.
 University Libraries and Scholarly Communication, p. 57. 

Cummings, A.M.
 University Libraries and Scholarly Communication, pp. 76-79. 



7/7/22, 6:11 PM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1488453335&eid=2-s2.0-33749819223&sort=&clickedLink=… 3/4

Cummings, A.M.
 University Libraries and Scholarly Communication, pp. 77-78. 

Cummings, A.M.
 University Libraries and Scholarly Communication, pp. 94-95. 

Stoller, M.A., Christopherson, R., Miranda, M.
 The Economics of Professional Journal Pricing

 (1996) College & Research Libraries, 57, p. 13. 

Stoller, M.A., Christopherson, R., Miranda, M.
 College & Research Libraries, p. 14. 

Carrigan, D.P.
 From Just-in-Case to Just-in-Time: Limits to the Alternative Library Service Model

 (1995) Journal of Scholarly Publishing, 26 (3), pp. 173-182. 

(1993) Scientific Information Study, pp. i. 
 New York

Scientific Information Study, p. 3. 

Scientific Information Study, pp. 1-3. 

(1994) Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 1. 
 Washington: ARL

(1994) Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 1. 

Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 49. 

Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 53. 

(1994) Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 1. 

(1994) Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 1. 

Schmidt, W.E.
 Maxwell Selling Pergamon to Dutch Publisher, Elsevier'

 (1991) New York Times, pp. C1. 
 29 March

Feldman, G.
 Going Dutch
 (1991) Publishers Weekly, p. 19. 

 21 June

Hayes, J.R.
 The Internet's First Victim?

 (1995) Forbes, pp. 200-201. 
 18 December

Information provided to the author by Charles Hamaker, assistant dean, Collection
Development, Louisiana State University Libraries



7/7/22, 6:11 PM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1488453335&eid=2-s2.0-33749819223&sort=&clickedLink=… 4/4

Quinn, F.
A Role for Libraries in Electronic Publication
(1995) Serials Review, 21 (1), p. 29. 

Hayes
 The Internet's First Victim?, 201. 

Reports of the AAU Task Forces, 58. 

Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 67. 

Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 127. 

Reports of the AAU Task Forces, pp. 133-142. 

Reports of the AAU Task Forces, p. 142. 

Ginsparg, P.
 Hayes, the Internet's First Victim?', 201. 

ISSN: 11989742
 Language of Original Document: English

 Abbreviated Source Title: J. Sch. Publ.
 2-s2.0-33749819223

 Document Type: Article
 Publication Stage: Final

Source: Scopus
 

Copyright © 2022 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered
trademark of Elsevier B.V.


